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Our Mission: To lead people into a growing, personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. God has gifted our congregation 

to help families at their point of need, primarily through children 

and youth.  

The Problem of Psalm 23 

 Psalm 23 is probably the most famous chapter of the Bible, and with good reason.  Just 

say The Lord is my shepherd, and many people will know what follows.  The promises of the 

Psalm are strong and comforting.  Who would not be helped by thinking that Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me.  But there is a 

problem with Psalm 23.  That is, there is a problem posed by the Psalm.  The Psalm closes with 

Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow (actually pursue or chase) me all the days of my 

life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  How wonderful.  But think about it; how 

can that be?  God is holy.  He has no sin, and He cannot stand to be in the presence of sin.  We, 

however, are sinful.  The Bible says so, and we know it by experience.  How can we as sinful 

people live with a holy God for even one day, let alone forever? 

To solve the problem we turn to the New Testament.  In John 10 Jesus said, I am the good 

shepherd…I lay down My life for the sheep.  Who are the sheep?  We are, those who believe in 

Jesus.  Jesus laid down His life for us.  He died on the cross for our sins, was raised from the dead 

on the third day, and then ascended to His Father in heaven.  

Everyone who repents of their sins and believes in Jesus has their 

sins forgiven and receives eternal life, praise the Lord!  Jesus is the 

solution to the problem posed by Psalm 23.  Even though 

Christians are sinful people, our sins no longer separate us from God 

because they have been forgiven; God does not count them 

against us.  And what’s more, Jesus’ righteousness is put to our 

account.  As the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:21, God made 

Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God 

(NIV).  The promises of Psalm 23 are beautiful, but they are very expensive; they cost God His 

Son, the good shepherd, to bring them about.  You see, Jesus is the shepherd of Psalm 23. 

The next time you read or hear or remember the phrase, 

The Lord is my shepherd, think of Jesus.  He is the 

solution to the problem posed by Psalm 23.  He solved 

our great dilemma.  He is the good shepherd, who laid 

down His life for the sheep. 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 

All Scripture references are NASB unless otherwise noted 

“The promises of 

Psalm 23 are 

beautiful, but they 

are very 

expensive…” 
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News & Announcements 

Thank You  

Dear Church Family, 
  

Thank you hardly seems enough to show our gratitude 

towards all of you.  Thank you for the love, support, 

prayers, gifts, food, and donations given to help bring 

our son, Jonathan home from the DR Congo.  It is an 

answered prayer to finally have him with our family 

every single day.  It is also a blessing to be surrounded 

by wonderful people like you.  God has specifically 

chosen and woven our family together.  Thanks for 

helping to make that happen.  
  

Much love, 

Brett, Melissa, Nathaniel, Hope, and Jonathan Miller 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 

I thank you so much for your help with the rummage 

sale. With your generosity, we brought in $2,087.24. 

This exceeds our Home Study fees! We thank you so 

much & pray we are able to bless this body as much as 

you’ve blessed us! 
 

Thank you, 

Chase & Haylay Hand and family 

 
Dear Church Members, 
 

Your wonderful gift today (May 1st) has taken me by 

surprise - so much so that I find it difficult to express 

my thanks as fully as I would like. But your message 

beautifully explains it all, and for this also I send my 

thanks.  
 

Sincerely, 

Mariana Reed, Peabody resident  

 
Dear First Brethren Congregation, 
 

How very kind of you to bring the workers of One World 

Handicrafts Inc. a delicious plate of cookies! We were 

grateful for your kindness and Christian offerings to 

the North Manchester business community! 
 

God bless you, 

Di Wion, Manager 

 
We are once again completely blown away by the 

generosity of this congregation. Thank you to all who 

helped with our fundraiser lunch by donating salads 

and desserts. And thank you to all who came for lunch 

and supported our mission trip with a donation. We 

cannot wait to share with you what God reveals to each of 

us during this trip.  

 

In His Love, 

Caroline Callaway, Nicole McKee, and Katherine Angle 

We offer our sympathies to the family of Boxi Wang 
(sister of Pei Eng Burns) at her passing on April 19th 
in China. A Christian burial was held a few days 
later. 

We express our sympathies to the family of Mary 
Reahard (mother of Janice Chapman) at her passing on May 10th. 
Services were held May 27th at the Peabody Chapel.  

Missionary Moment 

David & Jenny Loi faithfully served the Brethren Church in 

Malaysia for many years before their retirement. Even after they 

officially retired they continued to serve the Lord by traveling 

into China to encourage and train people in the underground 

churches there. After a CT scan, Jenny was diagnosed with stage 

IV breast cancer spread to the main bone structure in addition to 

a malignant brain lesion. She is currently being treated through 

hormone therapy and dietary adjustments and so far has 

responded very well. Her daughter, Rebecca, reports that they 

will not do chemotherapy unless absolutely necessary as her 

quality of life is quite good right now. Please pray for the Lois 

through this time. “We truly see the grace, mercy and miracles 

of God even in the hardest times”. 

 

The First Brethren Church of South Bend, where David & Jenny 

hold their U.S. membership, is collecting a love offering to send 

to the Lois to help with all the extra expenses that come with a 

health crisis. If you would like to take advantage of this 

opportunity to bless David & Jenny please send your love 

offerings to First Brethren Church, 4909 S. Ironwood Dr., South 

Bend, IN 46614.  

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in the 

pews are available for any 

prayer requests. You may 

place the card in the offering 

plate or leave it in the church 

office.  

Weekly Prayer opportunities 

Prayer Room 
Located just outside the sanctuary door towards the children’s 

wing and restrooms.  During the week it’s Suzanna and 

Teresa’s office, but on Sunday mornings someone is praying 

in there during each of our morning services.  Sign up on the 

bulletin board outside the room to take an hour slot some 

Sunday, or speak with Mike McLaughlin if you have 

questions.   

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

library. It consists of guided 

prayer time and spontaneous 

scripture reading. Adults, 

teens, and kids welcome.  
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        Rick Grindle 
        Mike McKinley     

Anniversaries 
  3 – Jake & Tera Peden ‘06 
  5 – Gary & Dee Montel ‘65 
  7 – Joel & Sarah Harting ‘03 
  8 – David & Loree Pritchard ‘81 
12 – Bill & Jo Hays ‘83 
14 – Mark & Nicole McKee ‘03 
20 – Bob & Traci Cummins ‘98 
21 – Corey & Britt Brueggeman ‘14 
22 – Tim & Kelly Bordeaux ‘02 
        T.J. & Whitney Eads ‘13 
23 – Tristan & Lydia Gawthrop ‘07 
24 – Scott & Tricia Stan ‘95 
        Larry & Becky Montel ‘61 
25 – Mike & Annette Clifton ‘95 
26 – Trever & Jasmine Jones ‘04 
27 – Ben & Janelle McLaughlin '98 
        Kyle & Kayla Martin ‘15 
29 – Bill & Kay Bellinger ‘45 
30 – Steve & Donna Beaver ‘79 
        Ron & Pei Eng Burns ‘84 
 Robin & Cynthia Johnson ‘91 
  Tristan & Lydia Gawthrop ‘07 

June 
Birthdays  
  1 – Bill Hays 
  2 – Bethany Collett 
  3 – Noah Callaway 
  4 – Katie Vawter 
  5 – Joan Michel 
        Hunter Miller 
        Tricia Stan 
        Zachary Hill 
  6 – Mark Callaway 
        Fred Thompson 
  7 – Jaelyn Webb 
        Regina Harris 
        Phil Holmes 
  9 – Braxton Westendorf 
10 – Mathias McLaughlin 
        Cyton Vawter 
12 – Jay Montel 
        Lindsay Rice 
        Karen Burgan 
13 – Baylor Jones 
14 – Craig Haecker 
        Mike Pyle 
15 – Matthew Nettleton 
16 – Amos Wilderman 

17 – Steve Olsen 
18 – Dolly Zerbe 
        Boniqua Jones 
19 – Hayleigh Collett 
21 – Paul Habegger 
23 – Jenny Taylor   
        Earl Grindle  
24 – Kevin Watson 
        Caleb Callaway 
        Adin Callaway 
25 – Heidi Stout   
        Sarah Anguilm 
        Dawson Yarnelle    
26 – Benjamin Godoy-         
        Forrester  
        Whitney Eads 
27 – Warren Garner 
        Luke Ramer 
28 – Ruth Ayres 
        Brady Meredith 
29 – Annette Ayres  
        Matt Webb    
        Emma Ulrey 
        Corey Brueggeman 
30 – Tim Taylor 

 

 

3rd Sunday Lunch 
Nurture Ministry (FAM) 

July 17, after services  
 

General Conference 
Ashland, OH 

July 18-22 
 

Engage Conference 
Ashland, OH 

July 18-22 

L KING 
AHEAD  

Library 

Lines 
 

Several donations 

have been 
received and we 

will also be adding new titles 
throughout the summer. 

Come see what may be waiting for 

you in the church library! 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2016 

 

June                     Acts 
  6               8-9 
  7                       10-11 
  8             12 
  9                 13 
10             14-15 

 
13             16-17 
14             18-19 
15             20-21 
16                       22-23 
17             24-25 

 
20         26 
21             27 
22         28 
   Joel 
23            1 
24             2 

 
27           3 
             Romans 
28                        1-2 
29                3-4 
30                        5-6 

July 
  1                      7  

Heading to 
Camp this 
month… 

 

Ignite Camp: June 19-25 

*Rebecca Clifton 

*Jason McIntyre 

 

Fuel Camp: June 26-July 2 

*Grace Smith  

*Jessilyn McKee  
 

Is someone in your family 
interested in going to camp 
this summer? Contact the 
office or Matt Webb (901-
0349) and get your 
registration in soon! 
Remember: FBC pays 1/2 the 
tuition for each regular 
attender to church or youth/
children’s activities to attend 
one camp.  
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June 3rd Sunday Lunch 
 

The profits of the 3rd Sunday Lunch on June 19th 

(Father’s Day) will go to the construction costs for the 

Dayton Mission trip and to scholarships for students 

attending Engage Conference in Ashland this summer. 

The menu includes pork burgers and hot dogs, potato 

chips, veggies, apple sauce and a variety of desserts. 

 Property Ministry Update  
 

The church’s new heating and cooling control system 

has been installed and is now operational. This system 

automates heating and cooling of the building and is 

based on occupancy of the various areas of the 

church. In order to maintain a comfortable 

temperature for your group when using the church for 

meetings and other activities it will be important for 

the office to be aware of what time and area of the 

building you will be using. If the system is not told 

that the space will be occupied, it will not heat or cool 

it. Please contact Nicole in the office to schedule any 

and all building usage needs. Additionally, we ask for 

your patience as we figure out the settings for the 

new system and make the necessary adjustments. If 

your group notices consistent problems with 

temperatures in certain areas of the church please 

notify a member of the Ministry of Property (Joel 

Harting, Mark York, Matt Smith, Jason Meredith, or 

Jason Lauer).  

Faith In Action 
 

She often walked past my house on Market Street.  Her pace fast for a senior with a bit of rock to her gait.  She 
was always alone.  I would think, I hope I can walk that fast when I’m her age.  It was the look in her eyes that 
caught me.  She listened intently as I explained that I attended First Brethren Church and as part of a Faith in 
Action program, we were handing out $10 bills.  She took the money, “Thank you.  I can really use this.”  Her eyes 
appeared watery and when I asked if I could have her name to pray for her, she replied, “Yes.”  And then she 
continued on her way.  I wonder what God will do with that. - Suzanna Hicks, Care Coordinator 
 
Faith In Action is more than just a weekend, or at least it should be. If we’re waiting until the first weekend in May 
rolls around each year to reach into our community and show the love of Jesus through our actions then we are 
missing the point. Our annual Faith In Action weekend is a great way for our congregation to accomplish this goal 
together but as individuals, families, and small groups we should always be on “lookout” for opportunities which 
God is presenting for us to serve others around us. Maybe it’s as simple as inviting the neighbor kids to come play 
or visiting with the residents at Timbercrest or Peabody. Maybe it’s taking a couple rolls of quarters and some 
laundry detergent samples to the local laundromat and handing them out while striking up a conversation 
(quarters and detergent are available from the church office). Or maybe it’s something else. If you listen to the 
whisper, where is God calling you to put your faith into action?  

Urgent Need for Renters 
 

The Godoys need renters for their home (408 N. 

Sycamore).  Ideally 3-6 college students who would 

rent the 6 bedroom home.  However, they are open to 

a family renting the entire house.  For more 

information please contact Corey/Brittney 

Brueggeman at 812-361-4060.  This need has a direct 

impact on their financial stability in Chile.  Please pray 

Co-ed Softball team 
 

Who’s ready to play ball?! Sign ups will begin Sunday, 
May 29th, for the 2016 FBC Coed Softball Team. Tues-
day night double header games will run from early 
July - August. A tournament will be held at the end of 
the season as well. Contact Brittany Holmes (578-
7611) with any questions.  
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Vacation Bible School - Following Jesus because He is the Light of the World 

We are excited to explore and learn about Following Jesus in this Cave Themed 

VBS.  Plan to join us each morning for an adventure you won’t soon forget!  
 

If you are available that week, we would love to have you - please sign up on 

the helper bulletin board across from the LOFT room. 
 

Camp Shipshewana 2016 - Still time to sign up for 

camp this summer.  See the LOFT table or the office for information. 
 

Nursery & 2 year old Class: We may be little, but we can learn to love Jesus just 

like everyone else.  Make Jesus a part of your little one’s life each day.  
 

Garden 3-K Kids - Each week we explore the Bible in a large group format at 

9:15 and a small group format at 10:30.  Songs, Games, Stories, Verses, Snacks, 

and Activities fill our time with the purpose of making Jesus our forever 

friend.  Parents you can continue with this with the activities listed on the back of 

our take home paper.  
 

LOFT - This month in Loft will begin our summer theme of Kingdom Tales! Enter our 

fortress each week to learn about a leader in Israel and how God uses 

them!  Loft will be only during 9:15 for the summer (May 29-August 28) so kids can 

worship with their families. If parents are serving or in class at 10:30, kids and 

helpers will sit together in the service upstairs and may be picked up from there. 
 

KFC - Our 5th & 6th Grade Kids for Christ! Join us for our annual Fast Food 

Progressive Dinner! Bring your friends and $5.00 (if possible) and we take our 

annual trip through the town!  We will discuss the date and time during VBS and 

then send out more information! 
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Vacation Bible School  

June 13-17, 2016 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

4 Year old’s through 6th grade 

Please put completed Registrations in 

the church office, or bring with you on 

the first day.  
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SUMMER SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY AM 

JH and HS classes meet in La Casa from 9:15-10:15am.  
 

WEDNESDAY PM 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall from 6:15 to 7:45pm. 

Friends are always welcome to join us!  
 

 

 

WELCOME NEW JH STUDENTS 
SUNDAY NIGHT, JUNE 5 

For 7th and 8th grade students only. 6:00 to 8:00pm.  

Consuming frozen novelties and playing get-to-know-you games. 
 

 

 

NOON BALL 
THURSDAYS 

12:00 to 1:00pm every Thursday at the church.  
 

 

 

TIN CAPS GAME 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT, JUNE 15 

Sign up by June 8. Cost is $10, and you’ll want to bring extra $$ for food.  

Leaving from church at 5:30. Should be back by 11:30pm.  
 

 

 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE 
MONDAY, JULY 18 TO FRIDAY, JULY 22 

After June 1, cost is $200 for the first student in a family, then $150 for additional 

students in that family. Registration form and $$ must be turned in by July 1.  

Go to http://byic.org/engage-conference for more info on Conference. 
 

 

 

DEEP RIVER WATER PARK 
TUESDAY, JULY 26 

Sign up by July 17. Cost is $15, and you’ll need extra $$ for food.  

Leaving from church at 9:00am. Should be back at 9:00pm.  

Wear modest swimsuit and bring your own sunscreen and towel. 

Go to http://www.deepriverwaterpark.com for more info on the park. 
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Those needing assistance to the gazebo should park at the Scout Hall for shuttle service.  


