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Our Mission: To lead people into a growing, personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. God has gifted our congregation 

to help families at their point of need, primarily through children 

and youth.  

Storytelling 
By Pastor Kurt 

As you read this, my family and I are on a very important trip.  We are traveling back to 
Ethiopia and India, the homelands of our children.  We adopted Beletu and Hanna seven summers 
ago, and it has been nearly seventeen years since we first held Isaac.  These countries are beautiful 
and distinctive.  They are ancient cultures with a rich history.  Books record their story.  Photo 
albums record ours.  Pictures freeze time and tell a thousand words worth of memories.  When I 
recall those first encounters with my children, the images and feelings are etched clearly in my heart 
and mind. 

We all have a story of some kind.  Like mine, part of your story is painful.  Some is boring.  
Some is adventurous.  But every part of our story is unique.  Although perhaps mutually experienced 
with others, our stories remain one-of-a-kind because they are from our unique perspective.  These 
stories are powerful, and God uses them to SHAPE us.  Think back to a few defining moments in your 
life – positive or negative in nature (celebration or achievement, accident or illness, joy or sadness, 
surprise or danger).  At the time you may not have considered them “defining,” but now as you look 
back you may see how that one decision/experience impacted you in a significant way (a comment 
or conference, an incident with a friend or foe, a fear or failure). 

God is still writing stories, and He wants to use those story lines in our lives to help others 
grow in faith and persevere in their hardship.  He wants to reveal Himself to others through our story
-telling. This can only happen when people are willing to be vulnerable about the dark or challenging 
pages of their biography.   This does take some courage and trust, but I have found First Brethren to 
be a place where grace abounds. 

 I am thrilled that during this sabbatical season from March through May, you will have the 
privilege of hearing some wonderful stories from people in our congregation and a few outside our 
community.  You won’t want to miss these services as each speaker opens their lives and God’s 
Word.  You will hear about childhood trauma, seasons of spiritual darkness, vocational challenges, 
relational struggles, painful 
losses, and addictive behaviors.  
Most of all you will hear about 
our amazing God who journeys 
with us through our valleys and 
mountain top experiences. 

While I am away, 
please commit to regular 
attendance, faithful giving, and 
devoted serving.  God is writing 
a wonderful story here at First 
Brethren and I am glad you are 
a part of it.  When I return in 
June, I look forward to seeing 
you in church and hearing about 
your journey.  And I will eagerly 
share of mine as well. 
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     News and Announcements 

Thank You  

First Brethren Church Family, 

 

Many, many thank yous for letting us use your 

church. Thank you for all the food and all the 

church helpers who assisted with Glenna’s funeral 

dinner.  

 Terry & Glenna Parker’s families 

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The green prayer cards in 

the pews are available for 

any prayer requests. You 

may place the card in the 

offering plate or leave it 

in the church office.  

Weekly Prayer opportunities 

Prayer Room 
Located just outside the sanctuary door towards the 

children’s wing and restrooms.  During the week it’s 

Suzanna and Teresa’s office, but on Sunday mornings 

someone is praying in there during each of our 

morning services.  Sign up on the bulletin board 

outside the room to take an hour slot some Sunday, or 

speak with Mike McLaughlin if you have questions.   

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held 

each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

in the library. It consists of 

guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture 

reading. Adults, teens, and 

kids welcome.  

Library Lines 
 

Kick off your personal study of the 

Psalms with resources from the 
church library. Several music cds 

from Sons of Korah are ready for 

listening and Matthew Jacoby’s book, Deeper Places, is 
available as are other books about the Psalms.  

 

Our sincere sympathies to the family of 
Donald Egner (Ed & Dennis’ father) who 
passed away on January 26th. Funeral services 
were held at McKee Mortuary on Saturday, 
February 6th.  

 
 

Congratulations to Jason & Abbie (Isbell) Richards 
on their marriage which took place February 13th at 
Manchester University. The couple will reside at 
509 East Street. 

Our sincere sympathies to the family of David Dickerhoff, stepson 
of Lois Dickerhoff, who passed away on February 1st. Funeral 

services were held February 5th at The Chapel in Fort Wayne. 

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family of Elizabeth 
Vaudene French, Dianne Floor’s sister, who passed away on 
February 12th. Services for Vaudene were held February 16th at 
South Pleasant UMC.  

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family of Bev Westendorf 
(Brent’s mom) who passed away February 21st. A calling was held 
at McKee Mortuary on February 27th.  

Our sincere sympathies to the family of Helen Garner who passed 
away on February 23rd. Funeral services were held at the 

Timbercrest Chapel on February 29th. 

Our Global Partners for March are Jeremy & April 

McClung in Ontario, Canada. Jeremy reports that 

things are going very well at the Muskoko 

Community Church in Huntsville, Ontario. 

Attendance is up and we have been close to 100 

average so far this year. New people are getting 

connected, ministries are thriving, and people are 

really getting excited about our mission again.  

 

We had a great Christmas season. Pray for us as we 

plan to launch the Alpha Course soon, and for 

continued growth and momentum as we make a 

difference in Huntsville. We have a non-Brethren 

mission team coming up this summer to help in our 

ministry. Then our family will be attending the 

General Conference in July where we hope to meet 

many of you. Thank you for your continuing support 

through prayer.  
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28 – Joseph Chapman 
        Sarah Harting 
        Joe Deal 
31 – Jay Warner 
        Krisy Mize 
 
 

Anniversaries 
13 – Chase & Hayley Hand ‘09 
15 – Jim & Jean Erickson '80 
16 – Kent & Lisa Ulrey ‘95 
19 – Bill & Denise Leonhard ‘99 
24 – Jim & Shirley Mishler ‘56 
26 – Joseph & Janice Chapman ‘83 
29 – Adam and Stacy Bashore ‘08 
31 – Todd & Dianne Floor ‘71 

Birthdays 
  1 – Jo Montel 
        Brooke Pratt 
        Luciana Angle 
  4 – Bailey Michel 
  5 – Kendra McKinley 
  6 – Jorgan Montel 
  8 – Brittany Holmes 
        Traci Cummins 
        Brian Ramer 
  9 – Lisa Ulrey 
10 – Tyler Watson 
        Nate Trump 
11 – Caroline Clifton 
12 – Linda Warner 
        Roger Metzger 
15 – Ashton Moore 
        Addi Bordeaux 
        Daren Ransbottom 

16 – Kayla Blocher 
        Alayna Miller 
17 – Jim Baker 
18 – Melissa Miller 
        Sidney Hand 
20 – Sandy Burch 
21 – Shannon Cook 
22 – Ethan Longanecker 
23 – David Immel 
        Jordan Ayres 
        Kendra Metzger 
24 – Whitney Dennison 
25 – Craig Walters 
        Ben Vineyard 
        Landon Longanecker 
26 – Rebecca Clifton 
        Connie Beery 
27 – Caleb Stout 

– COMMUNION –  
 

Thursday, March 24,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

This special service is held in 
the Fellowship Hall.  It 
includes a light meal, feet-
washing option, and bread & 
cup elements.  Join us for a 
memorable evening of stories 
and experiences similar to 
Jesus’ last supper with His 
disciples as recorded in John 
13. 

To order a lily in memory or in 
honor of someone please complete 
an envelope, available in the foyer, 
and return it to the office. Prices 
are $18, $33, or $49. Deadline to 
order is March 11th.  

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2016 

 

March                     Psalm 
   7               12-14 
  8                       15-17 
  9             18 
10                 19-21 
11             22-24 

 
14             25-27 
15             28-30 
16             31 
17                       32-33 
18             34-35 

 
 

21         36-37 
22             38-39 
23                 40-41 
24            42-43 
25             44 

 
 

28           45 
29                      46-47 
30                48-49 
31                      50-51 

April 
26                    52-54             

 

 

Camp Day 
Camp Sign-up and 3rd Sunday Lunch 

April 17th  
 

District Conference 
@ the Brethren Retreat Center 

April 30th 
 

Orphan Garage Sale 
Proceeds benefit the Orphan Ministry 

April 30th 

L KING 
AHEAD  
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 What If He Hadn’t Been Raised?   

Easter, as we know, celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Think about 

it; Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  It’s possible that we’ve gotten so used to that 

truth that its meaning has lost its luster.  If so, perhaps one way that the shine can be 

restored is to ask the question, “What if He hadn’t been raised?” 

 The apostle Paul does something similar to this in his New Testament letter called 

1 Corinthians.   This letter was written to the church in the city of Corinth, Greece.  Paul 

wrote this letter to address some issues in the church, one of which was that there was 

some false teaching circulating to the effect that there was no such thing as the 

resurrection from the dead.  So in chapter 15 of the book Paul speaks to this issue in 

particular.  He says that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, that He appeared to His twelve 

apostles, and then to more than 500 people at the same time, most of whom were still alive when 

Paul was writing (so, Paul was saying, “Ask them if you doubt it!”).  And Jesus also appeared to 

Paul himself.  And Paul said if there was no such thing as the resurrection from the dead, then not 

even Christ has been raised, and if that was the case, then the faith that Christians have in Christ 

would be in vain; it would be worthless, and Christians would still be in 

their sins.  

 We’re used to thinking that Jesus died for our sins, and that’s 

true.  But Paul said that if Christ hadn’t been raised from the dead, we’d 

still be in our sins.   What that means is that Jesus’ death would not do 

us any good apart from His resurrection.  When God raised Jesus from 

the dead, it meant that, as Peter said in his Pentecost sermon in Acts 2, it was impossible for 

death to keep its hold on Him.  Why was it impossible?  Because death is the result of sin.  

Everybody sins, and so everybody dies.  However, Jesus did not sin, but He died anyway.  Why?  

He died for our sins.  But because He Himself had no sin, death had no power over Him, and so 

God raised Him from the dead.  And because Jesus was raised from the dead, all of those who 

believe in Him and have their sins forgiven have been delivered from death’s power.   

 What if Jesus hadn’t been raised?  We’d all be staring death in the face, and there would 

be no hope.  We would be like all unbelievers (which we were, at one point), having no hope and 

without God in the world (Ephesians 2:12).  When Easter comes in a few weeks, think about it as a 

man would remember a day when he was rescued from certain death.  As Paul wrote, Thanks be 

to God who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57). 

Ron Burns, Discipleship 

Coordinator 

All Scripture references are 

NASB 

“Jesus Christ 

was raised from 

the dead.  It’s 

possible that 

we’ve gotten so 

used to that 

truth that its 

meaning has lost 

its luster.”   

Jesus’ death would not do 
us any good apart from His 

resurrection. 
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We are excited to invite you on this journey with us.  Pastor Kurt is traveling to several places during his three 
month sabbatical (March-May).  His full itinerary, a family photo, psalm journals, and prayer cards are 
available to you in the Gathering Area. 
 

If a personal or congregational need arises during this sabbatical time, please contact Nicole in the office, 

Pastor Ron, or another staff/DLC member. 

P B & J 

Prayer Bible & Journal 
 

Sabbatical Prayer Card 

Bible Reading Plan 

Journal 

Pick up your PB & J from the Gathering 
Area and journey through the Psalms 
with us! 

Sabbatical Psalm Studies 
Some of the adult Sunday School classes will do a study of the 
Psalms beginning March 5th.  Please sign up in the foyer. 
 

 

 

The church Bible reading plan has us reading through the Psalms. 
Bookmarks are available in the foyer. 
 

 

 

A walk with God in the Psalms for Women: Would you like to develop 
a meaningful daily quiet time with the Lord? This study of 30 Psalms 
over a 10 week period (beginning in March) will help you get started. 
And a weekly time of sharing with other women will support and encour-
age you in your commitment to grow spiritually. A devotional guide will 
be provided for $5. If interested, please sign up in the foyer or contact 
Donna McKee (982-4676) or Pastor Ron today. 
 

 

 

Deeper Places: Experiencing God in the Psalms book study will be 
offered for about eight weeks on Thursday evenings from 6:30-7:30 
beginning March 17th in Room 102.  In this book, pastor and musician 
Matthew Jacoby (Sons of Korah) gives an in-depth look at the Psalms 
as a pathway to an intimate and satisfying relationship with God.  
Please sign up in the foyer or contact Pastor Ron today if you would like 
to participate.  
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Children’s  
Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nursery & 2 year old Class: We may be little, but we can learn to 
love Jesus just like everyone else.  Make Jesus a part of your  
little one’s life each day. 
 

Garden 3-K Class  At 9:15 we meet together in large group  
format and worship and learn about Jesus all together.  At  
10:30, we break into smaller groups as we work on applying  
Jesus to our lives.  Parents be sure to look on the back of our  
weekly take home papers to find examples of how to reinforce  
the story at home. 
 

LOFT - Our 1-6th graders Learning to LOVE OBEY FOLLOW GOD and Trust his 
Ways 
 

KFC - 5th & 6th Grade Kids For Christ - Join us this month as we 
meet for Roller Skating! 
 

Camp!  The summer Camp Schedule has arrived! Brochures are in 
the Office if you did not get one in the mail.  Please join us at the 3rd 
Sunday Luncheon in April for Sign up for Camp Day!  Remember, the 
church will pay ½ your camp cost for one camp a year. 

 

Helpers: Please sign up on the Helper Bulletin Board by the stairs across from the LOFT room C
h
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Galatians 5:22-23 
New International Version (NIV) 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, 23 gentleness and self-

control. Against such things 

there is no law. 

Club RIOT and KFC 

 

Come for a Really, Incredible, 
Outstanding Time 

 

Wednesday in March 

Ages 4-4th Grade (Club RIOT) 

Ages 5th & 6th Graders (KFC- Kids for 
Christ!) 

 
 

Let Your Fruit Grow  
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MARCH WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday Mornings: Both JH and HS classes meet in La Casa from 9:15-10:15am  

to study and discuss Scripture and apply it to their lives.  
 

Wednesday Lunches: MJSHS Students are welcome to join a Bible Study in Room 115 

across from the library during their lunch period.  
 

Wednesday Nights: JH and HS Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall from 

6:15 to 7:45pm to strengthen relationships with each other and deepen our connection 

with God. Friends are always welcome to join us!  

 
 

HS MOVIE NIGHT 
Dinner and a movie on Sunday, March 6th: We’re going to see Risen in theater! 

Leaving from the church at 3:40pm and getting back at 8:30. Bring $20.  

 
 

SENIOR BREAKFAST 
Sunday, March 13th: Just for our graduating seniors!  

9:30am at Gary and Rosie Purdy’s house (303 Bond St). 

 
 

GROG NIGHT 
Friday, March 18th: 120 minutes of braving the darkness and the  

dangerous, lurking Grogs. Join us and invite your friends. From 8 to 10pm.    

 
 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE 
Are You Ready for Summer? This year Youth Conference is back in Ashland, OH.  

The dates are July 18-22. Cost is $150 for the first student in a family, then $100 for 

additional students in that family. *After May 25, price per student will go up by $50.  

 
 

MOPS AND POTS 
For Parents of Teenagers: The Youth Discipleship Ministry wants to start a new 

sub-ministry that would function similar to MOPS. The leadership team of this 

ministry would provide coordination and structure to a few gatherings where 

networking, resourcing, and empowering can take place. Any parents who 

would be interested in helping get this ministry off the ground, please contact 

Pastor Tim or a member of the YDM. 

Y
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3RD SUNDAY LUNCH 

 

A team will be traveling to Peru this year 

for missions. Please join them after 

services on Sunday, March 20th for a 

meal to raise funds for their trip. More 

details coming soon! 

Clothing Drive 

 

County Line Brethren Church has put 

out a call for gently used clothes (no 

stains, frays, or tears)  that you no 

longer need. Clothing for all ages, 

male or female, are being collected 

but need is especially high for 

children’s clothing. All donations will be 

given to Riverside Christian School in 

Lost Creek, KY. This private religious 

school is a special ministry of the 

Brethren Church. Riverside has a 

clothing ministry that will put these 

donations to good use. Donations are 

being accepted in the Gathering Area 

now through April 30th. Contact 

Linda Immel (982-8238) with any 

questions.   

_________ GO: IMPACT God’s World _________ 
GO is more than a mission trip, GO is a way of life. 
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