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Apple of His Eye 
By Pastor Kurt 

Heidi and I have a few apple trees on our property.  One planted just a few years back; 

the other has been producing apples for several decades.  This week I began pulling apples off 

their branches.  They don’t look very pretty – odd shapes and sizes.  Many have spots and 

wrinkles on their skin.  Sounds a lot like people.  You won’t see these apples winning any 

beauty pageants or selected to sit perfecting atop a pyramid of fruit at the grocery.  You’d think 

twice before taking a big bite of these apples; or you may decide to all together forgo this 

“healthy snack” at the bottom of your lunch bag.  Teachers wouldn’t feel very loved should a 

student plop one of my apples on their desk.   

So, why take the time to harvest these apples?  One word: CIDER.  Wow, the flavor 

that comes out of these seemingly worthless pieces for fruit!  When pressed and blended with 

the juices of others just like it, a wonderful product is made.  Why is that?  Because it’s what’s 

on the inside that matters.   

Sometimes we dismiss people because of their external appearances.  Sometimes we 

overlook potential standing right in front of us.  However, God sees what others do not see.  He 

knows what is at the core of our being and is able to draw out the very best in someone, even 

when (or especially when) they are hard-pressed on every side.  Perhaps you feel this way.  

Overlooked.  Outdated.  Ostracized.  1 Samuel 16:7 provides a healthy perspective for us to 

remember.  It simple states, “The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at 

the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”      

We describe what’s on a person’s inside as Character.  This is what truly defines a 

person – who a person really is.  So while we might be wanting to have a shiny exterior, God is 

looking to form a quality interior.  We should ask ourselves, “What comes out of me when I get 

squeezed, pressed, or challenged?”  Do people get a taste of something sweet or something 

sour, rotten, or crude?  Galatians 5 speaks of Godly character this way, “The Holy Spirit 

produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (v.22-23).  So what does God see when He looks at 

our heart?  Character matters – it’s what people taste.  Psalm 34:8 says this, “Taste and see 

that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in Him!”  May it also be said of us 

that when people get a taste of us, they get His goodness time after time again.   

So, the next time you drink some cider, remember that it’s the inside that made all the 

difference.  True of apples. True of us. 

Psalm 17:8 “Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 

hide me in the shadow of your wings” 
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       Set an Example in Your Speech 
Words can cause so much good. Words can cause so much harm. Do your 
words set an example for others to imitate?  

Questions to Consider 

1. Who have you known who has set an example of the kind of speech 
the Bible commends? 

2. The biblical pattern for overcoming sin is always “put off” and then 
“put on” or “put to death” old patterns and habits and then “bring to life” 
new patterns and habits. When it comes to your speech, what are some 
sinful ways of speaking that you need to put off or put to death? What are 
some virtuous ways of speaking that you need to put on or bring to life? 

3. Consider how some of these proverbs should challenge you. “When 
words are many, transgression is not lacking” (10:19). “Whoever guards 
his mouth preserves his life” (13:3). “The heart of the righteous ponders 
how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil 

things.” (15:28). “If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame.” (18:13). 
Why don’t you ask another person to evaluate you in light of these proverbs? 

In what ways do you think you are setting a good example to the people of your church in the 
way you speak? Pray and thank God for each of them. In what ways do you think you 
are not setting a good example to the people of your church in the way you speak? Pray and 
ask God for his grace to change you. 
 

Exerpted from Set an Example in Your Speech a blog post by Tim Challies (October 14, 2016). Find it in its entirety 
at https://www.challies.com/articles/set-an-example-in-your-speech/  

Courageous Conversation by Marvin Williams l Our Daily Bread Ministries l May 26, 2012 

https://www.challies.com/articles/set-an-example-in-your-speech/


P A G E  3  

Apples of Gold 
How would you like to have an apple of gold?  According to current gold 
prices, an apple of gold would be worth close to $43,000 (assuming a 
weight of two pounds).  That’s a lot of money, and that’s how much a 
timely word is worth.  Proverbs 25:11 says, Like apples of gold in settings 
of silver is a word spoken in right circumstances.  The Bible speaks about 
the importance of speech in encouraging people.  In the book of Acts we 
meet a Christian named Joseph who was given the nickname “Barnabas” 
by the apostles.  Barnabas means “son of encouragement.”  “Son of” is a 
way of describing someone who is characterized by something; a “son of 
anger” would describe an angry person, and a “son of kindness” would 
describe a kind person.  Barnabas was characterized by encouragement; 

he was an encourager.   

 After Saul the persecutor of the church was saved in Acts 9, he came to 
Jerusalem and was trying to associate with the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he really was a disciple.  Enter Barnabas, son of encouragement.  
Barnabas took Saul, brought him to the apostles, and told them about Saul’s conversion 
and how Saul in Damascus afterwards had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.  
Thereafter Saul was able to mix freely with the believers in Jerusalem.  Later, when the 
gospel came to the city of Antioch and a large number of Gentiles believed, the church 
at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to them.  And we read this, Then when he arrived and 
witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute 
heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of 
faith. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. (Acts 11:23-24)  The son of 
encouragement had struck again, and his words were like apples of gold in settings of 
silver. 

 Saul as the apostle Paul writes about the importance of our words in Colossians 
4:5-6, Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 
opportunity.   Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 
that you will know how you should respond to each person.  Before we speak, we should 
consider what kind of words would be most appropriate for the moment, and 
particularly they should be words of grace, or 
unmerited kindness.  That doesn’t mean we 
should never reprove anyone; Proverbs and 
other Scripture makes clear that sometimes 
that needs to happen.  It does mean that we 
look for ways to build people up, to offer them 
a verbal helping hand, so to speak.   

 We’ll probably never have an apple of 
gold in a setting of silver, but we have 
something far more valuable; the ability to 
speak words that are worth that to their 
hearers.  
 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 
     All Scripture references are NASB  

10 Scriptures About How 
We Speak 

Look them up sometime this month 

 Proverbs 18:21a  
 Matthew 12:36-37  
 Colossians 3:17  
 Ephesians 4:29-31  
 Colossians 4: 
 1 Peter 3:15  
 Proverbs 16:24  
 2 Timothy 2:24-25  
 James 1:19  
 Proverbs 17:27  



When Information Is Not Enough 
I saw a quote on a marquee today that said this:  “We are drowning in information but we are 
starving for wisdom”.  How true that is!  

We live in information overload for most of our lives.  You are bombarded on every side by 
advertisements and people vying for your attention. [ ] 

It is time to shut off the never ending valve of a constant flow of facts and start seeking after 
wisdom – not information.  

The dictionary defines wisdom as “the ability to discern or judge what is true, right, or lasting.”  The 
Bible commands us in Proverbs 4:7 that “Wisdom is the principal thing; [therefore] get wisdom: 
and with all thy getting get understanding.” 

It is time for you to learn the art of spiritual discernment in all the information you are 
receiving.  Wisdom demands that you not listen to and accept everything you hear.  I believe I am 
writing to someone specifically today who has been receiving information into your life from an 
outside source and it has begun to affect you in an adverse and negative way. The Holy Spirit is 
telling you today that it is time for you to make Godly wisdom your chief aim so that you have the 
spiritual discernment to sort through everything that is flowing into your life right now and know 
what is right and what is wrong.  How do you do that? 

I M M E R S E  Y O U R S E L F  I N  T H E  W O R D  

Proverbs 3:5 
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

The enemy’s greatest trick is to get you to trust your own understanding.  You and I don’t have the 
understanding needed to get us to where we need to go.  We must wholly lean on what the Word 
of God states in every decision we make.  You are facing some life changing decisions that require 
you to seek out what God says about that situation.  Wisdom seeks God’s word over your own – 
and over the word of those around you 

S U R R O U N D  Y O U R S E L F  W I T H  W I S E  P E O P L E  

Proverbs 13:20 
He that walketh with wise [men] shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed 

Don’t spend your time around people who accept you for who you are; spend time around people 
who make you better that what you are.  Spend time around people who stretch you to become 
greater and stronger than you are right now.  As I have said many times – if you are the smartest 
person in the room then you are in the wrong room.  You will never be more wise than the people 
you spend the most time with.  Therefore if you are ready to become wiser – change your 
environment and the people who are in that environment 

S E P A R A T E  Y O U R S E L F  F R O M  T H E  W O R L D  

2 Corinthians 6:17 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean [thing]; and I will receive you 

This worldly system is not concerned about you at all.  We live in a selfish and myopic 
world.  Consequently the only way for you to hear from God is to separate yourself from the ideals 
and culture of this world.  Jesus was very clear in John 17:16:  “They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world”.  The greater distance you put between yourself and this worldly system – the 
greater position you put yourself in to walk in divine wisdom. 

The chief goal of your life today is to walk in spiritual discernment.  Don’t listen to everyone around 
you and don’t believe everything you hear.  Let wisdom guide your ways and you will end up 
exactly where God wants you to be! 

http://christiancenter.org/when-information-is-not-enough/ by Crystal Lantz; July 25, 2016 

P A G E  4  

“It is time for 

you to learn the 

art of spiritual 

discernment in 

all the 

information you 

are receiving.”  

http://christiancenter.org/when-information-is-not-enough/
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News & Announcements 

Congratulations to Tyler and Morgan 

(Rees) Blocher on their wedding which 

took place on Saturday, September 16. 

Expressions of congratulations can be 

sent to the couple at 3013 West State Rd. 114 N. 

Manchester.  

 

 

Harvest “One-Service” Sunday 

 Sunday, November 12 
 

Operation Christmas Child Collection 
Sunday, November 12 

 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, November 19 
 

BWOC Ultreya  
Sunday, November 19 

 

Thanksgiving Day 

Thursday, November 23 

L KING 
AHEAD  
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28 – Alan Lauer 
        Romia Olsen  
        Bill Collett 
        Trent Martin 
        Becca Blocher 
        Kelse Harris 
29 – Lynn Blocher 
        Deb Thompson 
30 – Imogene Haupert  
        Ian Angle 
31 – Hanna Stout  
        Jeremy Pohler 
        Aaron Wilderman 
      
 

Anniversaries 
  4 – Ken & Connie Burton ‘74 
  9 – Caleb & Tracy Godoy-Forrester ‘93 
        Andrew & Whitney Dennison ‘10 
18 – Tim & Jenny Taylor ‘80 
29 – Steve & Valerie Kennedy ‘05 
30 – Tyler & Anna Mast ‘10 

October 
 Birthdays 
  1 – Hannah Ayres 
        Jim Mishler 
        Grace Miller 
  2 – Amber Ramseier 
        Zac Ramseier 
        Nancy McIntyre 
  3 – Tracy Forrester 
        Ruth Miller 
        Chandis Boomershine 
  4 – Mike Brubaker 
  5 – Jennifer Meredith 
        Karsen Niccum 
  6 – Dennis Ayres 
        Mike McLaughlin 
        Pei Eng Burns 
        Parker York 
        AJ Zimmerman 
  7 – Dylan Hernandez 
        Tristan Gawthrop 
        Billy Yarnelle 
  8 – Jason Richards 
10 – Kevin McIntyre 
        Candie Petrie 

11 – Larry Swihart 
        Taylor McLaughlin 
        Samuel Winger 
12 – Randy Ruppert 
        Liam Mast 
13 – Karissa Cook 
        Joel Harting 
15 – Greg Hicks 
        Brenda Carver 
17 – Cynthia Johnson 
        Isaac Callaway 
        Valerie Kennedy 
        Kimberly Pohler 
18 – Led Benton                  
        Gary Purdy 
        Payton Jones 
20 – Nate Birch 
21 – Madyson Ulrey                
23 – Jo Hays 
        Allice Martin 
25 – Holden Poston 
26 – Jeannette Hornbeck 
27 – Levi Bordeaux 
        Micah Bordeaux 
        Ian Poston 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2017 

 

October 2 Corinthians 
 2                   7-8 
 3      9-10 
 4     11-13 
 5 1 Samuel     1-2 
 6     3-4 
 
 9                 5-6 
   10                 7-8 
   11                 9-10 
   12                 11-12 
   13               13-14 
 
   16                15-16 
   17                17-18 
   18               19-20 
   19                 21-22 
   20                  23-24 
 
   23                 25 
   24               26-27 
   25               28 
   26                29-30 
   27               31 
 
   30      Galatians 1-2 
   31                 3-4 
Nov 
 1                 5-6 
 2 2 Samuel 1-2 
 3                  3-4 
             

Prayer Cards  
The ivory prayer cards in the 
pews are available for any prayer 
requests. You may place the card 
in the offering plate or leave it in 
the church office.  

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary door to the 
children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer 
Room is available for prayer whenever the church is open. During each of 
the Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there for you, the 
congregation of FBC. We would like to encourage everyone to choose a 
Sunday and a service and sign up to pray there. Sign up is on the bulletin 
board beside the Prayer Room.  

Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
library. It consists of guided prayer 
time and spontaneous scripture 
reading. Adults, teens, and kids 
welcome.  

Now is the time to start thinking about packing a shoebox to send around the 
world to a child in a needy country or situation. Last year our church sent over 
160 Christmas shoeboxes. Can you beat that this year??  This is a great way 

to involve the whole family in Outreach!  

Collection day will be November 12th. 
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Sudhir & Latha Kumar will be visiting from India this month. They will be in North 

Manchester to visit us on October 21st. Mark your calendar and plan to join us 

and other Indiana Brethren for an Ice Cream Social from 6:00-7:00 that evening. 

You will have the opportunity to visit with the Kumars and 

hear about the Brethren Mission in India. There will be 

activities for the whole family, so be sure to bring the kids too!  

 

Riverside Christian School is our Special Ministries focus for October. Meg Plummer, principal at the school, is 
very excited about how the 2017-18 school year started. Enrollment is up and they are fully staffed. Praise 
the Lord! With this added blessing come added problems too. More staff = more paychecks and bigger bills. 
It’s a good problem, but money is definitely tight.  
 They are also looking for donations to their school lunch program. They are in need of:  (#10 cans 
are appreciated but will accept any size) FOOD: chocolate/vanilla pudding; apple/cherry pie filling; peaches; 
applesauce; diced potatoes; green beans; corn; kidney beans; diced tomatoes; tomato juice; NON-
PERISHABLE: flour; sugar; lemonade mix; kool-aid; ranch dressing; chocolate/vanilla cake mix; brownie mix; 
cake frosting; macaroni-n-cheese.  
 There is a group of Indiana W.M.S. ladies going to Riverside at the end of the month. If you would 
like to donate, we would be glad to take it down. Put items in the kitchen marked KY! Please pray for 
Riverside, and consider donating food or funds.   

 

Each Fall the Gathering Class 

collects coats to distribute to 

those in need within our community during the 

Manchester Community Schools Gift of Giving. This 

year we’re kicking it off with a luncheon. Join us 

after services on Sunday, October 15, for soup and 

sandwiches and help us wrap our community in 

warmth this winter. The cost of the meal will be a 

donation—either monetary or coats! All coats are 

welcome but we especially tend to run short on 

larger youth/teen winter gear, so those are extra 

appreciated if you have them. Questions about this 

project can be directed to Cindy Pyle (578-1301). 

See you on October 15!  

 

Thank your pastors! The Pastoral Care Committee 

would like to remind the congregation that the 

month of October is Pastor Appreciation Month. 

Our pastors spend so much time investing in our 

lives. What ways can you use your God-given 

talents and skills to spend time investing in them 

this month? Whether big or seemingly small we 

can all do something to show our pastors how 

much we appreciate all they do for us!  

 

Manchester University Men’s soccer team wants to 

help out with your home projects (i.e. yard work, 

painting, cleaning, moving).  Donations help the 

team with their travel to Jamiaca in January for 

mission work.  For more info or to “hire” the team, 

contact Coach Corey Brueggeman at 513-307-6773 

or email cebrueggeman@manchester.edu.   

mailto:cebrueggeman@manchester.edu
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Brethren Way of Christ 
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Children’s Discipleship 
 
As we apply what we learn from studying the book of James, here 
is a helpful article called Teaching Kids the Weight of Words, by 
Karen Ehman.  
 

I’ve always liked the apostle Paul’s instruction to keep our words “seasoned with salt” (Colossians 4:6). 

Thinking of words as salt can be a helpful way for children to identify the many situations where their 

words can be used for good: 

Salt enhances flavor. A pinch of salt can coax out all the wonderful flavors around it. The same is true 

of words. It doesn’t take much, but our selection of words can enhance the pleasant flavors of a 

conversation, be it through compliments and lighthearted remarks or insightful questions and respectful 

responses. Ask your kids to consider how their words influence the overall “taste” of a conversation. Are 

they adding good, bland or just plain bad flavors? Remind them to strive to echo and contribute to the 

positive, friendly qualities of others’ speech.  

Salt preserves. Your kids no doubt see evidence of a society in decay, how culture moves increasingly 

further away from God’s loving plan for humanity. This isn’t just in all the immoral media your kids may 

be exposed to; the decay also is evident in the onslaught of thoughtless or deceptive speech they encounter 

in person and online. Encourage your kids to ask themselves, Do my words preserve truth in some 

way? Truth is needed every day, be it in an honest confession, an insight that clears up a 

misunderstanding or a gentle word of advice. 

Salt melts ice. Children easily recognize a simple truth: People can sometimes be cold. Icy cold. When 

we speak, do our words help melt the ice or add to the chill? Remind your kids that if they’re given the cold 

shoulder, they can try to warm things up by respectfully engaging others with kindness. Practice this 

principle as a family when you’re out in public or dealing with new people. Words seasoned with salt can 

melt the iciest of hearts. 

Salt was once used to slow infection. Your children will hear gossip and rumors in the halls at school 

or in online conversations. These painful words spread like an infection. Help your kids understand that 

they can choose to halt the spread by either refusing to participate in or speaking up against gossip. If they 

are brave enough to stand against gossip, words may sting for a moment, but your kids can help stop a 

nasty infection from spreading. 

Salt is best used in small amounts. We may sometimes need to speak truth, but even if words are true 

and delivered in a kind, warmhearted tone, we rarely need to say everything that’s on our mind. Remind 

your kids to keep their words gentle, respectful and brief. Sticking to just a few comments in a difficult 

conversation increases the chances that our listeners will be responsive to what we say. Too much salt 

destroys the dish, and it can also ruin a relationship. 
 

 
Karen Ehman is a popular speaker and a New York Times best-selling author. Her latest book is Keep It Shut: What to 
say, how to say it, and when to say nothing at all. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+4%3A6&version=ESV
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/parenting-challenges/teaching-kids-the-weight-of-words
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/parenting-challenges/teaching-kids-the-weight-of-words
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class is meeting in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 

The HS class meets in the back section of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall.  

Friends are always welcome to join us! 
 

 
 

 

30 DAYS OF HEARTWORK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 TO WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

The last, the least, and the lonely. 

God has a heart for those who are overlooked and oppressed.  

We want to have a heart like God’s. 

 

This year, our project is to help a Brethren church in the Philippines  

make some much needed renovations to their building. 

We have set a goal to raise $3,000 in 30 days. That’s $100 a day! 

Be thinking about how you could make some money to give away. 

 

Join us at Youth Group on Wednesday nights as we take a look at how  

everyone wins when we live different and spend ourselves for others.  

 

Do the 30-Day Devotional. On Sunday, October 1 text BYICHW to 31996. 

  

LIVE DIFFERENT.  

SPEND YOURSELF ON BEHALF OF OTHERS. 

LIGHT UP THE DARKNESS. 

 

 
 

 

FIFTH QUARTERS 
OCTOBER 6 AND 13 

JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS ONLY 

After home football games. Held at the Town Life Center. 

Cost is $1 or four quarters. Ends at 11:30pm.  

If you are a high school student and would like to help  

with this outreach ministry, talk to Pastor Tim. 

  
 

 
 

FIELDS OF FAITH 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11 

Location and times TBA 
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