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In my final conversation with my Dad, he asked me to include in this newsletter a Thank 

You to our congregation for the prayers and cards of encouragement sent during his illness.  He 

was really blessed and touched by the way this church responded in kindness to him.  A few days 

later, he passed away, and your compassion and sympathy was then extended to me.  Thank you 

for showing your concern for my Dad and now to me and my family as we grieve this unexpected 

loss.   

The June 5th welcome home from sabbatical service was called a “family reunion.”  This 

month I have come to understand the importance of “family.”  This church is a family to me and to 

many of you as well.  And there is room for more in this family.  More people in our community 

need to experience the care and kindness you so freely give.  However, sometimes we don’t need 

look beyond the walls of the church to find someone looking for “family.”  There are people here in 

our congregation that need you to notice them, sit with them, pray with/for them, send a card to 

them, and invite them into your life.  Look around, draw people in for they are “family” too and they 

need you. 

In Paul’s letters to the churches, he often referred to fellow 

believers as brothers and sisters.  We also find reference in 

Hebrews that Jesus sees us that way (“So now Jesus and the ones 

he makes holy have the same Father. That is why Jesus is not 

ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters.” Hebrews 2:11).  I 

love this idea of Jesus as a big brother.  I never had one, but I 

always thought of that kind of brother to be the one who defends the weaker, younger sibling.  

Years ago I began a “big brother” pledge for my sons whenever I left for a few days.  Isaac and 

Caleb would raise the right hand and pledge the following, “I promise to protect, help, and 

encourage my brother and sisters.”  I know Jesus, our Big Brother, has been faithful to this and 

now asks us to do the same.  “Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to 

everyone—especially to those in the FAMILY of faith” (Galatians 6:10). 

I agree with the Gaither song “I’m so glad to be a part 

of the family of God!”  The global family of God is an extended 

family of this one here.  So, I’m so glad I am a part of this 

immediate family of God here in North Manchester, where we 

journey with one another through celebrations and 

disappointments.  Thank You!  You are a blessing to me and I 

feel very honored to be your pastor.   

The Big Brother Pledge, “I 

promise to protect, help, 

and encourage my 

brother and sisters.” 

FAMILY OF GOD 
By Pastor Kurt 
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“Marriage is not 

a consumer 

relationship...it’s 

a covenant 

relationship.” 

What is Marriage? 

Marriage has been around for a long time, since the beginning of creation, in fact (and 

while it shouldn’t need to be said, marriage is between one biological man and one 

biological woman).   What is marriage?   First, it’s good to look at what it is not.  It is 

not a consumer relationship.  We all know what a consumer relationship is.  It’s the 

relationship that you have with a store, or a service provider.  As long as the vendor 

provides what you want at a competitive price, you’ll buy the vendor’s product.  But 

if you can find the same product at a better price elsewhere, you’re gone.   That’s the 

way the marketplace works.  However, that’s not the way a marriage is supposed to 

work, although increasingly in our culture people treat it that way.   When viewed as a 

consumer relationship, a partner in a marriage believes that he or she can walk away 

when it seems that their needs aren’t being met; after all, they think, “Marriage is 

about me, isn’t it?” 

  However, in the Bible we see that marriage is not a consumer 

relationship; rather, it’s a covenant relationship.  In a covenant, the 

relationship takes priority over the needs of the individuals.  In the Bible we 

see covenants almost everywhere.  There were horizontal covenants made 

between human beings such as close friends as well as between nations.  But 

the most prominent covenants in the Bible are vertical, covenants made by 

God with individuals as well as with families and peoples.   Marriage is a covenant relationship. 

 But in several ways, the marriage relationship is unique and it’s the most deeply 

covenantal relationship possible between two human beings.  In Ephesians 5:31, the apostle Paul 

brings out the idea of the covenant when he fully quotes Genesis 2:24, probably the most well-

known text in the Old Testament regarding marriage.  For this reason a man will leave his father 

and mother and cleave to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  There in Genesis 2 we see 

the first marriage ceremony.  The Hebrew word translated “cleave” literally means to be glued to 

something.  Elsewhere in the Bible the word “cleave” means to unite to someone through a 

covenant, a binding promise or an oath.   

 Marriage is the most deeply covenantal relationship because marriage has both strong 

horizontal and vertical aspects to it.  In the Bible we see that the covenant made between a 

husband and wife is done “before God,” and therefore the covenant is made with God as well as 

with the spouse.  To break faith with a spouse is to break faith with God at the same time.   

Imagine an A-frame house. The two sides of the house meet at the top and hold each other up.  

But underneath, the foundation (representing God in this illustration) holds up both of the sides.  

So the covenant that a couple makes with and before God in a marriage ceremony strengthens 

them to make the covenant with each other.  The vows the couple makes are a mutually binding 

promise of future love, a promise to be loving, faithful and true to each other in the future, 

regardless of changing feelings and circumstances.  Vows are what can keep marriages together 

during the rough patches, and they give the feelings of love a chance to grow strong and deep 

over time.  

 What is marriage?  It is a covenant relationship which, unlike a consumer relationship, is 

meant to last a lifetime. 

 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 
Most of this material comes from The Meaning of Marriage by Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller 

“Marriage is about 
me, isn’t it?” 
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By Rick Warren — May 21, 2014 

It was a happy day for him when he gave us our new  

lives through the truth of his Word, and we became,  

as it were, the first children in his new family. James 1:18 

(LB) 
 

When we place our faith in Christ, God becomes our Father, 

we become his children, other believers become our brothers 

and sisters, and the church becomes our spiritual family: “Jesus pointed to his disciples and said, ‘These are my 

mother and brothers. Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 

mother!’” (Matthew 12:49-50 NLT). 
 

The family of God includes all believers in the past, in the present, and all who will 

believe in the future: “The Spirit makes you God’s children, and by the Spirit’s 

power we cry out to God, ‘Father! my Father!’ God’s Spirit joins himself to our 

spirits to declare that we are God’s children” (Romans 8:15-16 TEV). 
 

Every human being was created by God but not everyone is a child of God. The only 

way to get into God’s family is by being born again into it. You became part of the 

human family by your first birth but you become a member of God’s family by your second birth: “It is his 

boundless mercy that has given us the privilege of being born again so that we are now members of God’s own 

family” (1 Peter 1:3 LB). 
 

The invitation to be part of God’s family is universal, but there is one condition: faith in Jesus.  
 

“You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26 NLT). 
 

Not only are we born again into God’s family through faith, the Bible says God also “adopts” us. We don’t 

You Are a Member of God’s Own Family 

Nicknames Quiz 

1) Shadrach, Meshach, & 

Abednego were not their 

given names. What are?  

2) What name did Naomi 

give to herself after her 

husband’s death? 

3) What did Saul change his 

name to after becoming a 

Christian? 

4) What did Ben-oni’s father 

change his name to after his 

mother’s death?  

5) What name did the prophet 

Nathan say had been given by 

God to Solomon? 

6)What name was Daniel given 

by the king in Babylon? 

7) Esther was originally known 

by what name? 

8) After Jacob wrestled with an 

angel he received a new name. 

What was it?  

Does your family give each other nicknames or “pet names”? 

These people from the Bible had more than one name they 

were known by. Can you figure out what they are? Dig through 

the Bible for the answers if you don’t know!  

"The invitation to be part 

of God's family is 
universal, but there is 
one condition: faith in 

Jesus. "  

Click. 

On Sunday, I was actively listening to a friend in 

church. Active listening involves good eye contact, 

paying attention and responding on topic. Within 

several seconds, my eyes diverted to another person 

I needed to see.  As a result, the valuable friend in 

front of me became blurred as I felt the urgency to 

move toward another person.  Let me say that I 

apologize to anyone who has experienced that with 

me!  It’s easy to feel pulled in different directions as a 

staff member, but that is no excuse for missing the 

very person who stands before me! 

I compare that experience to someone conversing 

with me looking at her cell phone.   It’s like hearing 

the click after someone hangs up on me.  I feel 

disconnected. Sometimes, my desire to continue in 

conversation gets lost. 

Perform a family experiment this week.  Ask each 

family member what he/she experiences when you 

look at your phone while he/she is talking.  Ask them 

sincerely—and actively listen.  Let me know what you 

learn. 

 

Suzanna Hicks 
Care Coordinator 

Click 
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We typically view mothers 

and fathers as responsible for 

their child’s well-being, but 

what happens when the roles 

are reversed?  

 

Be Willing to Make Difficult 

Decisions 
Caring for an aging parent 

can involve decisions and 

burdens that we frankly wish 

we did not have to carry. If 

they become unsafe to drive 

but insist on continuing, we 

may need to take away their 

keys or even report them to 

authorities. If they are unable 

to live alone, we may need to 

move them into our homes, a 

nursing home or 

other continuing 

care community. If 

they can no longer 

manage money, we 

may need to step in 

to manage it for 

them. Worse yet, if 

they don’t 

recognize their 

need for help they 

may resist and 

legal steps might be 

necessary to gain the capacity 

to make decisions on their 

behalf . . . and they will not 

like it. Others face painful 

behavioral problems from 

parents who can no longer 

seem to control their behavior 

or words, and who can’t seem 

to be reasoned with.  

 

Be Sure to Recharge  
“Find a friend, clergy, 

counselor or support group 

that can encourage, pray, 

laugh and cry with you along 

the way. Set, for yourself, 

weekly times to work out, read 

or just take a nap. Ask other 

family members to share with 

time and/or money the load in 

caring for your parent. 

Remember you cannot give 

what you don't have — so 

recharging is necessary and 

hopefully staying charged is 

mandatory!” 

 

Just Make Time 
Sometimes, the answer is as 

simple as being present. 

Speaking from personal 

experience, both my parents 

are healthy and independent. 

However, my grandfather is  

 

very old, and rarely has the 

energy to leave his apartment.  

 

To ensure he never grew 

lonely, my cousins and I take 

turns visiting him. It’s a rather 

small thing, but my 

grandfather has remarked 

more than once home much he 

enjoys seeing his 

grandchildren. Taking the time 

to pick up a phone, compose 

an email, or even dropping by 

for lunch can make a world of 

difference. 

 

The promises of God are never 

forgotten. Christ asks that we 

care for our parents the same 

way he has cared for us: with 

patience, understanding, and 

love. The new dynamics can 

be stressful, but God created 

the family for a purpose. It is 

through the family we learn to 

cherish and care for one 

another, and a bond such as 

this should never be 

abandoned. 

 
Excerpted from http://

www.crosswalk.com/blogs/

christian-trends/3-ways-you-can-

honor-your-aging-parents.html 

3 Ways You Can Honor Your Aging Parents 

When You’ve Been Wronged 
We’ve probably all felt hurt or wronged by someone we love and care about at one 

point in our lives. How do you move on from that and restore the relationship? 

Forgiveness is the key. In an article from familylife.com entitled 4 Steps To Letting Go Of 

That Grudge we learn to: 

1. Do it privately: Go to God in prayer and say, “God, I forgive _________ for 

hurting me. I choose to give up the right to punish __________.” 

2. Do it publicly and specifically: Go to the person and be specific, “I forgive you 

for ________.” 

3. Do it graciously: Keep the bigger goal in mind, which is restoring your relationship 

and rebuilding trust. That means giving up your right to punish! 

4. Do it generously: Acknowledge your own failings to maintain balance; not one of 

us is perfect! And once you’ve forgiven, refuse to bring up the matter again in a hurtful 

way. 

“Christ asks that we 

care for our parents 

the same way he has 

cared for us: with 

patience, 

understanding, and 

love.” 

http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/christian-trends/3-ways-you-can-honor-your-aging-parents.html
http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/christian-trends/3-ways-you-can-honor-your-aging-parents.html
http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/christian-trends/3-ways-you-can-honor-your-aging-parents.html
http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/christian-trends/3-ways-you-can-honor-your-aging-parents.html


Adoption can be intriguing to others. Our families may not 

look like others and people want to know more. It brings many 

questions from others around us who are curious: Family, 

friends, and even strangers.  

Curiosity can be a good thing when it leads to God softening 

our hearts towards those whose lives are different from ours. It 

can be easy to judge those who are different. But perhaps they 

really aren't so different than us when we take the time to get 

to know them.  

I'll let you in on knowing some of the details of our family. 

There's a lot you may not know.  

Did you know our son gets a so soft voice when he speaks to his first mom on the phone? Did 

you know that his heart is passionate about having her in eternity with us?  Did you know that 

she squeezes him tight with tears rolling down every time she sees him? Did you know she isn't 

really any different than you and me? Hard pieces of life. Some Poor decisions. A few mistakes. 

And so so loved and cherished by our God! And so am I. And so are you.  

Did you know that our daughter jumps into her first moms arms and lights up with an 

undeniable connection? Did you know that she wonders out loud what it would be like to live 

with her? Did you know that this first mama of my daughter loves fiercely and is athletic and is a 

hard worker? Did you know she is no different than you and I? She has fears and failures and 

yet... She asks and seeks Gods grace and forgiveness and prays that she can feel Him 

real in her life. Isn't that exactly what we do?  And God of Heaven loves her every bit of 

what He loves you and me.  

Did you know our son has a sweet first mama who lights up when I send her a text and 

some photos? Did you know that he looks exactly like her and I love that he physically 

carries her characteristics all the days of his life?   Did you know she loves this boy every 

bit as much as I do... So much our hearts could burst.  Did you know she carries so 

much hurt from rejection and ridicule from others?  And mostly, did you know that 

even in a world turned against her, our God adores her? Just as He adores you and I in 

all our hurt and rejection.  

Did you know our son carries his first mamas eyes? Did you know he is sad that he doesn't get 

to see her? But he prays for her daily anyway. Did you know that she may handle pain the way I 

tend to? To run and hide? Did you know that doesn't mean she doesn't care. Likely it means the 

very opposite. The deeper I care, the further I want to run when the hurt is so deep. And God 

pursues her in her race. Just as He pursues me in mine. He loves her just the same.  

Did you know that our daughter gets shy in front of her first mom? Did you know that first 

mama hangs her daughter’s pictures all over her house? Did you know she still calls her by the 

birth name she called her during pregnancy and is quick to apologize to me and then tears 

drop when I tell her to keep it! I love that she has a special name for her! Did you know she 

longs for her kids to see the best in her? Did you know she is not her failures and neither are 

you or I. Because I have just as many as she does. I like to hide mine too.  And God loves us just 

the same. 

And maybe we are all more alike than different. Maybe we all have the same longings; the same 

needs. And praise God that He pursues each of us where we are... Deep into our mistakes or as 

we finally crawl out of our own pits. No matter where we are in life; no matter our choices; He 

loves us the same!  

Not So Different  
                                                            Anonymous  

“Did you know she is 

not her failures and 

neither are you or I. 

Because I have just as 

many as she does. I like 

to hide mine too.  And 

God loves us just the 

same.” 
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Heading to Camp…  
Kids at camp love hearing from home! Mail is delivered each afternoon during the camp week. Be sure to 
send your notes early in the week so they arrive in time! The address at the Brethren Retreat Center is 
9095 W 275 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565 
 
 

Blaze Camp: July 3-7 Archery Camp: July 3-7 Sports Camp: July 10-14 
*Ethan Davis *Dillon Gish  *Nathaniel Miller 
*Caleb Stout  *Sam Ayres  
 
 

Pioneer Camp: July 10-16 Navigator’s Camp: July 24-28 Tall Tales and Truths Camp: July 24-28 
*Brady Meredith *Levi Bordeaux *Isabelle Anguilm 
*Tyler Meredith *Micah Bordeaux *Addi Bordeaux 
*Dominic Lincoln  *Kaitlyn Gish 
  *Grace Smith 
Mini Camp: July 31-Aug 2 
*Jackson Anguilm 
*Megyn Meredith 
*Isaac Smith 
*Hope Miller 

Is someone in your family interested in going to camp this month? Contact 
the office or Matt Webb (901-0349) and get your registration in soon! 
Remember: FBC pays 1/2 the tuition for each regular attender to church or 
youth/children’s activities to attend one camp.! 

MISSIONARY MOMENTS  
 

Our Global Partners for July are Gary & Joy Castro. Gary, 

an Ashland Theological Seminary graduate, oversees the 

various ministries of the Brethren Church in the Philippines. 

Working along with him is Rolly Guballa who is the Senior 

Pastor of the Jesus Our Firm Foundation Brethren Church 

(JOFF). Often during the Typhoon season they deliver many 

forms of relief to victims such as cleaning supplies, 

clothing, food and water. Recently they baptized 20 people 

at a local water park. Pray that God will continue to use 

them to spread the Gospel and provide aid to those in need. 

INDIA PASTOR  
 

Mrs. Suvarthamma U. (Udumula) is our India pastor for July. 

She ministers in the village of Mantripalem. She graduated 

from the Brethren Bible Institute and is good in preaching the 

Word of God. She is also a good Prayer Warrior and has the 

gift of hospitality. Mrs. Suvarthamma is a widow and has 

seven grown children. The church in Mantripalem has 60 

baptized members and they are very active during the week 

with Sunday School and Worship, Friday fasting prayer 

meeting, Saturday women’s prayer fellowship and weekly 

youth meetings. Pray for her strength and protection as she 

faithfully serves the Brethren Mission in India. 

Send Encouragement 
 
When a family member is feeling down or 
going through a struggle, they need 
encouragement from those that love and 
care about them to keep going! See our 
weekly bulletin for a prayer list of those 
in our congregation going through 
illnesses and recovering from injuries who 
could use your encouragement (addresses 
can be found in the directory. Carl 
Willmert’s address in Indy is Room 
U6D24, C/O I.U.H. Hospital, 550 N. 
University Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46202). 
Who might you encourage this month?  

Additional Family Resources 
Boundaries, Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend  

Biblically-based answers to tough questions, showing us how to set 
healthy boundaries with our parents, spouses, children, friends, co-
workers, and even ourselves.  
 

Sticky Faith, Dr. Kara Powell and Dr. Chap Clark 
Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your Kids 

 

The Meaning of Marriage, Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller 
 

Love and Respect, Dr. Emerson Eggerichs 
 

Strength for the Moment, Lori Logan 
Inspiration for Caregivers 

 

Husbands & Fathers, Derek Prince 
Rediscovering the Creator’s Purpose for Men 
 

Focus on the Family (www.focusonthefamily.com) 
Articles, blogs, radio programs, and podcasts on the topics of 
marriage, parenting, life challenges, faith, social issues and more. 
Plus Christian counseling resources available via phone at 1-800-A-
FAMILY 
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News & Announcements 

Thank You  

Dear First Brethren Church Family, 
  

The Mary Reahard family would like to express a sincere 

thank you to our church family for caring for us by 

bringing meals, visiting, sending flowers and cards 

during our Mom’s illness. Your love, shown through acts 

of kindness, was greatly appreciated.  

 
Dear Church Family, 
 

With heartfelt gratitude, our family thanks you for 

your kind thoughts and support. Thank you for the 

generous donation to the Parkinson’s Foundation in 

memory of Dad.  

 

JoEtta Herrmann 

 
Words can’t express how thankful I am for all of you 

who supplied dessert for Allen’s funeral dinner. Thank 

you so much for your love and support for Allen during 

his illness and me in my time of loss.  

 

Love,  

Cynthia Stout 

 
Sabbatical was a team effort.  A dedicated sabbatical 

team and pastoral care team helped educate, inspire, and 

coordinate over the course of the last year.  I am so 

grateful for their fantastic efforts and the help from 

many others they recruited to step in along the 

way.  The three months went smoothly and quickly.  I 

had no concerns that our excellent staff and leadership, 

and devoted congregation, could carry on Christ’s work 

here during my absence.  The health of our congregation 

is evidenced by the way we worked together in 

cooperation and love.  May we continue to do so in the 

many years to come!    

 

Pastor Kurt 

We extend our sincere sympathies to the family of 
Allen Stout (Pastor Kurt’s father) at his passing on 
June 11th. Services were held at the Burlington FBC 
on June 17th.  

We offer our sympathies to the family of Ed French 
(Dianne Floor’s brother in law; Penny Deal’s uncle) at his passing on 
June 16th. Services were held at South Pleasant UMC on June 21st.  

Ian and Katherine Angle welcomed son Joshua 
Bravery on June 3rd weighing 7lb 14oz. Joshua 
joins the family with big sisters AimeeSue and 
Luciana. Proud great-grandma is Joyce McBride. 
Congratulations Angle family!  

Congratulations to Phil and Brittany Holmes on the birth of their 
daughter Olivia Sue! She was born on June 4th weighing 7lb 4oz and 

measuring 20 inches long. Proud grandma is Dorene Fratus.  

Brent & Lindsey Westendorf welcomed daughter Brystol Hope on June 
21st, weighing 7lb and measuring 20in. She joins the family with big 
siblings Tiara, Dominic, Braxton, and Brenly. Congratulations 

Westendorf family!  

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in the 

pews are available for any 

prayer requests. You may 

place the card in the offering 

plate or leave it in the church 

office.  

Weekly Prayer opportunities 

Prayer Room 
 The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Monday morning and 

Wednesday (when Suzanna is in her office), the Prayer Room is 

available for prayer whenever the church is open. During each 

of the Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there for 

you, the congregation of FBC.  

 We would like to encourage everyone to choose a 

Sunday and a service and sign up to pray there. Sign up is on 

the bulletin board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

library. It consists of guided 

prayer time and spontaneous 

scripture reading. Adults, 

teens, and kids welcome.  
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Anniversaries 
  3 – Andy & Ruth Ayres ‘99 
  7 – AJ & Kendall Zimmerman ‘14 
  8 – Matt & Pattie Webb '95 
        Dick & Diane Metzger ‘55 
10 – Gary & Rosie Purdy ‘76 
14 – Jason & Jennifer Meredith ‘01 
15 – Doug & Lisa Rice ‘95 
        Brian & Karen Burgan ‘78 
16 – Eldon & Jenean Rager ‘67 
17 – Andrew & Leticia Callaway ‘99 
20 – Randy & Jenny Moore ‘97 
24 – Jared & Rebecca Blocher ‘15 
30 – Dennis & Annette Ayres   ‘94 

JULY 

Birthdays 
  1 – Bob Shepherd 
        Trever Jones 
        Owen Vineyard 
  3 – Grace Smith 
  4 – Alma Eiler 
        Andrew Hill 
  5 – Andy Cook 
        Jodi Egner 
  6 – Jake Peden 
  7 – Greg Miller 
        Elizabeth Renz 
10 – Vicky White 
        Sherry Walters 
        Rebecca Ramer 
11 – Steve White 
        Chad Vawter 
        Finley Pyle 
        Emily Ogden 
        Simeon Wilderman 
13 – Suzanna Hicks 
14 – Laurel Ruppert 

15 – Linda Lindzy 
16 – Isaac Egner 
        Charles Craig 
        Julie Yarnelle 
17 – Della Davis 
18 – Glenn Riggs 
22 – Elizabeth Anguilm 
        Steve Beaver 
        Lydia Wilderman 
25 – Josiah Callaway 
        Jared Blocher 
26 – Tyler Meredith 
27 – Lisa Rice 
28 – Matt Smith 
29 – Gerry Eberly 
         Matt Mize 
         Mark York 
30 – Teresa Coble 
        Casen Vawter 
31 – Donna McKee 
        Gerri Longanecker 
        Caden Egner 

 

 

Worship Concert 
August 10th  

with Unscripted (FBC Praise Team) 
downtown for the FunFest kick-off 

 

FunFest Fish Fry 
August 13th  

@ Warvel park 
 

3rd Sunday Lunch 
August 21st 

Junior High Sunday School  

L KING 
AHEAD  

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2016 

 

June                     Acts 
  6               8-9 
  7                       10-11 
  8             12 
  9                 13 
10             14-15 

 
13             16-17 
14             18-19 
15             20-21 
16                       22-23 
17             24-25 

 
20         26 
21             27 
22         28 
   Joel 
23            1 
24             2 

 
27           3 
             Romans 
28                        1-2 
29                3-4 
30                        5-6 

July 
  1                      7  

July 3rd Sunday Lunch 

Sub sandwiches, veggies, watermelon, chips, and cookies are on the 

menu this month as the FAMily Team is raising money to support 

foster and adoptive families within the congregation. Join them 

after services on Sunday, July 17th.  

 

FAMily (Foster/Adopt Minstry), under the Nurture Ministry, 

originated in 2015 to support adoptive and fostering families in this 

congregation.  Support may include help with physical, spiritual or 

emotional needs of the family.   For more information or if you 

want to get involved, contact Brenda Blocher, Sherry Searles or 

Suzanna Hicks.  
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www.melonheadzillustrating.blogspot.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families 

“Families are like fudge – mostly sweet with a few nuts.” 

“Our family is a circle of strength of love with every birth and every union the circle grows.” 

“Everyone needs a house to live in, but a supportive family is what builds a home.” » Anthony Liccione 

“You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift to you, as you are to them.” » Desmond Tutu 

“Love your family. Spend time, be kind & serve one another. Make no room for regrets. 
Tomorrow is not promised & today is short.” 

 

“Families are the compass that guide us. They are the inspiration to reach great heights, 
and our comfort when we occasionally falter.” » Brad Henry 

 

 

KFC - Our 5th & 6th Grade Kids for Christ - Annual KFC Fast Food Progressive Dinner!  
Tuesday, July 5th 6:00-8:00.  Meet in the KFC Room at 6:00 Sharp - Bring $5.00 if you can.  
Bring your Friends - please let Teresa know for an accurate number of drivers!  Come 
Hungry!  Leave Blessed. 
 

LOFT - Summer Memory Program - our Summer Memory Packets are available on the 
LOFT Table.  Starting July 10th - you may say your verses between the 2nd and 3rd 
Service.  Families please work on this together so that your 
child can try to say at least 1 verse each week. 
 

Habitat For Humanity Bank Houses - On the last day of VBS, we 
learned that Jesus gives us Power.  We can show others that 
Power through our Actions.  We will be collecting the Habitat for 
Humanity Bank Houses on Sunday, July 10th.  If you did not get 
one, or need another - there are extra on the LOFT Table.  
Please find creative ways to fill your bank for this project.  We 
will also have other activities (like providing snacks) once the  
  house gets underway! 

http://www.melonheadzillustrating.blogspot.com/
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SUMMER SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY AM 

JH and HS classes meet in La Casa from 9:15-10:15am.  
 

WEDNESDAY PM 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall from 6:15 to 7:45pm. 

Friends are always welcome to join us! (Check bulletin and Midweek Memo to make 

sure we’re meeting as it changes week to week.) 
 

 
 

SLIDE AND DEEP-FRIED 
Homemade water slide and homemade deep-fried goodies. 

Three separate events for three separate groups. All at Ruth and Andy Ayres’ 

Wear swimsuit underneath old clothes you don’t mind getting ruined!  

And don’t forget to bring an old towel! 

Guys bring a snack. Girls bring a drink. 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT, JULY 15 

For high school students only. 7:00 to 10:00pm.  
 

SATURDAY, JULY 16 

For 5th and 6th grade students only. 3:00 to 4:30pm.  
 

A LITTLE LATER on SATURDAY, JULY 16 

For 7th and 8th grade students only. 4:30 to 6:00pm.  
 

 
 

NOON BALL 
THURSDAYS 

12:00 to 1:00pm every Thursday at the church.  

 
 
 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE 
MONDAY, JULY 18 TO FRIDAY, JULY 22 

More than 30 of us will be spending this week together in Ashland, OH.  

Be at the church at 8:45am on Monday ready to go.  

Bring money for lunch on the way there and the way back. 

We should be back around 2:00pm on Friday.  

 

 

 

DEEP RIVER WATER PARK 
TUESDAY, JULY 26 

Sign up by July 17. Cost is $15, and you’ll need extra $$ for food.  

Leaving from church at 9:00am. Should be back at 9:00pm.  

Wear modest swimsuit and bring your own sunscreen and towel.  
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Summer Sermon 

Series 
 

This summer Pastor Kurt is 

sharing stories, 

challenges, and life 

lessons learned during 

sabbatical. Join him each 

Sunday morning to hear 

and see how God used 

this time to impact him, 

his family, and our church. 


