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Our Mission: To lead people into a growing, personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. God has gifted our congregation 

to help families at their point of need, primarily through children 

and youth.  

After my Dad passed away, I skimmed through his Bible and notebooks.  Among his papers, I found the following 
article I originally wrote in the fall of 2014.  He was a man who modeled contentment and selflessness.  He went 
without so his family and others could enjoy and experience something of value.  He was a man of gratefulness and 
generosity.  He will be missed this Thanksgiving as my family gathers around the table, but I pray his attitude of 
contentment and thanksgiving continues to live on in us…and in you too! 

 

Thankfulness leads to Contentment 
By Pastor Kurt Stout 

It’s difficult to be content in a world 
that flashes ads about new phones, exciting 
vacations, big trucks, spacious homes, 
fashionable clothes, youthful bodies, and 
amazing technology.  With so much before 
us, there’s no wonder discontentment creeps 
into our lives so easily.  Before we know it, 
we think our wants are our needs, and we 
begin a pursuit that often leads to 
more discontentment.  So what is a 
remedy or how do we guard 
ourselves from this personal plague?  
Thankfulness. 

Recently I spoke with a young couple 
who is learning that thankfulness can defuse 
the unsettledness that often permeates our 
culture and the church.  At night, as they 
pray together, they are finding themselves 
more often offering thanks to God instead of 
requests.*   This intentional practice of 
thankfulness is causing them to see God’s 
loving care and provision in ways that 
previously had gone perhaps unnoticed or at 
least unidentified.  Their resources are 
limited.  They have student loans.  They 
choose to go without while others enjoy.  

Eating out is rare, not routine.  But they are 
thankful for so many reasons.  And this 
thankfulness which they are sharing together 
is softening their hearts and beginning to 
bring them contentment in multiple ways. 

How about you?  Are you 
overwhelmed by discontentment?  Often 
looking at what you don’t have?  Jealous of 

what others seem to be 
enjoying?  Finding yourself 
grumpy or complaining?  Try 
choosing to be thankful.  The 
word “choose” is intentional.  

Walking the path of thankfulness is a choice.  
Watching for God’s creative hand is a choice.  
Letting go of the “needs” we conjure up in 
our minds is a choice.  And it’s freeing. 

A last word of caution:  choosing 
thankfulness is a daily choice.  Awake each 
day with a willingness and readiness to see 
God in the midst of the journey He leads you 
on.  Don’t miss the adventures that await 
those who discover that “Godliness with 
Contentment is great gain.” (1 Timothy 6:6-
10 see below) 

Walking the path of 

thankfulness is a 

daily choice. 

*It’s certainly not wrong or unbiblical to “present your requests to God” (Phil 4:6), but note the entirety of this verse, 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.” 
 
** “6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 
out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into tempta-
tion and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.”  (1 Timothy 6: 6-10) 
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Thank You  

Thank you for your kind notes and expressions of 

sympathy during the passing of my mother, Mary 

Bryan.  

 In Christ, 

 Greg Hicks 

 
First Brethren Family, 

I was surprised and delighted Sunday evening to receive 

your gifts of appreciation. Thank you so much. It meant 

a lot to me.  

 Suzanna Hicks 

 
Dear Church, 

You are all so awesome. Trust me, all churches are not the 

same as First Brethren. Thank you for the support in all 

areas during Del’s passing. It was much appreciated. 

Thank you especially for all the prayer. I feel held up and 

cushioned. I know the Lord is walking with me. I have 

been so blessed, blessed, blessed. 

 Connie Beery 

 
Thank you to Pastor Kurt for being available during this 

difficult time. To my church family for the cards, 

prayers, and support. To the ladies who prepared a 

memorial meal that was enjoyed and appreciated by 

family and friends. A difficult time made easier by 

being a part of this church. 

 Becky Naragon 

 
Since November is traditionally Thanksgiving month, I 

want to take this opportunity to thank my church family 

for everything you've done to help me as I travel a new 

journey without Dennie.  From cards throughout the past 

several months to continued prayers, invites out, words of 

encouragement, offers of help, hugs, smiles...the list could 

go on.  Your love and support have been awesome.  You've 

not only shown me your love, but Christ's everlasting love 

as well.  

 Jeanne Dolby 

We offer our sympathies to the family of Ralph 
Naragon at his passing on October 7th. Services were 
held at the church on October 19th.  

Our Newest Members 
We would like the congregation to know that we have joyfully 
welcomed the following people into membership here at First Brethren 
since September 2016:   
 

Matt & Julie Burlingame 
Darren & Teresa Martin-Gay 

 

These baptized believers, already members of the worldwide Body of 
Christ, have recognized that Christ has placed them in this local body 
to:  1) GATHER, 2) to GROW, and 3) to GO. We are blessed to have 
their commitment to this mission and excited for the opportunity to 
walk through this life side by side! If you are interested in becoming a 
member please speak with a pastor or DLC member.   

We offer our sympathies to the family of Norma Haecker (mother of 
Jo Hays and Craig Haecker) at her passing on October 24th. Services 
were held at the church on October 28th.  

Tyler and Anna Mast welcomed son Liam Wade 
to the family on October 12th, weighing 5lb 14oz 
and 18in long. Liam joins the family with big 
siblings Bridgette and Jaxson. Proud grandpar-

ents are Mark and Caroline Callaway. 

Job Opening: 
Children’s 
Ministry 

Coordinator 
First Brethren is 
looking for a 
sincere Christ-
Follower who has a 
big heart for kids 

and exhibits good leadership and organizational 
qualities.  Maybe it is you or someone you know who 
can work 15 hours a week to support, assist, and 
partner with the Children’s Discipleship Ministry and 
its leadership teams to reach and teach newborns 
through elementary children to grow in a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Job descriptions and 
applications are available in the office or from Pastor 
Kurt. 



P A G E  3  

25 – Ryan Anguilm 
        Jason Lauer 
        Tera Peden 
27 – Marcy Pratt 
        Martin Hernandez 
28 – Larry Montel 
29 – Tyson Callaway 
30 – Tiara Lincoln 
 

Anniversaries 
  3 – Jake & Sarah Longanecker ‘05 
  5 – Steve & Romia Olsen ‘77 
18 – Greg & Suzanna Hicks ‘78 
19 – Garen & Susan Bushong ‘77 
26 – Greg & Faith Miller ‘05 
        Billy & Julie Yarnelle ‘89 
27 – Darren Gay & Teresa Martin ‘04 

November 
  Birthdays 
  1 – Jeanne Dolby 
        Aaron Godoy-Forrester 
  3 – Ben McLaughlin 
        Blake Pohler 
        Bronwyn Harris 
        Lora Ogden 
  4 – Stella Pyle 
        Chayanne Martin 
  5 – Gavin Mize 
        Lillian Herrmann 
  6 – Alex Newell 
        Lisa Ruppert 
  7 – Chris Frantz 
  8 – Stacy Bashore 
  9 – Joyce McBride 
10 – Mike Clifton 

11 – David Pyle 
13 – Teresa Mize 
        Dean Blocher 
16 – Schuyler Collett 
17 – Janelle Walters 
        Lacy Trump 
18 – Kelly Bordeaux 
19 – Clayton Petrie 
        William Anguilm 
        Brett Miller 
        Allison Ramseier 
20 – Jordan Michel 
21 – Shaun Callaway 
        Brittany Ogden 
        Mason Mast 
22 – Bekah Callaway 
23 – Erica McKinley 
24 – Steve Searles 

Library 

Lines 
 

The kids section 
of the library will 
be adding 
historical biographies of Christian 
leaders.  Even if you aren't a kid, 
take a look at what may be a quick 
read to inspire you to reach out to 
those around you and learn from 
others who have  led others to 
Jesus.  

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in the pews are 

available for any prayer requests. You 

may place the card in the offering plate 

or leave it in the church office.  

Weekly Prayer opportunities 

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary door to the children’s wing. 

Except for Monday morning and Wednesday (when Suzanna is in her office), the 

Prayer Room is available for prayer whenever the church is open. During each of 

the Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there for you, the 

congregation of FBC.  

We would like to encourage everyone to choose a Sunday and a service and sign 

up to pray there. Sign up is on the bulletin board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each Tuesday 

at 6:30 p.m. in the library. It consists of 

guided prayer time and spontaneous 

scripture reading. Adults, teens, and 

kids welcome.  

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2016 

 

November           Hebrews 
  7               11 
  8                       12 
  9             13 
              James 
10                 1 
11             2-3 

 
14           4-5 
             Zechariah 
15             1 
16             2-3 
17                       4-5 
18             6-7 

 
21         8 
22             9 
23                 10 
24            11 
25             12-13 

 
28         14 
             1 Peter 
29                        1 
30                2 

December 
  1                        3 
  2                      4-5  

MISSIONARY MOMENTS  
 Our November focus is on the work in the country of Chile.  

 

Carlos & Zulema Quiroga have faithfully served the Iglesia de los Hermanos for 

many years. This congregation is serving in many ways through their 
neighborhood and community. There is a group of women that regularly visit with 

residents of a nursing home, serve meals to poor people and do street evangelism. 
The church is launching a new ministry to provide a place for children after school 

to get a small meal and help with homework while they wait for their parents to 

get out of work. They hope to add a new kitchen area on the side of the church 
soon.  
 

Caleb & Tracy Godoy-Forrester, along with their sons Benjamin, Aaron, & 

Oliver, have been in Papudo almost 2 years and continue to expand their work 
with single moms and outreach to the community through the Blue Door Café. The 

Godoys have established many connections and hope to start a beach church this 
coming summer (Dec - Feb). Tracy has weekly Bible study with several single 

moms and visits with elderly women in the community sharing the love of God 

with them. Tracy and Oliver are here through Nov. 15th. Come hear more about 
their work in Chile on Harvest Sunday (Nov 13th)!  
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“ W h e n  w e 

remember how 

God has worked 

for us in the past, 

i t  g i v e s  u s 

confidence that 

He’ll continue to 

do so, and it helps 

us to be thankful.” 

Looking Back 
Sometimes it’s not a good idea to look back.  When we’re driving, for example, 

it’s best to keep our eyes on the road.  That’s why we have rear view mirrors, so 

we can see what’s behind us without turning our heads.  Satchel Paige, a 

baseball player of a previous generation, said, “Don’t look back; something 

might be gaining on you.”  But there are times when it’s important to look back, 

and to do it often.   In Psalm 78 the psalmist says, “we will tell the generation to 

come the praises of the Lord, and His strength and His wondrous works that He 

has done.”  The psalmist goes on to speak of such wondrous works as the Lord 

bringing the plagues on Egypt, parting the sea so the Israelites could pass 

through, giving them water to drink from a rock and manna to eat in the 

wilderness.  These deeds were to be remembered and talked about to the next 

generation so that “they would put their confidence in God” and “keep His 

commandments.”  Sadly, most of the Israelites whom God brought out of 

slavery in Egypt “forgot His deeds,” the psalmist says, and sinned against Him, 

rebelling “against the Most High in the desert,” with the result that most died in 

the wilderness without reaching the promised land. 

 Unlike the Israelites, we would do well to look back often and remember God’s works 

on our behalf.  Providence is defined as “divine guidance or care;” it is God watching over 

affairs in the universe and working them out according to His will.  In his book The Mystery of 

Providence, John Flavel writes, “It is the duty of the saints, especially in times of straits 

(difficulties), to reflect upon the performances of Providence for them in all the states and 

through all the stages of their lives.”  When we remember how God has worked for us in the 

past, it gives us confidence that He’ll continue to do so, and it helps us to be thankful. 

 The pilgrims understood the value of looking back.  In 1620 they landed in Plymouth, 

Massachusetts after sailing from England.  Their first winter was horrible, and about half of 

them died.  But the following summer things looked better because they expected a good corn 

harvest.  So early in the fall the governor, William Bradford, arranged a harvest festival to give 

thanks to God for the progress the colony had made.  Their first thanksgiving puts ours to shame.  

It lasted three days; the men shot ducks, geese and turkeys, and the menu also included clams, 

eel, other fish, wild plums, leeks, cornbread and watercress.  The women supervised the cooking 

over outdoor fires.  Ninety Indians also attended, and they brought five deer.  Everyone ate 

outdoors at large tables and enjoyed games and a military review.  What’s really amazing is that 

they had all this fun before there was television and football!  The pilgrims looked back, gave 

thanks to God for what He’d done, and their troubles rode off into the sunset.  Let’s follow their 

example and look back on what God has done for us, and allow it to produce thanksgiving and 

confidence in Him. 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 

All Scripture references are NASB 



         HAPPENING THIS MONTH 

SPECIAL SERVICES 

Harvest “One Service” Sunday: November 13 
9:15 All adult and Youth SS classes; LOFT 

10:30 Service ONLY 
 

Followed by our FBC FAMILY HARVEST DINNER 
 

Turkey and Drinks will be provided. Bring your own tableware and  
two dishes according to your last name:  

 

A-F  salad & dessert                G-M hot side & dessert                   N-Z hot side & salad 
 

Turkeys needed: If you would like to purchase and/or cook a turkey for this meal please contact Rita Haecker @ 578-1687 
 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting: November 20 
8:00 worship service 

9:15 congregational meeting  
(kids programming lead by the youth) 

10:30 worship service 
 

Each fall our congregation gathers to review a budget, select ministry leaders and delegates, and hear 
updates on matters impacting congregational life (such as facility, discipleship, and worship services).  Typically 
this meeting has been during the week, but attendance and participation has been weak.  In an effort to have 
more congregational involvement the Diaconate Leadership Council (DLC) is having our annual congregational 
meeting on Sunday morning, November 20 at 9:15 am in the sanctuary (after the 8:00 am service and before 
the 10:30 service). 

 All members and regular attenders are encouraged to come to this important meeting of information and 
celebration.  Children’s programming will be provided by the youth so parents can attend.   Should an hour not be 
sufficient to carry-out our decisions and discussions, the congregation can determine to extend our meeting to a 
later time or date.  

In the weeks leading up this meeting each ministry has presented a brief sketch of their ministry 
responsibility and activity.  If you have questions related to these ministries, please speak directly with the ministry 
leader or staff member.  If there is an agenda item you wish to include, please speak with Moderator Andy Cook, 
Vice-Moderator Greg Hicks, or Pastor Kurt. 

 
 

Community Thanksgiving Service: November 27 
First Brethren will be the host site for this year’s Manchester Fellowship of Churches 

Thanksgiving  Service on Sunday evening, November 27th. Join others from our church and our 
community in the sanctuary at 6:00 p.m. 
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   HAPPENING THIS MONTH 

GO: IMPACT GOD’S WORLD 
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BRETHREN RETREAT CENTER:  
Fall Volunteer Weekend:  

Come help the BRC get ready for winter! Projects include removing shingles on the Tabernacle roof, 
painting and dry walling at the Layman’s Lodge, landscaping at the Retreat Haus patio, tree removal 
and log splitting, and much more! Your help is much appreciated – whether it’s all weekend or a few 
hours one day. Also included are good food, comfortable lodging, and fun fellowship! Contact Matt Webb 
(901-0349) or the BRC (260-768-4519) with questions. 
                         

BBQ Chicken Fundraiser:   
Orders are being taken now. Cost is $7/half. Matt Webb will deliver to the church around 4:00 pm 

on Saturday, November 5th. Sign up on the sheets in the Foyer, Gathering Area, and outside the LOFT. 
Checks should be made payable to the Brethren Retreat @ Shipshewana Lake 

 
24-7 PRAYER FOR OUR NATION:  
The Wabash Community Prayer Team is calling all churches to prayer for the 2016 election. A 24-7 
Call to Prayer for our Nation will run from Oct 26 – Nov 8 in Wabash County churches. FBC has 
committed to pray from 6am – 10pm on Sunday, November 6th. Please sign up outside the prayer 
room to take a specific block within that time frame and commit to prayer – in our prayer room, your 
home, or the Hesychia House (433 N. Wabash St, Wabash). Lists of prayer targets and prayer points 
are available in the prayer room or the office for anyone who would like a copy. Contact Mike 
McLaughlin with any questions. A prayer gathering will also be held on the Sunday before the 
election, Nov. 6th, at 4:30 pm in the Blue Gym of the Wabash YMCA. Please join with other believers 
in our county in praying for this election.  

 
MAINTENANCE WORK DAY:  
The Ministry of Property would like to ask all handy-men and women to join them for a maintenance 
work day at the church on Saturday, November 12th. There are several projects needing attention 
requiring people willing to work on plumbing, electrical, carpentry, and other general maintenance 
needs. A signup sheet is located in the office. Work will begin at 7 a.m. and go until projects run out – 
stay all day or just a few hours. Contact a ministry member (Joel Harting, Mark York, Matt Smith, 
Jason Lauer, Jason Meredith) with any questions or if you are aware of an issue needing attention.  
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES:  
Fill a shoebox (extras available outside the office and by the LOFT) with toys, hygiene items, school 
supplies and other fun and useful things for a boy or girl who otherwise may not receive a Christmas 
gift this year. Bring your filled shoeboxes, along with $7 shipping per box, to the Gathering Area by 
November 14th. This is a great project to do as a family or a group!  
 
COATS FOR OUR COMMUNITY:  
New and gently used coats, gloves, hats, and scarves are being collected by the Gathering Class. These 
will be distributed through Manchester Community Schools “Gift of Giving” in early December. Coats will 
be sorted and tagged with a message from FBC. Monetary donations are also being accepted (write 
“Coats” in the memo of your check). Anyone who would like to help with this Operation Blessing project 
(sorting, making tags, tagging, publicity, etc) please see a member of the Gathering Class. Deadline for 
donations is November 20th. Please begin NOW to lift this project up in prayer! That we can be a 
BLESSING of Warmth to our community! 
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LOFT 

November will be the last month of our fall theme "The Lord is My 

Shepherd" in LOFT and elementary Sunday School.   We will continue 

to learn how leaders in the Old Testament learned to trust God.   

Kids can say the memory verses (Proverbs 3:5-6) and challenges 

(Psalm 23 and books of the Old Testament) on the last two Sundays of 

the month.   

 

Elementary Sunday School  
Bring your Bibles each week as we learn to look up verses and find 

and read the Bible Story out of our Bibles. This is where we work on 

applying the lesson to our lives.   

 

Garden 2’s  
Our Story this month: Joseph and the coat of many colors       

Our Theme is: I am Thankful. 

 

Garden 3-K’s 

Our Theme this month: Kids from the Bible! 

Children will hear true stories of Old Testament kids: Miriam, 

David, the Little Girl who helped Naaman, and Josiah. During 

the first lesson, they will hear the basic truth that God is with us.  

 

Our Verse/Song of the Month is:  

Tune of Skip to my Lou - Galatians 5:13 

Serve, Serve, Serve One Another 

Serve, Serve, Serve One Another 

Serve, Serve, Serve One Another 

Serve One Another Humbly in Love 

 

Thanks for our all our Children’s Ministry Teachers, Helpers, & Prayer Partners 
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NOVEMBER SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY AM 

JH and HS classes meet in La Casa from 9:15-10:15am.  
 

WEDNESDAY PM 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall from 6:15 to 7:45pm. 

Friends are always welcome to join us! 
 

 
 

 

 

HEARTWORK 
FUNDRAISING GOES THROUGH THANKSGIVING 

#LiveDifferent #SpendYourselves #30Days of Heartwork 

 

We’ve set a goal to raise $5,000 by Thanksgiving. 

The money goes to provide a real bathroom for the  

boys’ home in the Brethren orphanage in India. 

 

If each student raised/gave $100, we would reach our goal.  

How easy could it be to come up with $100? Here are some ideas: 

Rake some yards 

Raid your piggy bank 

Redirect some money (skip the movies, a meal, or that extra _____) 

Sell some of your stuff 

Babysit some kids 

Ask your parents to match what you give 

Do a bake sale with some friends 
 

 
 

GROG 
7:00-9:00PM, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

You know the game. Come decked out in your camo and face paint.  

Invite friends and be ready to play Extreme Grog! 
 

 

 

PARENTS 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

In December, we want to have separate Christmas parties for the JH and HS group. If 

you would be willing to host a party, let Pastor Tim know ASAP. Thanks! 
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REACH Christmas Boxes 
Set up Dec. 5th - 9th 

Delivery Dec. 10th @ 9:00 a.m. 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
December 24th 
6:30 & 9:00 p.m. 

 

FBC Family Christmas  
December 25th  

10:30 a.m. 

L KING 
AHEAD  

Prison Fellowship Angel 
Tree: Sharing Jesus' love to those 
in prison and their families.  May both 
those in prison and their families 
know how much they are loved by 
God by how we show or share His 
love to them this Christmas and 
*beyond Christmas. 
 

Ways our church family can share/show Jesus Love: 
1. Praying for the inmates and their families - Pray for reconciliation with 

God and with their families etc.  

2. By purchasing a gift for their child(ren) on their behalf.  Angel Tree 
tags will be available during the Harvest luncheon on Nov. 13 thru Nov. 20. 

(Please drop gift at church by Sun., Dec. 3rd.) 

3. Helping at the Angel Tree skating party on Sat., Dec. 10th. (Contact 
Shannon Cook at 982-7001)  Gifts will be passed out and the Greatest Gift 

of all (the Good News) will be shared.  

4. Purchasing a Bible to give to a family. (Please drop Bible off at church 

by Sun., Dec. 3rd) 

5. Helping sew blankets that will be given to each child. (Contact Pattie 

Webb at (260) 901-0347) 

6. Purchasing a Bible and sending a Christmas card to inmates. 

(Contact Traci Cummins at 260-306-1283) 

7. *Please prayerfully consider being a pen pal to build a relationship 

beyond Christmas time. (Contact Traci Cummins at 260-306-1283) 


