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The UP-IN-OUT Triangle 
Our church is engaged in a discipleship model in which we are trying to learn to obey what 

Jesus said, and train others to do the same.  In the next several issues of the Focus we’re going 

to take a look at the way in which Jesus lived His life relationally.  

  Jesus lived out his life in three relationships: Up— with his Father; In— with his chosen 

followers; Out— with the hurting world around him. This three-dimensional pattern for living a 

balanced life is evident throughout Scripture. It can inform us in how to experience fruitfulness 

in our ministry, our relationships, and our personal spiritual walk.  We see these three 

dimensions in Jesus’ lifestyle throughout the Gospels, and they can be illustrated in what can be 

called the UP-IN-OUT Triangle.  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One passage in which we see this triangle is Luke 6:12-19.  Take a little time to read it and see if 

you can identify the three dimensions in Jesus’ life.  In this issue of the Focus we’re going to 

emphasize the UP. 

 JESUS GOT UP - One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent 

the night praying to God. (Luke 6:12) 

 Jesus prayed regularly. On this occasion he went up the mountain to pray and spent 

the whole night praying. Mark tells us that when the disciples got up in the early morning, Jesus 

had already gone out to pray. Luke tells us that he could often be found in lonely places 

praying. Prayer was as fundamental an element in the life of Jesus as breathing. He inhaled his 

Father’s presence so he could exhale his Father’s will.  

 Jesus was in constant contact with his Father, whom he spoke of in a very personal, 

intimate, and familiar way. The source of Jesus’ fruitfulness was in his Up relationship with the 

Father. Jesus did what he saw the Father doing. Jesus also introduced his disciples to this very 

personal relationship with God, calling us into the same kind of intimacy with the Father that he 

himself has always known. We are to live out the reality of that relationship always.  

 Our Up relationship with Jesus is how we abide in him. As his disciples, we are to model 

our lives after our Master. We (the branches) must abide in him (the Vine) if we are to produce 

fruit (John 15). Our efforts are worthless if we do not have the Up in our lives. We will be 

fruitless without it— there is no other way. 

 

 (Taken from Building a Discipling Culture by Mike Breen) 
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By Pastor Kurt Stout 

 

 “Is there a time we can talk?” said Randy Ruppert outside my office after he stopped by to check our boilers.  

“Sure.  How about now” I replied.  Settling into my office chair, he proceeded, “I’m missing something on Sunday 

mornings.  I find myself disconnected and distracted.  You know I don’t want to just go through the motions, but lately it 

feels like that’s what I’m doing.”  Randy continued to share a growing personal dissatisfaction with Sundays.  He 

commented how he watches others engage in singing, and he listens to a good message, but for him, he didn’t feel like he 

was participating in worship.  “I have personal worship during the week, but worship with others on Sunday is flat.”  

Naturally, Randy assumed the issue was with the worship team or the song selection, but just a few days prior to our 

conversation, God pointed out something unexpected.  Randy said, “God told me, I was the problem. So, I’m here to get 

some insight on what God wants of me.”   

 Rather than being defensive, Randy knew God’s assessment was true.  In fact Randy realized that his own 

spiritual growth the past few years enabled him to not only hear God nudging him, but to accept the challenges God brings 

his way.  Randy wasn’t content to push it aside or shift the blame.  Rather, he desired to process this stirring and sought 

input from some trusted men.  Randy wasn’t looking for someone to validate some excuse or complaint; or to point the 

finger of dissatisfaction in some other direction.  No, what Randy was seeking and 

realized in various conversations was that God was calling him to a deeper awareness 

and understanding of worship.  He was confronted with the reality that he had been 

showing up for worship, but not showing up to worship.  There was little or no 

preparation “to enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise” (Psalm 

100).  On the other hand, there were some he spoke with who spend time in personal worship on Sunday mornings to 

ready themselves for worship with the Body of Christ in our services. 

 What is personal worship?  Personal worship is time one spends with God in prayer, in His Word, listening/

singing, or sitting quietly.  This UP time of worship includes listening for God and to Him.  It may include journaling, going 

for a walk, sitting by the fire, writing a prayer in a card to send to someone.  The essence of worship is not so much WHAT 

we do, but WHO we’re with – namely God Himself.  Randy later emailed me, “I've been lead to a passage in John 

regarding worship. John chapter 4:1-26. While speaking with the Samaritan Woman at the well Jesus describes the kind of 

worshipers God is seeking. [read the text] I desire to please God with my worship in truth and spirit. Whatever that is. 

And so the Trek continues....” 

Our approach and attitude to personal and corporate worship is essential.  We won’t always feel like singing or 

listening or engaging.  We won’t always feel God’s presence when we sit alone or in a sanctuary.  We won’t always feel 

like we “gained” something from that time set aside.  The reason is that our Faith is based on much more than feelings.  

However, it’s not void of it either.  The greatest commandment is this, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

mind, and strength.” (Mark 12:30). Whether we feel Him or not doesn’t mean He’s not there or that we are not worshipping. 

 I like what Hebrews 10:22-25 says about worship and how our UP relationship with Him intersects with others:  

“Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 

cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope 

we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more 

as you see the Day approaching.” 

Some of us who are expressive in Sunday morning services, may need to take a look at our personal worship expression.  

And some of us who are engaged in personal worship may need to consider how God wants to nudge us in our Sunday 

expression.  Some of us may need to take a close look at both.  In every situation, let us learn a lesson from our friend 

Randy, who refused to dismiss what God was saying to him, and was willing to look at issues from God’s perspective, not 

his alone . 

He was confronted with the 

reality that he had been 

showing up for worship, but 

not showing up to worship. 
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The Fuel for “Up” 
Jacob was terrified.  In Genesis 

32 he had sent messengers to 
his brother Esau to prepare to 

meet him after they hadn’t seen 

each other for over twenty 

years.  Back then Jacob had 

escaped from Esau because 
Esau wanted to kill him for 

deceiving their father Isaac into 

blessing Jacob instead of Esau.  

Jacob had also bought Esau’s 

birthright for a bowl of stew.  

Now, the messengers that Jacob 
sent to Esau returned with the news that 

Esau was coming to meet Jacob, and 

Esau had four hundred men with him.  

Jacob assumed that Esau was bent on 

evil, and Jacob understandably was 
shaking in his sandals. 

Jacob divided the people and the many 

animals who were with him into two 

companies, thinking that if Esau attacked 
one company, the other would get away.  

And then Jacob prayed, probably like he’d 

never prayed before.  He said, "O God of 
my father Abraham and God of my father 

Isaac, O LORD, who said to me, 'Return to 
your country and to your relatives, and I 
will prosper you,’ I am unworthy of all the 
lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness 
which You have shown to Your servant; for 
with my staff only I crossed this Jordan, 
and now I have become two companies.  
Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear 
him, that he will come and attack me and 
the mothers with the children.   For You 
said, 'I will surely prosper you and make 
your descendants as the sand of the sea, 
w h i c h  i s  t o o  g r e a t  t o  b e 

numbered.'" (Genesis 32:9-12)  Without 

going into other details, we see that the    

  Lord did answer Jacob’s prayer, and    

     Esau met Jacob peacefully.   

Jacob had an intense moment of “Up,” 

time with God.  What fueled his “Up?”  
Fear caused him to pray, but what gave 

him the grounds to do so?  He recognized 

God’s grace in his life.  He realized that he 

didn’t deserve anything of what God had 

done for him.  In fact, Scripture shows us 
that earlier in his life, Jacob was not a 

paragon of honesty and uprightness.  The 

apostle Paul teaches in the book of 

Romans that remembering God’s grace is 

what fuels our “Up,” our worship.  In the 

first eleven chapters of that book Paul 
describes the gospel.  He says that all 

people are sinners, but God provides His 

righteousness through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all who believe in Him.  Paul 

further says that salvation is a gift, and is 
by God’s choice rather than by our good 

works.  At the conclusion of this teaching 

at the end of chapter 11, Paul bursts into 

a doxology (a praise to God).  Then he 

writes in 12:1, Therefore I urge you, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship.  The knowledge of 

God’s grace should empower our worship, 

which Paul defines as presenting our 

whole selves to God.   

God’s grace fueled Jacob’s “Up,” and 

that’s what will fuel ours, as well.  Think 

often of the Lord’s undeserved kindness to 

you, think of how far he’s brought you, 
and let that motivate the offering of 

yourself to Him. 

 
 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 
All Scripture references are NASB  

“Fear caused 

him to pray, 

but what gave 

him the 

grounds to do 

so?  He 

recognized 

God’s grace in 

his life.  He 

realized that 

he didn’t 

deserve 

anything of 

what God had 

done for 

him.” 

Before Amen - a Study on Prayer 
Beginning on Sunday, Jan. 29th, a four-week DVD study on prayer by Max Lucado titled Before 

Amen will be offered during the Sunday School hours.  He reveals his struggles with prayer and 

how he discovered that it is not a privilege for the pious or the art of a chosen few but a simple 

tool everyone has been given to have a conversation with God. He shows you how to let go of 

uncertainties about prayer, trust that God hears you, and embrace a prayer life that brings peace 

and rest.  Please consider joining this study.  Also, his book by the same title will soon be offered 

for sale in the foyer at the reduced rate of $5. 
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KNOWING GOD 
By Pastor Tim Bordeaux 

 

One of my favorite Christmas movies is Elf. And one of my favorite moments in that movie is when Buddy the 
Elf finds out Santa is coming to Gimble’s the next day. His eyes 
light up and a smile spreads across his face as he says, “Santa! I 
KNOW HIM!”  
 
There are lots of kids around the world who know about St. 
Nick, and many who believe he’s real (spoiler alert!). But Buddy 
the Elf not only knows about Santa, Buddy knows Santa. He’s 
seen him around the North Pole and spent time with him. He’s 
been in his house. He’s even talked with the jolly old soul.  
 
Our goal for students in our youth ministry follows the same 
principle. We don’t just want students to know about God, we 
want students to know God. And the same could be said for us 
older folk. Can we say with conviction and confidence, “Jesus! I KNOW HIM!”? 
 

We mature in our knowledge of God by first believing in God: believing He is real and 
believing all we read about Him in the Bible is true. Believing even though we do not 
see, as Jesus put it to Thomas after his resurrection.  
 
It begins with faith. It’s all about faith. In Romans 1:17, Paul quotes Habakkuk, writing, 
“The righteous will live by faith.” The righteous are all those who are in right standing 
with God, which is another way of saying those people of whom God says, “Yeah, I 
know them. They’re with me.”  
 

Faith in Jesus Christ is how God knows us. It is also how we know God. When we have faith in Jesus, we are 
more likely to see Him at work around us and in us, which is another way of knowing him. On the other 
hand, not having faith results in a scenario where it’s harder to believe. At least, this seems to be true based 
on the unfortunate case of those from Jesus’ hometown in Mark 6:1-6. Their lack of faith kept Jesus from 
doing miracles that would prove his realness, which in turn likely reinforced this lack of faith.  
 
At the end of the movie, Elf, we’re introduced to the Clausometer. It’s a handy gauge that fluctuates based 
on how many people believe in Santa. The more people believe, the more power goes to Santa’s sleigh.  
 
If there was a Godometer, and it was based on your belief in Him, where would the gauge be? Closer to 
empty or full? Would it fluctuate as your feelings or circumstances change, or would it stay steady near the 
top?    
 
A year from now, may each of us be able to say God is more real to us than He was a year ago. That we have 
experienced Him and know Him to be our Faithful Friend, Good Father, and Gracious and Merciful King.  
 
May we not just know about Him. May we know Him and make Him known. 

 

Buddy the Elf  waits to see Santa 

Can we say 

with conviction 

and confidence, 

“Jesus! I 

KNOW HIM!”? 
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Looking for a Sunday School Class?   
Here is a list of the class schedule as of January 1st:   
 

8:00 am       

Builders: Led by Bob Shepherd in the Library; Creation: A Divine Cycle (age 70s-80s) 

Seekers: Led by Jim Mishler in Room 103; Creation: A Divine Cycle (age 50s-80s) 

Berean: Led by Ron Burns in Room 102; Exodus (All ages) 
 

9:15 am         

Gathering: Led by Mike & Cindy Pyle in Room 103; Love and Respect Building Blocks (20s-30s) 

ACTS Men: Led by Andy Cook in the East end of Fell. Hall; Men’s Study (All ages)  

ACTS Women: Led by Rena Vawter in the West end of Fell. Hall; Uninvited book study (All ages) 

Pathfinders: Led by Garen Bushong in the Library; Colossians (40s-60s) 

LIFE: Led by Ron Burns in Room 102; Exodus (50s–60s)                
 

Anyone can attend any class.  The ages given represent generally those currently attending.  Currently 

there are no classes scheduled to meet at 10:30.  If you would be interested in a class at that time, 

please talk to Pastor Ron. 

BRC News & Events 
Snow Camp  Jan. 20-22   3rd-6th Graders  Cost: $90 

Is summer too long to wait to come back to camp? (YES!) Then come to Snow Camp to connect 

with all your camp friends, new friends, and your favorite summer staff! There will be lots of fun, 

hot chocolate, Bible Lessons, games, campfire each night, sledding, and much more. Bring your 

friends with you! Register a friend who did not attend last year to receive a gift from the Novelty Nook and a $25.00 

voucher to attend Camp Shipshewana 2017. Registration begins at 7:00pm Friday night. Questions? Contact the camp at 

campshipshewana@gmail.com or 260.768.4519.  

What IF...we could get really good at quiet acts of faith? At 

IF:Gathering 2017 we will take a look at Acts and learn 

more about this from one of the most powerful 

generations, the early church. Our local gathering, 

IF:North Manchester, will be held in the Lehman/

Speicher conference rooms at Manchester University on 

February 3rd  from 6—10 pm (doors open at 5:30) & 4th  

from 9:00 am—6:00 pm. Women of all ages, 

denominations, and backgrounds are invited to join with 

us as we worship, pray, learn, and fellowship together. 

Meals will be served Friday evening and Saturday lunch. 

Registration is just $10 (scholarships available). Learn 

more or sign up to join us at register.ifgathering.com/

event/ifnorth-manchester. Please contact Rena Vawter, 

Nicole McKee, Heidi Stout, Katherine Angle, or Kelly 

Bordeaux with questions. Come by yourself or bring a 

friend --just come!! 

Love and Respect Marriage Video Conference – At 
our church Friday, February 17 (6:45 pm- 10:15 pm) and 
Saturday, February 18 (8:45 am-1:45 pm).  “The Love She 
Most Desires – The Respect He Desperately Needs.”   A 
revolutionary, simple message that works in marriage, based 
on Ephesians 5:33. 

 

A comment from someone in our church  
who went through the Love and Respect material: 

“It has really opened my eyes to the differences 
in gender and how my spouse sees and feels 

about different topics.” 
 

REGISTRATION INFO: You can register by visiting our 
church web site (nmfbc.org) and following the link, or by 
going to loveandrespect.com.  Beginning January 15 you 
can register in the foyer.  The cost is $15 per person 
through Feb. 5th (plus $1.29 Eventbrite fee), and $20 after 
that (plus $1.39 Eventbrite fee).  Scholarships are 
available; please contact the church office.   



2017 MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Here are some mission trips that are already being planned for this year. Are you feeling called to join any of 

them? Or maybe to lead another one? The Ministry of Outreach is available to help! 
 

Columbia, South Carolina February 19-25, 2017  Cost: food during travel 

Brethren Disaster Ministries is recruiting a local team of 15 individuals to help rebuild communities and lives 

devastated by recent floods and hurricanes.  Projects in homes includes various skill levels.  Contact Pastor 

Kurt or Cliff Kindy (982-2971) for more information. 
 

Shell Knob, Missouri  A week in June 2017  Cost: $400-$500 

Camp Barnabas is a special Christian camp for mentally handicapped campers.  Young Adults ages 16-29 are 

invited to be cabin counselors who are partnered one-on-one with a camper.  A few adult leaders (30+) are 

needed around the camp.  First Brethren youth is hoping to take a group of 10-15.  Talk to Pastor Tim for 

more details. 
 

Santiago/Papudo, Chile  May 22 – June 5, 2017  Cost: $1,900.00 

The Outreach Ministry is organizing a work team to go to Santiago and Papudo, Chile for 2 weeks in late May/

early June. Will be working at the Santiago Brethren Church to upgrade their kitchen area. Then will spend a 

week with the Godoys building a storage shed beside their house. Looking for people who can do plumbing, 

electrical work and builders. Contact the church office, Brian Ramer or Linda Immel if interested. 
 

Lost Creek, Kentucky  June 25-July 1 

There will be an informational meeting following church on Sunday, January 22, 2017. If you cannot attend 

this meeting but would like information contact Jared Blocher or Linda Immel. This trip is designed for adults, 

families and youth (jr. high and older with no parent). There is a limit on how many we can take, so get your 

name in early if you are interested. Hope to see you on the 22nd.  
 

India  December 26, 2017 – January 8, 2018  Cost: $3,000.00 

Keith & Linda Immel will be visiting with the Kumars and would love to take other Brethren with them. This 

would be a time of fellowship with the Brethren in India, and also a time of celebration with Prasanth and 

Nirmala Kumar as they rejoice in their 50 years of marriage. We will visit some of the village congregations, 

worship with the churches at Visakhapatnam and Rajahmundry, interact with the orphan children, and observe 

the work at the Charity Hospital and Sewing School. We hope to have a group of 10-15 for this trip. 

Open Table Informational Meeting 
Open Table is a local ministry through Manchester Fellowship of Churches seeking to walk with 
individuals/families stuck in poverty yet longing for change & community.  Tables of 9-12 members form 
to relationally invest in this “brother/sister” over an extended period of time.  Perhaps you or someone 
you know could sit at our next community table (#4).  Consider attending one of the following 
informational gatherings for potential table members:  
 

Wednesday, January 11th  7:00 p.m.  or  Saturday, January 14th 2:00 p.m. 
At the North Manchester Public Library (conference room) 

 

Questions or comments? Contact a Community Co-coordinator 
Joyce Eberly: 982-4973, rjeberly@gmail.com OR  Kurt Stout: 982-6457, kurt@nmfbc.org 
 

Videos and additional information can be found at www.theopentable.org 
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http://www.theopentable.org
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Thank You  

Thanking our Lord and Savior for providing His family 

here at FBC to imitate Him by praying, donating funds 

to the Coldren Family, helping at the Angel Tree skating 

party, cutting/sewing blankets, purchasing gifts, 

delivering gifts with the Good News, and writing the 

Angel Tree families throughout the year(s). So thankful 

for the Body of Christ who has shown and continues to 

show His Love.  Total: 14 families/20 kids in Wabash 

County.  
 

FBC Prison Ministry 

 
Thank you for the Christmas gifts you have given to my 

children. And thank you for the birthday cards you have 

sent to my children and also for the birthday card I 

received from you.  

First Brethren Church, may you all have a blessed 

holiday season.  

He who believes has everlasting life—John 6:47 
 

Larry 

 
Thank you to all who contributed coats, hats, gloves and 

scarves to Coats For Our Community 2016.  Thanks also 

to those who gave generous donations to purchase new 

coats for children in our community. 

This year’s coat drive was organized by the Gathering 

Class at the First Brethren Church.  Over 250 coats were 

collected and purchased.  The coats were then sorted and 

“tagged” with a Cross In My Pocket packet.  Coats were 

distributed at the Manchester Community School’s Gift 

of Giving which was held on December 5th.  Any 

remaining coats were donated to the North Manchester 

Thrift Shop.  A special thanks to M.A. Hire and her crew 

for their hard work in setting up the Gift of Giving event 

that blesses so many families this Christmas season. 

Thank you to everyone who gave the gift of warmth this 

year! 
 

The Gathering Class 

 
I have been overwhelmed with the outpourings of love and 

support from all of you during mom’s illness and her 

passing. This Body of Christ has been a source of 

strength and encouragement to not only me but my 

entire family. Thank you all for the cards, meals, 

prayers, and so much more. With God’s help and your 

continued support I know we will get through this 

difficult time. Thank you.  

 

Nicole McKee and Family 

We offer our sympathies to the family of Phyllis 
Stayer (Diana Music’s mother) at her passing on 
December 13th. Services were held at McKee 
Mortuary.  

Technically, Muskoka Community Church in Huntsville, 

Ontario is no longer a MissioChurch Partner because at 

General Conference in July they were welcomed as a full-

member Brethren Church. We rejoice with Jeremy, April 

and the congregation at Muskoka as they take this step 

forward in their ministry. They are also moving forward to 

renovate the building God provided for them. Everyone is 

working to make this into a place where people can gather 

for worship and grow in their relationship with God. For 

pictures of the renovations you can visit their Facebook 

page: Muskoka Community Church. 

 

NOTE: If you have not read the story of this journey in 

the Nov./Dec. Evangelist, please turn to pages 10-12 and 

read about how God is blessing them and providing for this 

permanent facility for them to worship in. 

We offer our sympathies to the family of Kenneth Pratt (Kim 
Pratt’s father) at his passing on December 28th. Services were 
held at McKee Mortuary.  

We extend our sympathies to the family of Becky Cook (Nicole 
McKee’s mother and JoEtta Herrmann’s sister) at her passing 
on December 27th. Services were held at McKee Mortuary.  

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  
 

We are honored to serve as your church staff. Thank you not 
just for your generous Love Gift this Christmas, but thank you 
for your support and encouragement all year long. We are 
looking forward to another exciting year with you.  
With heartfelt appreciation,  
First Brethren Staff  

Congratulations to Zach & Katie Vawter on 
the birth of their son, Jaxson Ray, who arrived 
on December 30th weighing 7lb and measuring 
20 1/2 inches. Jaxson joins the family with big 

sister Eliza. Proud grandparents are Steve & Romia Olsen.  

News & Announcements 
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27 – Kent Ulrey 
28 – Lexi Webb 
29 – Randy Fruitt 
        Denise Leonhard 
        Brenly Westendorf 
30 – Brian Burgan 
        Ken Burton 
31 – Samuel Ayres 
        Caroline Callaway 
 

 

Anniversaries 
  1 – Mark & Chris York ‘96 
  3 – Dale & Courtney Ruppert ‘15 
  7 – Allen & Peggy Selleck ‘78 
16 – Bill & Carol Collett ‘88 
22 – Brett & Melissa Miller ‘00 
30 – Leonard & Linda Pyle ‘60 
31 – Lynn & Wendy Blocher ‘92 

January 
Birthdays   
  1 – Bob Cummins 
        Karah Yarnelle 
        Emmaline Winger 
        Samuel Winger 
        Sawyer Hand 
  2 – Carol Grindle 
        Rosie Purdy 
  4 – DeAnne Clifton 
  5 – Jenean Rager 
        Tallulah Gawtrhop 
  6 – Janell Dockter 
  7 – Joshua Cook 
  8 – Jill Simcoe 
10 – Marvin Gish 
11 – Carol Munson 
        Wilson Nettleton 
12 – Joyce Eberly 

13 – Shirley Mishler 
        Sydni Hernandez 
15 – Elijah Burlingame 
        Brittney Brueggeman 
16 – Jasmine Jones 
18 – Diana Nettleton 
        Julie Burlingame 
        Allen Selleck 
19 – Teresa Martin 
        Jen Birch 
20 – Tawn McLaughlin 
  Miriam Wilderman 
21 – Tim McLaughlin 
23 – Lucy McKinley 
24 – Jake Longanecker 
        Jolene Brunk 
25 – Linda Pyle 
26 – Chris York 
        David Pritchard 

Library Lines 
 

Remember to visit the 
church library for resources 
to start the new  year.  Lots 
of new items have been 
added, including the children’s book   Good, 
Good Father,  based on the song we sing by 
Chris Tomlin. 

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in the 

pews are available for any prayer 

requests. You may place the card 

in the offering plate or leave it in 

the church office.  

Weekly Prayer Opportunities 

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just 

outside the sanctuary door to the 

children’s wing. Except for 

Wednesdays when it’s Lisa’s 

office, the Prayer Room is 

available for prayer whenever 

the church is open. During each 

of the Sunday morning services, 

someone is praying in there for 

you, the congregation of FBC.  

We would like to encourage 

everyone to choose a Sunday and 

a service and sign up to pray 

there. Sign up is on the bulletin 

board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

library. It consists of guided 

prayer time and spontaneous 

scripture reading. Adults, teens, 

and kids welcome.  

 

 

3rd & 4th  
IF:North Manchester  

Women’s event @  

Manchester University 
 

17th & 18th  
Love & Respect Conference 
Video marriage conference  

at the church 

L KING 
AHEAD  

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     

2017 

Jan                Genesis            
2                                        1-2 
3                  3-4 
4                  5-6 
5                 7-8 
6                  9-10 
 
9                11-12 
10                13-14 
11                15-16 
12                17-18 
13                   19-20 
 
16                21-22 
17    23-24 
18    25-26 
19    27-28 
20    29-30 
 
23    31-32 
24    33-34 
25    35-36 
26    37-38 
27    39-40 
 
30      41-42 
31     43-44 

Feb 
1      45-46 
2      47-48 
3      49-50 
             

Monthly Bible Reading Plan 
This month our 3 year Bible reading 

plan starts over. Is one of your 

resolutions to spend more time in the 

Word this year? Here is the perfect 

way to start! Cut out the bookmark 

below and check off each day’s 

reading once it’s done. Additional 

copies of the bookmark are available 

in the foyer each month.  
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C hi l d r en’ s  M i n i s tr y  J anu ar y  N ew s l et ter  
 

Snow Camp at the Brethren Retreat  
for Grades 3-6 is January 20-22nd.  
Check out the LOFT bulletin board for more info.  
There will be lots of fun, hot chocolate, Bible Lessons, games, campfire each night, 
sledding, and much more. Bring your friends with you! Registration begins at 7pm Friday 
night.  
Questions? Contact  campshipshewana@gmail.com or  260.768.4519. 
 

 
Growing closer to God together with our families as we start 2017…. 
Here are a few ideas- 
 

Prayer Gloves: Find inexpensive pairs of gloves and use fabric paint or markers to write words that describe God 
on the gloves together (love, amazing, holy, etc.).  Have kids (and parents J) wear the gloves when they pray 
together to remind them who God is and feel his warmth and love holding their hands.  Idea adapted from  http://
www.famtime.com/ 

 
Four Ways to Encourage Kids to Spend Time with God 
From  Kids Ministry 101, Dixie Walker 
 

Hide-and-seek is a familiar childhood game. The point is for one person to search out every possible spot of the 
given area in order to find the concealed person. Children have so much fun playing this game! The anticipation of 
finding the one hidden is what makes the game so enjoyable. When it comes to seeking God, we don’t always think 
about discovering the wonderful surprises He has in store for us when we open His Word or pray to Him. This 
ongoing conversation with the Lord is vital to growing stronger in relationship with Him. And this is something 
important for children to know as they, too, are growing in their faith.  Consider these 4 ways to encourage kids to 
spend time with God:  
 

Fuel it! Pour the Word of God into the lives of your kids. Read it, listen to it, sing it, and talk about it. Make sure 
each child has a Bible and choose an age-appropriate devotional or reading plan to guide the way into the great 
adventure of knowing God. 
Share it! Nothing motivates someone to pray more than hearing how God has answered the prayers of others. Your 
answered prayers will become a positive reinforcement for your child to pursue answers to life events. Your child 
will learn that seeking the Lord’s will is a natural, enjoyable aspect of the Christian life. A great Bible promise for 
children to learn is: “You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).  
Model it! Demonstrate consistent prayer and Bible study in your own life. Keep ongoing prayer concerns/requests 
in your conversations. Your relationship-building with God will become evident in the eyes of your kids, and in time 
they’ll want to follow your lead in it.        
Journal it! Encourage your child to write down any questions and answers they are currently seeking from the Lord 
during quiet times. Writing down God’s answers to prayer will encourage him/her to continue building a close 
relationship with Him. 
 

 

Happy 2017! 

http://www.lifeway.com/kidsministry/author/kidsministry/
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JANUARY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY AM – *NEW LOCATIONS! 

JH and HS classes both meet from 9:15-10:15am.  

The JH class meets in Room 101 in the church. The HS class meets 

 in the Godoy’s home, the yellow house across the street from the church. 
 

WEDNESDAY PM 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall  

from 6:15 to 7:45pm. Friends are always welcome to join us! 

 
 
 

 
 

BRETHREN YOUTH ROUNDUP 
1:30-7:30PM, SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

Reunion with all some of our friends from Engage Conference! 

Held @ Nappanee First Brethren. Bring $2 to cover PIZZA! 

(*Parents, if you can drive to this event, please let Pastor Tim know.) 

 
 

 

 

MANHUNT AT THE MALL 
1:30-7:30PM, SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 

For High School Students only. 

Leaving at 1:30 from the church. Back at 7:30. 

Bring $$ for dinner (shopping is optional) at the mall. 

 
 
 

 

COMING UP IN FEBRUARY 
SUPER BOWL PARTIES 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

Locations TBD. 
 

IGNITION YOUTH RETREAT 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17-SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

Sign up by Sunday, February 5. Cost is only $65. 

Leaving at 4pm on Feb 17. Back at 11:30am on Feb 19. 
 

GIRLS’ PURITY EVENT 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
 

GUYS’ MANLY MAKEOVER EVENT 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
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