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Our Mission: To lead people into a growing, personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. God has gifted our congregation 

to help families at their point of need, primarily through children 

and youth.  

DON’T LEAVE US 
By Pastor Kurt Stout  

Two resignations in one week!  I didn’t see that coming.  God on the other hand wasn’t 

surprised.  He was the One nudging Suzanna and Teresa to focus more of their time and energy 

into other areas of their lives.  God is equally not in the dark about the next ministry decisions 

our leadership teams will be making on account of these changes.  Our great and mighty Father 

has a good plan for us and I am very curious and anxious for that to unfold.  As this becomes 

clearer to us, we will let you know.  In the meantime, let us all be prayerfully discerning, asking 

God to reveal His next steps for us. 

As these two staff members sat in my office recently telling me God wanted them to 

leave their positions here at First Brethren, I felt similar to what the disciples wrestled with 

when Jesus told them He was moving on (John 16:5-7).  “No! Don’t leave us.”  “We need you.”  

“We’re not ready for this change.”  Jesus understood their concerns and questions.  He also 

understood that His departure was necessary.  He goes even so far so say that it was good for 

them (v.7).  “Now that’s going too far Jesus.” 

 So, how could someone leaving be good for us?  It forces us to step into places we have 

yet to venture.  It makes room for other leaders to emerge.  It allows for new perspectives.  

When I left on sabbatical for three months, we went through a similar period of transition.  Now 

granted, Suzanna and Teresa’s departures are more permanent than mine, but in my absence, 

people stepped in as I stepped out.  Some of these individuals are still leading, thus enabling me 

to focus in other areas of ministry and responsibility.   I don’t know where this transition will 

lead us, but I do know Who is leading us; and I am watching Him with eager anticipation.  This 

doesn’t mean it will be easy or we won’t get a bit anxious.  But it does mean we will learn to 

depend on God in ways we haven’t for the past 10 years while these excellent staff members 

have been a part of our team. 

The good news is that Jesus’ departure paved a way for the Holy Spirit to come.  Hear 

what Jesus said, “Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 

Him to you (v.7).  Jesus has given us His Spirit to carry on the mission and ministry the Father 

has for us.  Suzanna and Teresa may be leaving their positions (not the church thankfully), but 

we are not alone.  God is making a way and hopefully we are courageous and obedient to follow 

His path. 

 If you have questions, ideas, or concerns about these positions or the gaps we may feel 

in their absence, please feel free to talk with me, a DLC member, or individuals on the Nurture 

or Children’s Discipleship Ministries.  Your prayers and help will be greatly appreciated. 
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Those with whom I have consulted know how difficult it has been for me to come to the decision to leave 

my position as Care Coordinator at First Brethren Church, effective September 2, 2016.  I have come to 

love this congregation and will hold the struggles and stories I have been privileged to hear in my heart 

for a long, long time.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve you and for the support and encouragement 

to grow professionally. 
 

The time required to manage my private practice has increased to a point where I can no longer manage 

two positions and I need more time to nurture my relationships.  Although I am 

leaving my position, Greg and I will not be leaving First Brethren Church. This 

transition will take time—for me and the congregation.  Please pray for joy and 

wisdom as we move forward.  Again, thank you. 
 

Gratefully, 

Suzanna Hicks, Care Coordinator 

Thanks for all the teachers, helpers, and families who have supported me these 

last years as I have been the Children’s Ministry Coordinator.  I totally love 

being a part of this ministry - and plan on continuing - just not as the Ministry 

Coordinator.  I work at teaching our kids to obey God when he asks you to do 

something and I know that he is asking me to step aside and let someone else be 

the Ministry Coordinator.  Please continue to be supportive of our Children’s 

Ministry, teaching our kids that Jesus want to be their forever friend in a 

relationship that lasts more than a lifetime.    
 

Thank you,  

Teresa Mize  

A Call to Prayer and Fasting: Leadership Selection 
 

This month the congregation (attending believers) is invited to suggest names for three Diaconate Leadership Council (DLC) 
positions,  as well as one or two individuals to serve on each of the Ministries. Take some time to fast and prayerfully consider 
who you feel may best serve in these leadership positions.  Perhaps you feel led to serve. 
 

Confirmation of DLC members will likely take place on a Sunday in early October, while the Ministry positions will be selected at 
the annual congregational meeting (date TBD).  No nominations will be taken from the floor during the business meeting. 
 

The basis by which you should nominate someone is on their integrity, spiritual maturity, giftedness, and commitment.  Church 
membership is required to serve on the DLC, but not to serve on a Ministry team.  Below is a brief description of the Diaconate 
Leadership Council and Ministries. 
 

PURPOSE OF THE DIACONATE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
According to the Constitution, the DLC shall: 1) seek God’s will for the vision and direction of The Church; 2) demonstrate servant 
leadership as modeled in the life of Jesus; 3) make major policy decisions; 4) oversee the Ministries; and 5) provide prayer 
support and accountability for the Senior Pastor as well as the staff and Ministries of The Church.  These leaders typically meet bi
-monthly.  Garen Bushong and Mike Pyle, current DLC members, have completed two terms and are unavailable for 
reaffirmation.  Thank them for their faithful service to the Lord and this congregation. 
 

PURPOSE OF THE MINISTRIES 
(Adult Discipleship, Youth Discipleship, Children’s Discipleship, Nurture, Worship, Outreach, Stewardship, Property) 

As indicated by their specific titles, these ministries oversee the various programs related to their area of ministry.  The aim of 
these ministries is not to do all the serving, but to encourage and empower others to serve along them in ministry.  These ministry 
leaders meet monthly. 
 

For more detailed information about the role and responsibilities of the DLC and Ministries,  
stop by the office and pick up a copy of the church constitution. 
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News & Announcements 

Thank You  

Thank you for face painting and the free snow cones 

during Fun Fest. Everyone loved it!  

 The Fun Fest Committee 

 
Thank you to all the volunteers and helpers who 

participated in this year’s Fun Fest Chicken and Fish 

Fry, which was held at Warvel Park on August 13th! 

And a special thanks to Chris Walters for all the work 

you put in to make this undertaking successful each 

year!  

 
Thank you to Jeanne Dolby, Patty Metzger, Ron Eberly, 

Craig Walters, Jim Mishler, Andy & Shannon Cook, and 

any others who have been working to take care of the 

outside of our church this summer by weeding, mowing, 

trimming bushes, and other general clean up. We are 

grateful to you for stepping in where you have seen 

needs.  

 
The Junior High S.S. class wants to thank everyone that 

came to their Third Sunday Luncheon and gave to their 

mission projects. The money they received will pay for 

their annual support of Bobby G., an India orphan, 

contribute to Aaron and Oliver Godoy and their work 

with youth in Papudo, Chile, and support an orphan 

through Compassion International.   

 
Thank you to everyone that bought an apron or gave 

money to help pay the Godoy-Forrester’s bill. It has been 

paid in full! We still have 4 blankets to sell that were 

handmade by the girls that Tracy works with. See Pastor 

Kurt or Linda Immel if you’d like one. They are $50 

each.  

 
The Outreach Team would like to thank those who 

volunteered time to hand out school supplies and also a 

big thanks to the youth who did a great job making snow 

cones and painting faces for the FunFest Kickoff.  

 
Please pass on my thank you to the women that made the 

prayer blanket.  I love the brigh,t cheery color and it has 

been my go to warm up.  Each time I cover with it I am 

reminded of the women (unknown to me) that made it for 

ME!  A true blessing!  And they prayed for me as they 

made the blanket.  Thank you ladies ! 

 So Blessed, 

 Debbie Thompson 

Congratulations to Noah & Krisandra (Mize) 
Johnson on their wedding which took place on 
Saturday, August 13th. Expressions of 
congratulations may be sent to the couple at 1794 
IWU Student Center, Marion, IN 46953.  

Our Newest Members 
We would like the congregation to know that we have joyfully 
welcomed the following people into membership here at First Brethren 
since June 1, 2016:   
 

Jason & Jennifer Meredith 
Steve & Marcy Parker 

Jim Erickson 
 

These baptized believers, already members of the worldwide Body of 
Christ, have recognized that Christ has placed them in this local body 
to:  1) GATHER, 2) to GROW, and 3) to GO. We are blessed to have 
their commitment to this mission and excited for the opportunity to 
walk through this life side by side! If you are interested in becoming a 
member please speak with a pastor or DLC member.   

MISSIONARY MOMENTS  
 For the month of September we are focusing 
on the church planting branch of the Brethren Church 
called MissioChurch. This movement is led by Bill 
Ludwig, and there are several couples ministering in 
areas where new Brethren churches are being planted. 
Please be praying for these people as they follow God 
in establishing and leading new Brethren 
congregations. These couples are: Justin & Megan 
Morris in VA, Reggie & Julie Harvey in Dayton, OH, 
Dustin & Jamie White in Canton, OH, Ryan & Lindsay 
Smith in Nappanee, IN and Jesse & Tiffany Adams in 
CA. 
 
 

INDIA PASTOR  
 Our India pastor for September is Yesu P. 
(Pamula-family name). He pastors and leads the 
Brethren village church in Narkedimilli. Pastor Yesu 
graduated from the Brethren Bible Institute and is 
good in preaching the Word of God and is a very good 
Prayer Warrior. His wife is Mrs. P. Chinna and they 
have 6 children, 2 boys and 4 girls. Mrs. Chinna has 
the gift of singing and often helps to lead worship in 
their church. The church in Narkedimilli has baptized 
242 members since it was established, and they are 
very active during the week with Sunday School and 
Worship, Friday fasting prayer meeting and Saturday 
women’s prayer fellowship. Pray for protection as 
Pastor Yesu faithfully serves the Brethren Mission in 
India. 
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26 – Kynzi Peden 
28 – Gavin Harting 
        Anne Flenar 

 

Anniversaries 
  2 – Michael & DeAnne Clifton ‘89 
        Matthew & Teresa Mize ‘94 
  6 – Daren & Rachel Ransbottom ‘14 
  7 – Steve & Vicky White ‘74 
10 – Ryan & Sarah Anguilm '94 
        Ian & Katherine Angle ‘11 
16 – Mike & Lucy McKinley ‘89  
19 – Heath & Jennifer Miller ‘98 
20 – Ted & Jackie Ihnen ‘53 
21 – Loren & Brenda Blocher '85 
27 – Phil & Brittany Holmes ‘14 
29 – Dane & Jill Simcoe ‘01 

September 

Birthdays 
1 –   Garen Bushong 
        Steve Bucher 
        Megan Sites 
  7 – Michael Johnson 
        Michelle Johnson 
        Earl Montel 
  8 – Matt Carver 
10 – Alex Sparks 
11 – Kyle Martin 
12 – Rena Vawter 
        Hope Miller 
13 – Delton Moore 
        Heath Miller 
        Kim Pratt 
        Penny Deal 
        Dallas Martin 
14 – Amy Baker 
        Raimi Vawter 

15 – Wendy Frantz 
        Tyler Mast 
        Cindy Miller 
        Skylar Hackworth 
16 – Tyler Brunk 
17 – Addison Ramseier 
19 – Hannah Newell 
        Darren Gay 
20 – Jenny Hill 
21 – Renae Blocher 
22 – Dorene Fratus 
        Jessilyn McKee 
        Miranda Martin 
23 – Cooper Lauer 
24 – Cindy Pyle 
        Michael Clifton 
        Amy Collett 
        Dale Ruppert 
25 – Loren Blocher 
        Brenda Blocher 
        Holden Poston 

Library 

Lines 
 

Remember to let 
Lisa Rice know if 
you would like to 
request a certain resource for the 
church library.  New books and 
videos will be ordered this month.  

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     

2016 

 

September           Micah 
  5               7 

   Ephesians 

 6                      1 

  7             2 

  8                 3-4 

  9             5 

 
12           6 

            Philippians 

13             1 

14             2-3 

15                     4 

   Colossians 

16               1       

 
19         2 

20             3 

21                     4 

            Nahum 

22                      1 

23             2 

 
26                     3 

            Habakkuk 

27                      1-2 

28                       3 

   1 Thess. 

29                      1-2 

30             3-4 
 

 

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in the pews are 

available for any prayer requests. You 

may place the card in the offering plate 

or leave it in the church office.  

Weekly Prayer opportunities 

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary door to the children’s wing. 

Except for Monday morning and Wednesday (when Suzanna is in her office), the 

Prayer Room is available for prayer whenever the church is open. During each of 

the Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there for you, the 

congregation of FBC.  

We would like to encourage everyone to choose a Sunday and a service and sign 

up to pray there. Sign up is on the bulletin board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each Tuesday 

at 6:30 p.m. in the library. It consists of 

guided prayer time and spontaneous 

scripture reading. Adults, teens, and 

kids welcome.  

Young @ Heart 
Camp isn't just for kids!  Young at Heart is 
for those who are just that- Young at 
Heart!  Come join in on a fun time with the 
Young at Heart crowd on September 12 -15. 
Enjoy tasty meals, fun outings into 
Shipshewana and a Missions Auction! As 
well as live entertainment from the The 
Chain Gang Men's Quartet!  The Young at 
Heart group also makes it a mission to go to 
The Blue Gate Theater and see a 
performance. This year's performance is a 
comedy called " Mennonite Girls Can Cook" 
Come Enjoy a relaxing weekend with new 
friends and new experiences!  Pick up a 
registration form in the office ASAP and 
return it to the camp. Cost is $104 + $25 for 
the theater ticket. 

Spiritual Retreat Weekends For 

Men, Women, and Teens (ages 16-19) seeking 

renewal and strengthening in their relationships 

with Christ and persons around them. 

Weekends begin Thurs. evening and conclude 

Sun. evening and are held in October and 

March. More information and applications are in 

the gathering area or please see Warren 

Garner, Mark Hill, Cindy Pyle, Heather Winger 

or a pastor. 

Decision America 2016 Tour with 

Franklin Graham will be in Indianapolis 

on Wednesday, October 5th at noon on the 

Capitol South Lawn.  The Indiana Liberty Coali-

tion is sponsoring a bus from Warsaw to the 

event; the cost is about $32.  Please contact 

the office for the link to the web site. 
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“Whether we 

wear physical 

glasses or not, 

we all wear 

‘glasses’ of a 

different 

type.” 

What Glasses Are You Wearing? 
 I recently got new glasses.  When that happens, I’m usually amazed 

at how much sharper my vision is.  Whether we wear physical glasses or not, 

we all wear “glasses” of a different type.  These glasses consist of our world 

view; the lens through which we view the world.  These glasses are shaped 

by our family, our experiences, our culture, our beliefs, etc.  As stated by 

Darrell Johnson in Discipleship on the Edge: An Expository Journey Through 

the Book of Revelation, the set of glasses we wear determines the 

dimensions of our world and the quality of our lives.  And so the question 

becomes, “Do my glasses give an accurate perception of reality, or do they 

distort reality?” 

 If our glasses only allow us to see what’s in the news, then we’re 

seeing a distorted reality.  We’ll think that everything is fast going downhill, 

no one is in control, and there is no hope.  We risk falling into despair.  But 

there’s another set of glasses we can put on, and that’s our Revelation 4 and 5 glasses.  

In Revelation 4 and 5 the author John sees a door standing open in heaven, and a 

throne was there, and One was sitting on the throne.  Living creatures and elders were 

worshipping the One on the throne.  He had a book in His right hand sealed with seven 

seals, but John began to weep greatly because no one in heaven or on earth was able 

to break open the seals to look into the book.  But one of the elders said, “Stop 

weeping: behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 

overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.”   And then John saw in the 

middle of the throne a Lamb standing as if slain, and He took the book out of the right 

hand of Him who sat on the throne. 

 Then the living creatures, and the elders, and almost countless angels said, 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might 

and honor and glory and blessing.”  And John heard every created thing saying, “To 

Him who sits on the throne, and the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and 

dominion forever and ever.”  The rest of Revelation tells the contents of the scroll and 

the judgments of God on an unbelieving world, the destruction of Satan, and the new 

heaven and the new earth. 

 When we wear our Revelation 4 and 5 glasses, we see that there actually is 

One in control of history, and that He is bringing it to a glorious conclusion.  We see 

that His hands have never left the steering wheel, and so we 

as Christians can exalt in hope of the glory of God (Romans 

5:2b).  We can be confident that God causes all things to work 

together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).  We can see 

that, as someone has put it, “Things are not falling apart, 

they’re falling into place.”  So, what glasses are you wearing? 
 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 

All Scripture references are NASB 

“When we wear our 

Revelation 4 and 5 glasses, we 

see that there actually is One 

in control of history, and that 

He is bringing it to a glorious 

conclusion.” 
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September 6: 

September 18: 

September 18: 

September 23: 

September 25: 

mailto:office@nmfbc.org
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Sunday School Learning never stops 
throughout the year, but it does take 
different forms, especially in the  
summer.  September kicks off our  
official Elementary Sunday School 
Classes, although our new 2-K classes 
have been running since June. 

 

Sunday School is an important time for us.  It is where we meet in smaller groups (usually 
grade level) and work on applying what we have learned.  Application looks different when 
you are 5 than when you are 12.  Plan on being a part of our Sunday School Classes this fall. 
 

Children's Ministry - A bit of help is needed 

A bit of help is needed in the Children's Ministry in order for our programming to continue - starting in 

September (after labor day), we need: 

9:15 Teacher for the 2/3's Class - 1 full time teacher or 4 people@ 1 for each week 

10:30 Teacher for the 2/3's Class - 1 full time teacher or 4 people@ 1 for each week 

10:30 Teacher for the 4/5's Class on the 2nd Sunday of the Month 

10:30 Teacher for Kindergarten Class on the 2nd Sunday of the Month 

9:15 LOFT Teacher for the 3rd Sunday of the month 

10:30 2nd Grade Teacher for Sunday School  &   10:30 4th Grade Teacher for Sunday School 
 

We want to thank the other 40+ people who are already signed up to serve! 

Please see Teresa Mize, or anyone on the Ministry of Children's Discipleship if 

you are interested in serving.  If you would like to help, but at a different time, 

please let Teresa know, there would probably be someone who could switch with 

you.  Thank you. 
 

A HUGE thanks! Goes to all the families who have provided meals for our 
families with new little members!  Your meal, time, and love are much 
appreciated! 
Please see Traci Cummins if you would like to help with this ministry. 

 
LOFT - This fall in LOFT and elementary Sunday School we will be learning from Bible 

Heroes in the Old Testament.  Our new memory verse reminds us to Trust God- Proverbs 

3:5-6.  The memory challenges will be learning Psalm 23 and books of the Old 

Testament.  Come and see how people from the Bible learned that they can trust God-

and so can we! 
 

Trunk and Treat – will take place the first Wednesday of the month on October 5th.  In 

order for our community to see this as a worthwhile event to bring their families to, we 

would like between 30-50 trunks!  Trunks can be decorated a little or 

go all out!  Each car will pass out a small prize or have a small activity 

or game.  Please mark your calendar and plan how you can 

decorate your trunk. 

 

Club RIOT – Come for a Really, Incredible, Outstanding Time – will 

return in October on the weeks after the Trunk and Treat.  We will 

continue with our cave theme from VBS and find the: Brave Cave! 
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SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY AM 

JH and HS classes meet in La Casa from 9:15-10:15am.  
 

WEDNESDAY PM 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall from 6:15 to 7:45pm. 

Friends are always welcome to join us! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 
8:00am at the MJSHS Flagpole 

 
 
 
 

HEARTWORK 
and if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,  

then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 
Isaiah 58:10 

 

COMING IN OCTOBER 

We will be spending ourselves to raise money to help our India orphanage!  

We will also be working together to live more for the sake of others right here at home.  

Join us on Sundays and Wednesdays in October for this special project! 

 
 

 

FIFTH QUARTER 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 AND FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Just for 7th and 8th graders. 

Basketball, Gaga Ball, Angry Birds Dodgeball, Food, and Friends! 

After the home football game ends. At the Town Life Center. 

Ends at 11:00pm. Cost is $1. 

 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT HAPPY FUN TIME 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 AND FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Just for HS students. 

After the home football game ends. At Ruth and Andy Ayres: 14504 N S.R. 13  

Ends at 11:30pm. 
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Gathering in the Park 
North Manchester Churches Carry-in 

October 9 @ 1:00 
 

3rd Sunday Lunch 
Fundraiser for Glenda Christiansen 

October 16, after services 
 

District Gathering  
@ FBC 

October 16 

L KING 
AHEAD  


