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How Is Your OUT? 
 As mentioned in the January Focus newsletter, our church is engaged in a discipleship 

model in which we are trying to learn to obey what Jesus said, and train others to do the same.  

By way of review, Jesus lived out his life in three relationships: Up— with his Father; In— with 

his chosen followers; Out— with the hurting world around him. This three-dimensional pattern 

for living a balanced life is evident throughout Scripture. It can inform us in how to experience 

fruitfulness in our ministry, our relationships, and our personal spiritual walk.  We see these 

three dimensions in Jesus’ lifestyle throughout the Gospels, and they can be illustrated in what 

can be called the UP-IN-OUT Triangle, seen, for example, in Luke 6:12-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the January Focus, we highlighted the UP component of Jesus’ life.  Luke 6:12 says, One of 

those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  

In the April Focus, we looked at IN component.  When morning came, he called his disciples to 

him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: Simon (whom he named 

Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of 

Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became 

a traitor. (Luke 6: 13– 16)  This month, we examine the OUT component.  He went down with 

them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of 

people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 
 
who had 

come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, 
 

and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them 

all. (Luke 6:17-19) 

 Jesus never lost sight of his Father’s vision— to reach out to a dark and dying world. 

Jesus prayed to his Father before calling a team of people to share in the kingdom work. Jesus 

chose from the larger crowd of disciples a group who would become his friends, and he lived 

out his life in their presence. But he also walked among the crowds— teaching, feeding, 

healing, comforting. Jesus did not wait for the spiritually dead to come to him. He went to 

them and ministered to them at their point of need— and his critics hated him for it.  This was 

the “Out”-ward dimension of His relational life.  How is your OUT? 
  

(Taken from Building a Discipling Culture by Mike Breen) 
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Let me introduce you to a couple who recently became a part of our church family.  Bob and Sue Craig used to 

drive out of town to go to church, but when Bob noticed our Faith In Action sign-up sheet, God got his attention.  

“Perhaps it’s time we minister closer to where we live.”  He told his wife.  Sue had already been praying about that.  

Within a few weeks, the Craigs were plugged in to a Sunday School class, worship hour, prayer group, and the KY 

mission team.  However, what impressed me more about this couple was the way they talked about their 

neighborhood.   

A few years back they moved into town.  “Twelve years out in the country and we never really got to know our 

neighbors.  How can we be light if we don’t even know their names?”  Bob said.  With God’s prompting, this couple 

determined to be Missionaries on Maple Street.  They bought a home and began to walk the street where they lived.  

They got to know their neighbors and sought to befriend people that really were quite opposite of them.  BBQ with a 

backyard neighbor.  Baked goodies to take across the street.  These neighbors might not want to have spiritual 

conversations yet, but that’s ok.  The Craig’s friendship is not based on reciprocal neighborliness or a designated time 

frame for spiritual receptivity.   Bob told me, “We don’t have any idea what God’s plans are.  We just want to be ready 

for the time when we can reach out to them.”  For instance, one neighbor’s lawn mower broke down. So Bob mowed 

her yard.  Not just once, but for the entire season.  He cleaned gutters and picked up limbs.  “Why do you do that?” the 

neighbor asked.  Bob’s simple reply, “God told me to.”  

 If you drive down Maple Street it will look like every other neighborhood in town, 

but behind one of those doors is a missionary  couple praying for their neighbors and 

watching for ways to be a  friend.  “I don’t have to go to Malawi or Belize to be a 

missionary.  I’m a missionary on Maple Street”  Bob said.  “As God puts people in my path, I’ve determined to be salt 

and light.”   

The Craigs are one example of hopefully many in our church who understand God places us in neighborhoods 

and relationships for great Kingdom purposes:  To represent Him well and to invite others to know Him too.  If you are 

Christ-Follower, you are missionary.  Do you know your neighbors?  What do your coworkers know about your faith?  

Do you pray for the parents of your kids teammates?  How might God want to use you and your family to be “salt and 

light” in your little world?   

Matthew 5:13-16 13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of 

the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

If you have an OUT story of your own?  Your pastors would love to hear how God is using you and your family 

to build relationships with people who don’t yet know Jesus.  Tell us.  Email us.  Take the neighborhood challenge and 

get to know one non-Christian neighbor.  Begin with prayer, and slow down enough to simply begin with a “Hello!”. 
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If you are Christ-Follower, 

you are missionary. 

An interview by Pastor Kurt 
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 When we think of “OUT,” a shiver can go up our spine.  Scary scenarios can come to 

mind, such as sharing the gospel with total strangers, or trying to force spiritual conversation 

on a relative or friend.  In a talk on evangelism, Timothy Keller suggests a simple, natural 

way for Christians to try to bring the gospel into conversations. 

 Keller says that the approach can take place in two steps.  The first is that when 

you’re talking to someone whom you’d like to engage in spiritual conversation, let them know 

somehow that you go to church.  For example, the last couple of times I’ve had my hair cut 

(which doesn’t take long), I’ve brought up church to the stylist.  It’s a public setting and I’m 

sensitive to that, but I’ve said something like, “Tonight we have 

prayer meeting at our church,” or “Vacation Bible School will be 

starting at our church soon.”  The idea is to put out a feeler and 

see if there is a response.  In these cases there wasn’t, but the 

opportunity is there for the person to express any interest. 

 The second step is to let the person know that you’re a Christian, and that it means 

something to you.  For example, you can mention a problem that you’ve been having, and 

you can say, “My Christian faith really helped me with this.”  If the person picks up on it and 

asks “How so?” or something to that effect, then of course you can go on.  The idea is to 

plant a seed that will hopefully lead to a conversation about the gospel in a natural way. 

 OUT doesn’t have to be scary, and it doesn’t have to be big and complicated.  

Instead, it can be simple and natural.  Give it a try and see what the Lord can do.  Maybe 

He’ll give us the opportunity to share the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes.  (Romans 1:16) 
 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 

Put out a feeler and 

see if there is a 

response. 
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 So when you’re sensing spiritual openness in a 

conversation, what’s the best way to communicate this life-

transforming path? I think pictures work best. On hundreds of 

occasions, I’ve relied on one in particular – the “Bridge” 

illustration – when my unconvinced friends are hoping to 

understand the significance of Christ’s work on the cross.  

 The explanation is straightforward and easy to 

memorize: on one side of the bridge is God. On the other 

side, people. Between God and people is a great chasm, a 

division that exists because of people’s propensity to rebel 

against God’s way and go their own way instead. The Bible 

calls this “sin.”  

 The dilemma people face is that we want to get to 

God but know we can’t just leap over the chasm. So we try 

exerting human effort, hoping we can get the bridge built. In 

the end, we realize that all the human effort the world will 

never be enough to get us to the other side. But thankfully, 

God sympathized with our dilemma. And because he loves us 

so much, he intervened so that we would have a means of 

getting close to him. His solution was to choose his Son, Jesus, 

to serve as the bridge.  

 If you remember nothing else about the bridge 

illustration, remember this:  Christ came to earth to be our 

bridge, and whoever crosses the bridge will live with God forever. The apostle John put it this 

way in John 5:24: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 

has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” 

          Excerpted from Just Walk Across the Room by Bill Hybels  

THE BRIDGE 

“ 
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LOOK WHO’S GOING TO CAMP THIS MONTH! 
 

Sunday, July 2 - Thursday, July 6 
Blaze Camp   14 yr. olds – Senior in High School 

**Ethan Davis **Beletu Stout **Caleb Stout  

**Jaelyn Webb **Dawson Yarnelle 

 

Archery Camp   9-13 yr. olds 

**Isabelle Anguilm **Jessilyn McKee 

 

Thursday, July 6 – Saturday, July 8 
Blaze Camp Extended   14 yr. olds – 18 yr. olds 

**Ethan Davis **Jaelyn Webb **Dawson Yarnelle 

 

Sunday, July 9 – Thursday, July 13 
Sports Camp   9-13 yr. olds 

**Tyler Meredith **Nathaniel Miller **Evan McLaughlin 

 

Sunday, July 16 –Saturday, July 22 
Pioneer Camp   10-12 yr. olds 

**Grace Smith 

 

Sunday, July 23 – Thursday, July 27 
Navigators Camp   9-13 yr. olds Tall Tales & Truth Camp   9-13 yr. olds 

**Josiah Callaway  **Brady Meredith 

 

Sunday, July 30 – Tuesday, August 1 

Mini Camp   6-8 yr. olds 

**Jackson Anguilm ** Ava-Marie Simcoe **Megyn Meredith **Cy Vawter **Hope Miller  

**Raimi Vawter **Jonathan Miller **Emmaline Winger **Ella Peden **Samuel Winger 

**Austin Martin **Isaac Smith 
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Missionary Moments 

Gary & Joy Castro and Rolly & Anita Guballa 

serve with Jesus Our Firm Foundation, the 

Brethren Church in the Philippines. They serve in 

3 different cities, conducting worship, Sunday 

School and disciple training. They recently held 

Vacation Bible School in JOFF Bocaue. There 

were 70 to 80 kids that gathered each day for VBS. 

They are so grateful for all the teachers, staff, 

volunteers and supporters that made this time 

meaningful for the children. They continue to aid 

during natural disasters that often hit the 

Philippines.   

Destiny Pups 

“Lilly, the rescue dog, has had her second litter of 

beautiful Labrador puppies. All money from the 

sale of these pups goes to Destiny Rescue, and 

organization that rescues young girls from sex 

slavery. The full sale price of these pups is donated 

to Destiny Rescue and they are available for sale 

now. Not interested in or able to purchase a pup 

but still want to help? The Callaways have around 

$1500 invested in this litter, any contributions 

toward these costs are welcome (any overage 

would be donated to Destiny Rescue as well). If 

you have 

questions or 

would like to 

help with this 

ministry please 

contact Caroline 

Callaway at  

574-893-1283 or 

574-549-7091.  

Godoy-Forrester Update 

Tracy 

Forrester 

has 

returned to 

the U.S. 

and has 

settled in 

Michigan 

to care for 

her mother, whose health is failing. Caleb stayed 

behind in Chile to continue the ministry. However, 

after much prayer and many conversations, it 

seems best that for a short time they will close 

their home in Papudo so that they can be reunited 

as a family. They deeply believe in the call God 

has given them to serve in Chile but realize that 

their family needs to come first at this time. Aaron 

just graduated from high school and they plan to 

enroll Oliver this fall. Please continue praying for 

this family as they transition back into the U.S. and 

into this new role of caregivers.  

Annual Fun Fest Fish Fry 

Your help is needed for First Brethren’s Annual 

Fun Fest Fish/Chicken Fry on Saturday August 

12th. This is one of our largest outreach events to 

the community of North Manchester each year, 

and it is a large undertaking which requires a lot of 

volunteer work: cleaning tables and setting up the 

scout hall/pavilion, prepping fish and drinks, 

carryout line & serving line, runners and tableside 

servers, and clean up afterwards. We need YOU to 

help make this a time of service and interaction 

with our community. Please begin praying and 

thinking about what ways you might be able to 

serve this year, and watch for sign-up sheets 

coming in the next couple weeks.  

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 
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Anniversaries 
  3 – Andy & Ruth Ayres ‘99 
  7 – AJ & Kendall Zimmerman ‘14 
  8 – Matt & Pattie Webb '95 
        Dick & Diane Metzger ‘55 
10 – Gary & Rosie Purdy ‘76 
14 – Jason & Jennifer Meredith ‘01 
15 – Doug & Lisa Rice ‘95 
        Brian & Karen Burgan ‘78 
16 – Eldon & Jenean Rager ‘67 
        Caleb & Laurel Callaway ‘16 
17 – Andrew & Leticia Callaway ‘99 
19 – Rodney & Jolene Brunk ‘87 
20 – Randy & Jenny Moore ‘97 
24 – Jared & Rebecca Blocher ‘15 
30 – Dennis & Annette Ayres   ‘94 

JULY 

Birthdays 
  1 – Bob Shepherd 
        Trever Jones 
        Owen Vineyard 
  3 – Grace Smith 
  4 – Alma Eiler 
        Andrew Hill 
  5 – Andy Cook 
        Jodi Egner 
  6 – Jake Peden 
  7 – Greg Miller 
10 – Vicky White 
        Sherry Walters 
        Rebecca Ramer 
        Staci Yard 
11 – Steve White 
        Chad Vawter 
        Finley Pyle 
        Emily Ogden 
        Simeon Wilderman 
13 – Suzanna Hicks 
14 – Laurel Callaway 
15 – Linda Lindzy 

16 – Isaac Egner 
        Charles Craig 
        Julie Yarnelle 
18 – Glenn Riggs 
22 – Elizabeth Anguilm 
        Steve Beaver 
        Lydia Wilderman 
25 – Josiah Callaway 
        Jared Blocher 
        JoEtta Herrmann 
26 – Tyler Meredith 
        Parker Yard 
27 – Lisa Rice 
28 – Matt Smith 
        Raelynne Jones 
29 – Gerry Eberly 
         Matt Mize 
         Mark York 
30 – Teresa Coble 
        Casen Vawter 
31 – Donna McKee 
        Caden Egner 
 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2017 

 
   July         Deuteronomy                    

  3                   21-22 

  4                        23-24 

  5             25-26 

  6                        27-28 

  7             29-30 

 

10                        31-32 

11        33-34 

          Acts 

12             1-2 

13                   3-4 

14                       5-6 

 

17                7-8 

18             9-10 

19                          11-12 

20                      13-14 

21                  15-16 
 

24                        17-18 

25                        19-20 

26                      21-22 

27                     23-24 

28             25-26 

September 8-10, 2017,  

Vermillion, OH on Lake Erie.  

Beauty For Ashes is a restorative retreat 

that nurtures foster and adoptive moms so 

they can parent from a place of wholeness. 

You will connect with other moms who 

understand the unique joys, and struggles you face as an adoptive or foster 

mom. During our breakout seminars you will hear from experts teaching on a 

wide range of topics such as attachment and bonding, trauma, life in a 

transracial family, and healthy relationships with birth families. Most 

importantly, you will touch the heart of Jesus through creative quiet time, 

meaningful worship, and Biblical teaching that will renew your soul. 

Cost: Before July 1 - $195, After July 1 - $230 (includes all lodging, seminars, 

and meals).  Visit http://www.beulahbeach.org/beautyforashes for more details.  

The Ministry of Nurture and FAMily have $600 set aside to pay half of this 

cost for any FBC adoptive or foster mom who would like to go.  Please 

contact Suzanna Hicks at 260-417-1741 if interested or for more information. 
Library Lines 
 

Our church library has 
several resources to 
help you in your OUT 
journey. Check out 

titles like Sharing Jesus without Fear, 
Walk Across the Room or Contagious 
Christian available in the library now.  
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Thank You  

Dear First Brethren Church Staff & Congregation, 

 

Thank you for providing comfort, support, 

encouaragement, fellowship and spiritual nourishment 

for my mom for 89 years. Thank you Pastor Kurt for 

visiting my mom and praying for her and leading a 

beautiful funeral service. Thank you Pastor Ron for 

leading a Bible study that meant so much to my mom. 

Thank you to those who prepared the meal for us 

following the funeral. This church will always have a 

special place in my heart because it’s where I came to 

know the Lord and it was awesome to see the love you 

showed my mom and my family. I grieve the deather of 

my mom but not as those who have no hope. Because 

Jesus lives, my mom lives!  

 

The Family of Joann Jackson-Ihnen 

Larry, Lisa, Justin, Jenna & Josh 

 
THANK YOU to everyone who had a hand in making this 

year’s Vacation Bible School a successful week of fun, fellowship 

and faith for the kids of our church and our community! From 

volunteering during the week, to prayers, to financial support—

we couldn’t have done it without you and we are so grateful!  

 

The Ministry of Children’s Discipleship 

News & Announcements 

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in 

the pews are available for 

any prayer requests. You 

may place the card in the 

offering plate or leave it in 

the church office.  

Weekly Prayer Opportunities 

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary door 

to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays when it’s 

Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for prayer 

whenever the church is open. During each of the Sunday 

morning services, someone is praying in there for you, the 

congregation of FBC.  

We would like to encourage everyone to choose a Sunday 

and a service and sign up to pray there. Sign up is on the 

bulletin board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held 

each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

in the library. It consists of 

guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture 

reading. Adults, teens, and 

kids welcome.  

 

 

Fun Fest by the River 
 

August 9th, 7:30 pm 

Worship Concert downtown 
 

August 12th, 4-7 pm 

Annual FBC Fish/Chicken Fry 

L KING 
AHEAD  

Your regular giving enables us to do so much for this 

church and this community—like providing supplies for 

VBS and the Kentucky Mission trip, sending kids to 

camp and teens/adults to conference, renovating the 

Brick House to make additional Sunday School spaces, 

offering funeral dinners to grieving families, supporting 

fostering and adoptive families in our congregation, 

partnering with missionaries around the globe...and so 

much more. Are you going to miss some Sundays this 

summer for family vacations? Don’t forget to bring/send 

in your offering to the office. We rely on your tithes and 

offerings to do what we do. And we thank you for your 

faithful regular giving!  

We offer our sympathies to the family of 
Katherine Macfarline (mother of Anne 
Frantz) at her passing on June  4th. Services 
were held at the church on June 10th.   

We extend our sympathies to the family of David 
Schumacher, brother of Cathy McClure, at his passing on June 
11th in North Carolina.  

Sympathies 

We offer our sympathies to the family of Vivian Miller at her 
passing on June 12th. A memorial service was held at 
Timbercrest on June 24th.  
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Children’s Discipleship 
 

Vacation Bible School is a week of discipleship and outreach, but it doesn’t end with our closing 

program.    God can use you and your family to continue to be God sightings in your home and 

with everyone around you.  Remembering the gifts that God gives, share them with others this 

summer!  There are all kinds of ways that you can be a God sighting to someone…. 

Did you know there is a group of moms and kids that have begun a Bible study in the park?  

They meet each Thursday morning and invite friends to learn from the Bible, play, and eat lunch 

together at the high school when they are done.  What a great way to show kids God’s love, 

learn together, and have fun, too! 

Work together as a family making a meal or cookies to take to the Habitat for Humanity workers 

or someone who has been sick, or a mom who just needs a break. J 

Have a campfire night and invite a family to connect while roasting marshmallows or hot dogs.  

Pray and ask God to help you share his love in the way that family needs.    

Use an app or online opportunities for discipleship at home, some Bible resources our families 

like are:  

Bible Project-- https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=wtuxIzTf9Ns        

Read Scripture (part of the Bible Project in app form): https://thebibleproject.com/ 

Splink D6 family discipleship resources- https://d6family.com/splink/ 

Focus on the Family resources- http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/understanding-

the-issues/thriving-values-resources 

Pray together as a family and start conversations about how you see God every day.  By living 

out what we learn during Vacation Bible School or on Sundays, we can continue growing closer 

to Jesus in our own homes and as we connect with new families.  

?Who can you bring to: 

Wet and Wacky Wednesday!  July 12th 2-3:30 p.m.  For kids age 4 years-6th grade.  Come for wild 
water games, slip and slide, and popsicles!  Bring a towel and modest swim suit.  Can you 

help fill water balloons? Let Lisa know. 
 

Kids For Christ (new 5th & 6th graders)  Progressive Dinner!   

Come for a secret code-breaking food adventure!               

Wednesday, July 26th from 5:30-7 p.m. Meet in the KFC room 

across from LOFT.  If you are a parent that could be a driver, 

please let Lisa know.  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=wtuxIzTf9Ns
https://thebibleproject.com/
https://d6family.com/splink/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/understanding-the-issues/thriving-values-resources
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/understanding-the-issues/thriving-values-resources
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JULY SCHEDULE 

 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

For the summer, the JH class is meeting in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 

The HS class meets in the back section of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

7:00-8:30 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined Youth Group meets in the Fellowship Hall.  

*We are meeting July 5, 12, and 26. 

We won’t meet on July 19 because of Engage Conference. 

 
 
 

 

DISCIPLES’ ACADEMY 
 

This fall, we are starting a leadership program for interested 10th-12th grade students. This 
program will run during the school year and is a high-challenge and high-reward opportunity 

for students willing to make the commitment. It is modeled after what Jesus did with his 
followers with a desired goal of more fully being missionaries and disciples of Jesus.   

 
Our mission is to INVITE OTHERS INTO GOD’S FAMILY (missionaries)  

AS WE LIVE AND LEAD LIKE JESUS (disciples). 
 

The Academy will work in conjunction with our existing programs currently offered to all 
students. The programmatic elements of the Academy work together as a Leadership Pipeline, 

built primarily around an ongoing cycle of Training, Deployment, and Debriefing. These 
elements will be weekly and are oriented around a three-dimensional life of UP, IN, and OUT.  

 
1) OUT: Deployment 
Students will lead on teams in different capacities primarily at Youth Group on 
Wednesday nights. They will serve other students, lead games, facilitate group 
discussions, and even teach lessons. Other opportunities for deployment include 5th 
Quarters, a mission trip, and special events hosted by the Academy for younger students. 
  
2) IN: Training and Debriefing 
On Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 10:15, Academy students will discover who they are in 
Christ and how God has uniquely shaped them. They will learn skills that will allow them 
to be an effective missionary wherever they are. And they will learn key leadership skills. 
 
3) UP: Training and Debriefing 
This component is called “Huddle” and is focused on personal transformation. The 
primary skill students will learn is hearing God’s voice and obeying, as they focus on 
developing the character and competencies of Jesus by using spiritual diagnostic tools.  

 
*An informational meeting will be offered at two different times for interested students and 
their parents. This meeting will provide a much fuller picture of expectations, requirements, 

and degree of commitment. There will also be time for questions to be answered.  
Interested students and their parents can attend this meeting either Sunday, July 30  

from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. or Wednesday, August 2 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.   
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