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My Visit to Heaven 
By Pastor Kurt Stout 

In late September 2005 God gave me a remarkable gift.  I was in the middle of preaching a 
sermon series on Heaven when God decided to give me a Heavenly experience I will not forget.  
Bill Rodney, an 87 year old man of great faith, was admitted into Wabash Hospital.  His prognosis 
was grim.  Alone in the room, I stood beside his bed.  His eyes were shut.  On that day, Bill was 
responding more than during my earlier visit.  I held his hand and reminisced with him about how 
my boys would hop on his scooter and drive around his Peabody apartment.  He laughed some, 
talked a bit about his faith, and returned to resting.  He was very weak.   

After a moment of silence, Bill opened his eyes slightly.  He began to mutter words.  O 
how I wish I understood all of what he was saying.  Although frail, Bill started to lift and raise up his 
right arm, the hand I was holding.  He then opened his eyes wide, pushed his head back farther 
into the pillow and said, “I see the light.”  As I told Bill to go to the light, I was thinking, “this man is 
going to die and go to Heaven right now, right here in front of me.”  “I see the light,” he repeated, 
as he proceeded to then lift his left arm.  Both hands now extended into the air.  Bill began to 
smile at the things he was seeing; and he began to talk, saying, “I hear noises, I hear loud noises.”  
So I asked Bill, “What is it that you hear?” He said, “Joyful song, joyful song.”  “What else do you 

see? What else is there?” I replied. Bill mumbled words and things 
that I couldn’t understand. O how I wish I could.  I did ask him, “Do 
you see anybody?” Bill said, “My Bible study friend.” And I asked, 
“How about Jesus, do you see him?” To which he replied, “Only His 
back, only his back.”  After a little while, Bill’s arms began to drop, 
and he said, “The light is fading, the light is fading.”  Still holding his 

hand, I urged, “No, just stay, just stay.” But Bill returned and closed his eyes.   

Bill slightly opened his eyes again.  With a smile he said to me, “I see you brought the old 
man with you.” But no one else had come into the room.  So I asked, “Where?  Where?” Bill 
pointed to the end of the bed, and said, “There.”  “Why is he here? Did he come for you?” I 
questioned.   “Yes.” Bill replied.  So I suggested, “Well, just go, just go with him.” Still incredibly 
weak, Bill actually tried to get out of bed, he was pulling his covers off. I said, “No, just lay down 
and close your eyes, and when he calls your name, you just go.”  Bill complied. 

I fully anticipated a call by morning saying Bill passed away, returned to Heaven to stay.  
However, to my surprise, the message I got was that Bill would be transferred back to Peabody 
retirement home.  I was in shock.  A few days later I sat beside this weak and frail man again.  I 
tried to ask him a few more questions.  I didn’t want to put words in his mouth or ideas in his 
head.  So I simply asked, “Bill, do you remember last week?” And he told me, “I saw glimpses of 
Heaven.”  I wanted to hear more, but his speaking was still rather slurred and intermittent. 
“What else did you see? Did you see buildings?” I inquired. “Yes.” Bill responded.  Trying, he 
wanted to tell me more, but I couldn’t understand. Once, I thought Bill said 
he saw water, but he was only telling me he needed a drink. I was trying to 
figure it all out.  I just held his hand, and rehearsed some of what we had 
experienced together.  In the end, I asked Bill permission to share our story. 
“Absolutely” He said. “It must have been wonderful” I added.  To which he simply replied, 
“Marvelous, marvelous.”   

I stood there quietly 
knowing I had just 

witnessed a remarkable 
journey, a priceless gift. 

“I saw glimpses 
of Heaven.” 



P A G E  2   

In his book simply titled Heaven, Randy Alcorn takes 

a look at many of the questions believers and non-

believers alike have asked about the afterlife. Below 

are just a few of these questions and brief selections 

from his more thorough answers to each of them in 

the hopes that you can begin to find answers to 

some of your biggest questions on this topic.  
 

Q: Is Heaven our default destination...or is Hell? 

A: What would keep us out of Heaven is universal: “ All 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 

8:23). Sin separates us from a relationship with God (Isaiah 

59:2). God is so holy that he cannot allow sin into his presence: “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot 

tolerate wrong” (Habakkuk 1:13). Because we are sinners, we are not entitled to enter God’s presence. We cannot 

enter Heaven as we are. So Heaven is not our default destination. No one goes there automatically. Unless our sin 

problem is resolved, the only place we will go is our true default destination...Hell. (p23) 

 

Q: What will it mean to see God? 

A: In Heaven, the barriers between redeemed human beings and God will forever be gone. To look into 
God’s eyes will be to see what we’ve always longed to see: the person who made us for his own good pleasure. 

Seeing God will be like seeing everything else for the first time. Why? Because not only will we see God, he will be 

the lens through which we see everything else—people, ourselves, and the events of this life. (p169) 

 

Q: Will we be ourselves [in Heaven]?  

A: Jesus called people in Heaven by name, including Lazarus in the intermediate Heaven (Luke 16:25) and 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the eternal Heaven (Matthew 8:11). A name denotes a distinct identity, an individual. 

The fact that people in Heaven can be called by the same name they had on Earth demonstrates they remain the 

same people. In Heaven I’ll be Randy Alcorn—without the bad parts—forever. If you know Jesus, you’ll be you—

without the bad parts—forever. (p273) 

 

Q: Will we become angels? 

A: Angels are angels. Humans are humans. Angels are beings with their own histories and memories, with 
distinct identities, reflected in the fact that they have personal names ,such as Michael and Gabriel. Under God’s 

direction, they serve us on Earth (Hebrews 1:14). Michael the archangel serves under God, and the other angels, 

in various positions, serve under Michael (Daniel 10:13, Revelation 12:7). In Heaven human beings will govern 

angels (1 Corinthians 6:2-3).  (p275) 

 

Q: Will we sleep? 

A: Sleep is one of life’s great pleasures. It’s part of God’s perfect plan for humans in bodies living on the 
earth. Troubles sleep and sleeplessness are products of sin and the Curse, but sleep itself is God’s gift. I believe 

we will likely need it and enjoy it. (p318) 
 

Q: Will Heaven ever be boring? 

A: Most of us can envision ourselves being happy for a few days or a week, if that. But a year of complete 
and sustained happiness? Impossible, we think, because we’ve never experienced it. We think of life under the 

Curse as normal because that’s all we’ve ever known. A hundred or a million years of happiness is inconceivable 

to us. Just as creatures who live in a flat land can’t conceive of three-dimensional space, we can’t conceive of 

unending happiness. Because that level of happiness is not possible here on the fallen Earth, we assume it won’t 

be possible on the New Earth. But we’re wrong. To properly envision Heaven, we must remove from our eyes the 

distorted lenses of death and the curse. (p395) 

 
Heaven, Randy Alcorn, Tyndale House Publishers Inc., © 2004 by Eternal Perspective Ministries.  
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Everything Sad Will Come Untrue 
Near the end of J.R.R. Tolkien’s 

classic Lord of the Rings trilogy, in 

The Return of the King, the evil 

kingdom has been destroyed, and 

Gandalf, who was thought to be 

dead, turns out to be alive.  Sam 

Gamgee wakes up from his sleep 

surprised that he himself is alive, 

sees Gandalf, and says, “Gandalf! I 

thought you were dead! But then I 

thought I was dead myself. Is      

everything sad going to come 

untrue?”  As some have said, that can be a 

good description of what heaven is like.  For 

true believers in Jesus, those whose lives 

demonstrate that they are His followers (for 

only these people go to heaven), everything 

sad will someday come untrue. 

 In Revelation 21 the apostle John 

writes, Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 

passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 
 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, made 

ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 
 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne, 

saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

among men, and He will dwell among them, 

and they shall be His people, and God Himself 

will be among them,
 
and He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes; and there will no 

longer be any death; there will no longer be 

any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first 

things have passed away."  And He who sits 

on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all 

things new." And He said, "Write, for these 

words are faithful and true."  A key phrase in 

this passage is, the first things have passed 

away.  The “first things” are what we 

experience now; evil, sin, death, etc.  Although 

that’s the way things presently are, that’s not 

the way they will be in the new heaven and the 

new earth.   

 As one writer stated, Sam’s question 

“Is everything sad going to come untrue?” is 

very profound because it is different than 

asking whether good things are going to come 

true.  Rather, it’s asking whether sad things 

are going to come untrue.  The question 

recognizes that there is something very wrong 

with the world which results in much grief.  But 

in the new heaven and the new earth, those 

sad things will be made untrue.  And so there 

will no longer be any cause for mourning, or 

crying, or pain.  In fact, Timothy Keller has 

suggested that just as the disciples seeing 

Jesus’ scars after his resurrection reminded 

them of what He did for them, and turned their 

sorrow into joy, on the day when God makes 

everything right, the same thing will happen to 

our own hurts and sadness.  Christians will 

find that the worst things that have happened 

to us will in the end only make us happier.  

Someday everything sad will indeed come 

untrue. 

 
Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 
All Scripture references are NASB 

“Christians 

will find that 

the worst 

things that 

have 

happened to 

us will in the 

end only 

make us 

happier.” 

IF:North Manchester 2018 
Women’s Conference  
What IF we followed God with perseverance instead of insecurity? At IF:Gathering 2018, we will 

look at one of Paul’s letters to Timothy as he reminded him of the power and responsibility of 

sharing the gospel. We want to give God away in the very places He’s put us, so we’re going to 

gather for the purpose of remembering why following God and making disciples matters. We all 

get tired, we all wonder if what we’re doing matters, so IF:Gathering 2018 will be the reminder--it 

will be the celebration. The work we’re doing to share the gospel on the earth is worth it and God 

DOES move through the little things that nobody sees. Join us for the LIVE simulcast of this 

conference from Austin, TX!  February 9 (6:30-10 pm) & 10 (10 am-6pm) in the Jo Young Switzer 

Center on the Manchester University campus. Cost is just $10 and includes 2 meals. Sign up at 

register.ifgathering.com/event/ifnorth-manchester or contact Rena Vawter (388-4298) or Nicole 

McKee (228-9050) with questions. 
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This is the most important question of all. Here is a wonderful truth: God has made it easy for you to go to 
heaven. He did the hard part when he sent his Son to die on the Cross for you. He paid the price for your sins 
so that you could one day stand before God in heaven. Jesus said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6). He also said, "I am the door; if anyone enters 
through Me, he shall be saved" (John 10:9, NASB). Jesus is not only the way to heaven, he is also the door to 
heaven. If you want to go to heaven, you've got to go through the door marked "Jesus Christ." There is no 
other entrance. 

Suppose you were to die and found yourself standing at the door of heaven. If God were to say, 'Why should I 
let you into heaven?' what answer would you give? 

Picture the scene. You are standing at the very gates of heaven. It's more beautiful than you ever dreamed 
possible. This is where you want to spend eternity. This is where you belong. But before you enter, the Lord 
himself asks what possible reason you have to claim admission. You pause, knowing that all eternity hangs 
on your answer. What will you say? 

Let me make this very personal. If you were to die tonight, do you know for certain that you would go to heav-
en? I've already said that this is too important to say "I think so" or "I hope so." If you're wrong, you're going to 
be wrong for a long, long time. 

What we need is solid ground on which to stand. And we have it in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Our entire hope of heaven is wrapped up in what Jesus did when he died on the cross for the sins of the 
world and rose from the dead on Easter Sunday morning.  

One of our most beloved hymns puts it this way: 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
On Christ the solid rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

That says it all. If you want to go to heaven, you must base your hope on the solid rock of Jesus' blood 

and righteousness. Are you standing on the Rock this morning? Are you wholly leaning on Jesus' name? 

No one goes to heaven by accident. Heaven is God's prepared place for prepared people. We prepare for 
heaven and then God prepares heaven for us. I've already told you that most people believe in heaven and 
most people think they are going there. But are they on the right road? Are they building their lives on Jesus 
Christ-the solid rock? Too many, I fear, are standing on sinking sand and do not know it. 

What is your hope for heaven? Mine is Jesus Christ. I've staked 
everything I have on him. If he can't take me to heaven, then 
I'm not going there. What about you? When the dark night falls, 
the lights go out, and the waters of death swirl around you, 
what will happen to you then? If you know Jesus, you have 
nothing to fear. Put your trust in Jesus. Run to the Cross. Stand 
with your full weight on the Solid Rock of our salvation. May 
God help you to trust in Jesus Christ and him alone for your 
salvation. And may God grant that we will all meet one day in 
heaven. 

Safe at home. In heaven at last. I'll be there. What about you? 

 

An excerpt from https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/
what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html#5  

7 biblical facts about 
heaven. It is … 

1. God's dwelling place (Psalms 33:13). 

2. Where Christ is today (Acts 1:11). 

3. Where Christians go when they die 

(Philippians 1:21-23). 

4. The Father's house (John 14:2). 

5. A city designed and built by God 

(Hebrews 11:10). 

6. A better country (Hebrews 11:16). 

7. Paradise (Luke 23:43). 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+14:6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=nas&q=joh+10:9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+33:13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+1:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+1:21-23
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+14:2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+11:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+11:16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+23:43
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Heaven 
[hev-uh n]  

noun 

1.the abode of God, the angels, and the spirits of the righteous after death;  

the place or state of existence of the blessed after the mortal life. 

” 

“ When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining 

as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than 

when we’d first begun.  
–John Newton, Amazing Grace

“ 
” 

“Joy is the serious business of Heaven.” 

  C.S. Lewis 

He has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 

and unfading, kept in heaven for you… 

1 Peter 1:3-4 

Additional Resources 
Want to know more about Heaven? Here are some resources to help you get started with your own research into 
this important Biblical topic: 
 

Books:  
 Heaven by Randy Alcorn 

 Heaven: Biblical Answers to Common Questions by Randy Alcorn (a brief summary of some of the above book’s 
main points) 

 The Glory of Heaven: The Truth about Heaven, Angels and Eternal Life by John MacArthur 

 Things I’ve Learned on the Way to Heaven by William L. Thrasher Jr. 
 

Websites: 
 www.desiringgod.org/ask-pastor-john  (type heaven in the search box; answers to common questions about 

heaven by John Piper)  

 https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html (addresses 
questions like Where is Heaven? What is Heaven like? Who is in Heaven right now? And more)  

http://www.desiringgod.org/ask-pastor-john
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html
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Want to learn how to detox your soul?  There will be a Sunday School DVD study for five weeks, 

Jan. 28 – Feb. 25.  The study is Soul Detox: Clean Living in a Contaminated World by Craig Groeschel (author of The 

Christian Atheist).  Our culture unknowingly ingests regular doses of spiritual toxins that assault our relationship with 

God. This study shines light on the dark influences, emotions, and behaviors to empower Christians to live pure lives 

and grow closer to God.  Join one of the following classes for the study (Anyone can attend any class. Ages given 

represent generally those currently attending). 

 
8:00 a.m. 

 Builders (age 70s-80s): led by Connie Beery in the Library 

 Seekers (age 50s-80s): led by Jim Mishler in Room 103 

 Berean (all ages): led by Ron Burns in Room 102 

 

9:15 a.m. 

 Young Adult Class (post-high, college and older): led by Ron Burns in Room 101 

 Gathering (20s-40s): led by Mike & Cindy Pyle and Jim & Jean Erickson in Room 103 

 ACTS Men (all ages): led by Andy Cook in the brick house 

 ACTS Women (all ages):  led by Rena Vawter in the brick house 

 Pathfinders (age 40s-60s): led by Garen Bushong in the Library 

 LIFE (age 40s-60s): led by Mark Hill in Room 102 

 

The following class is studying Harmony of the Gospels: 
10:30 a.m. 

 All Ages (all ages): led by Jared Blocher in the brick house 

During the Soul Detox study, the book by the same name will be for sale for $5 (half the regular price). 

BRC News & Events 
Snow Camp  Jan. 19-21   3rd-6th Graders    Cost: $90 

Is summer too long to wait to come back to camp? 

(YES!) Then come to Snow Camp to connect with all 

your camp friends, new friends, and your favorite 

summer staff! There will be lots of fun, hot chocolate, Bible Lessons, games, 

campfire each night, sledding, and much more. Bring your friends with you! 

Register a friend who did not attend last year to receive a gift from the 

Novelty Nook and a $25.00 voucher to attend Camp Shipshewana 2018. 

Registration begins at 7:00pm Friday night. Questions? Contact the camp at 

campshipshewana@gmail.com or 260.768.4519.  
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Thank You  Our deepest sympathies to the family of Bonnie 
Hoover, Cindy Pyle’s mother, at her passing on 
December 8. Services were held at Grandstaff-
Hentgen Funeral Service on December 14.  

We offer our deepest sympathies to the family of Myron 
Miller, father of Greg Miller, at his passing on December 23.  
Services were held at McKee Mortuary on December 28.  

Congratulations to Cody & Kendra Bucher 
on the birth of their daughter, Hazel May, 
on December 8 weighing 6 lb 6 oz and 
measuring 18 inches long. Hazel joins the 

family with big sister Karsen. Proud grandparents are 
Roger & Chris Metzger.  

News & Announcements 

 

THIRD SUNDAY LUNCH INVITATION 
Team Jamaica is hosting the Third Sunday Lunch on Sunday, January 21.  

We are so excited about this upcoming experience, and we are working hard to develop some Gospel-sharing skills for this mission 
trip, which is June 23-29. We ask for your prayer support as we prepare, and once we go. 

Beyond joining us for lunch on January 21, team members are also available to help with a home project, if you’d like to financially 
support us in this way. If you have a project, call the church office with the details, and then team members will contact you about 
getting the work done.  

As a team of 22, we need to raise $25,000. If you would like to financially support a specific team member rather than the team in 
general, please do not write their name on your check. On the memo line of your check, write “Jamaica” and the number 
associated with their name listed below: 

  1-Hannah Ayres 

  2-Tim Bordeaux 

  3-Emma Burlingame 

  4-Ethan Callaway 

  5-Toby Callaway 

  6-Amy Collett 

  7-Maddy Cook 

  8-Shannon Cook 

  9-Ethan Davis 

10-Addie Haecker 

11-Rita Haecker 

12-Carsyn Howard 

13-Matt Howard 

14-Mathias McLaughlin 

15-Sydney McLaughlin 

16-Taylor McLaughlin 

17-Madisyn Schmidt 

18-Beletu Stout 

19-Caleb Stout 

20-Kurt Stout 

21-Jaelyn Webb 

22-Matt Webb 

Thank you for all of your support! Without you, a transformative experience like this would not be possible!  

Thank you for all of the birthday cards! I felt encouraged 

and loved, and turning 40 wasn’t so bad!  
 

Pastor Tim 

 
We want to thank everyone for your prayers during our 

trip to India. We are so blessed to have a loving church to 

support us. Also to all that donated gifts and supplies for 

us to take to the orphan children we say, "Thank You!" 

  

Keith & Linda Immel 

 
We are honored to serve as your church staff. Thank you 

not just for your generous Love Gift this Christmas, but 

thank you for your support and encouragement all year 

long. We are looking forward to another exciting year 

with you.  
 

With heartfelt appreciation,  

First Brethren Staff  

2018 DIACONATE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL OFFICERS 

MODERATOR: Greg Hicks          VICE-MODERATOR: Donna McKee      RECORDING SECRETARY: Garen Bushong 
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28 – Lexi Webb 
29 – Randy Fruitt 
        Denise Leonhard 
        Brenly Westendorf 
30 – Brian Burgan 
        Ken Burton 
31 – Samuel Ayres 
        Caroline Callaway 
 
 

Anniversaries 
  1 – Mark & Chris York ‘96 
  3 – Dale & Courtney Ruppert ‘15 
  7 – Allen & Peggy Selleck ‘78 
16 – Bill & Carol Collett ‘88 
22 – Brett & Melissa Miller ‘00 
30 – Leonard & Linda Pyle ‘60 
31 – Lynn & Wendy Blocher ‘92 

January 
Birthdays   
  1 – Bob Cummins 
  2 – Carol Grindle 
        Rosie Purdy 
        Carol Shilling 
  3 – Olivia Otto 
  4 – DeAnne Clifton 
  5 – Jenean Rager 
        Tallulah Gawtrhop 
  6 – Janell Dockter 
  7 – Joshua Cook 
  8 – Jill Simcoe 
10 – Marvin Gish 
11 – Carol Munson 
        Wilson Nettleton 
12 – Joyce Eberly 
13 – Shirley Mishler 
        Sydni Hernandez 
        Bob Craig 

15 – Elijah Burlingame 
        Brittney Brueggeman 
16 – Jasmine Jones 
        Lance Christiansen 
18 – Diana Nettleton 
        Julie Burlingame 
        Allen Selleck 
19 – Teresa Martin 
        Jen Birch 
20 – Tawn McLaughlin 
  Miriam Wilderman 
21 – Tim McLaughlin 
23 – Lucy McKinley 
24 – Jake Longanecker 
        Jolene Brunk 
25 – Linda Pyle 
26 – Chris York 
        David Pritchard 
27 – Kent Ulrey 
        Easton Callaway 

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for any prayer requests. You may 

place the card in the offering plate or leave it in the church office.  

Weekly Prayer Opportunities 

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just 

outside the sanctuary door to the 

children’s wing. Except for 

Wednesdays when it’s Lisa’s 

office, the Prayer Room is 

available for prayer whenever 

the church is open. During each 

of the Sunday morning services, 

someone is praying in there for 

you, the congregation of FBC.  

We would like to encourage 

everyone to choose a Sunday and 

a service and sign up to pray 

there. Sign up is on the bulletin 

board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the library. It consists of 

guided prayer time and spontaneous scripture  

reading. Adults, teens, and  

kids welcome.  

 

 

9 & 10 
IF:North Manchester  

Women’s event @  

Manchester University 
 

16—18  
Ignition Youth Conference 

in Michigan 

L KING 
AHEAD  

Monthly Bible Reading Plan 
Is one of your resolutions for the new 

year to spend more time in the Word? 

Here is the perfect way to start! Cut 

out the bookmark below and check off 

each day’s reading once it’s done. In 3 

years you will have read through the 

entire Bible. Additional copies of the 

bookmark are available in the foyer 

each month.  

 First Brethren Church  
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29  

Reading Plan Bookmark  
2018 

January 
   1                 Col.          1-2 
  2                        3-4 
  3         1 Chron.          1-2 
  4                 3-4 
  5                       5-6 
 

  8                       7-8 
  9             9-10 
10                     11-12 
11                       13-14 
12             15-16 
 

15         17-18 
16             19-20 
17                 21-22 
18            23-25 
19                       26-27 
 

22           28-29 
23           1 Thess.       1-2 
24                3 
25              4 
26                      5 
 

29         2 Chron.          1-2 
30             3-4 
31             5-6 

February 
  1           7-8 
  2             9-10 



P A G E  9  

C
h

il
d

re
n

's
 M

in
is

tr
y

 
 

 

Children’s Discipleship 

 

Are you talking with your kids about Heaven? 

 
It’s not always easy to explain, or anticipate how to answer the many questions that kids 
may have about Heaven.  Here are few points to keep in mind: 

Allow your child's understanding to develop in time, and give him or her plenty of 
opportunities to discuss what's on their hearts and minds at any time. 
The Bible is full of comforting words about the hope of Heaven. Here are several 
scriptures paraphrased in ways your child might understand more easily. 
 
Revelation 21:4: In Heaven God makes sure no one feels like crying. No one will die in 
heaven or feel bad. They'll be happy.  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: Everyone who follows Jesus will live together in Heaven one 
day. We'll all be together again and live forever with Jesus.  
Psalm 18:28: When we believe in God it's like a nightlight in the dark. We don't have to 
be afraid. 
Psalm 23:4: When I'm the most scared or feel the worst, I can think about how much 
God loves me and I can feel loved and safe. 
Psalm 73:26: God's love will never go away. I can always feel His love anytime I want. 
 
Try reading a scripture paraphrase each night, then comparing it to the actual passage, 
or writing one down and putting it in your child's lunch box each day. 
Heaven is more than a final resting place for souls. God's Kingdom - often called the 
Kingdom of Heaven in the Bible - is a place of power. It's vibrant and real; it's all the 
hope we need to live an overcoming life in this space and time. Living Kingdom-minded 
will help your kids grasp the concept of Heaven and its relationship to Earth. 

Taken from: https://www.jellytelly.com/blog/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-heaven 

 

For kids in grades 3-6    Date: January 19-21, 2018 

Is summer too long to wait to come back to camp? (YES!)  
Then head north to Camp Shipshewana at the Brethren Retreat for 
Snow Camp to connect with camp friends, make new friends, and 
see your favorite summer staff! There will be lots of fun, hot 
chocolate, Bible Lessons, games, campfire each night, sledding, 
and much more. Info is available on the table in the LOFT hall. 
 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.13-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2018.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2023.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2073.26
https://www.jellytelly.com/blog/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-heaven


P A G E  1 0  

Y
o

u
th

 M
in

is
try

 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class meets in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined Youth Group meets in the Fellowship Hall.  
Friends are always welcome to join us! 

 
 

 

FIFTH QUARTER 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 5 

NEW LOCATION! 
An Outreach Event for all 7th and 8th Grade Students. 

After the Varsity Basketball game,  
Fifth Quarter will be held in the Junior High Gym.  

Ends at 11:00pm. Still costs just $1.  
 
 
 

 

TEAM JAMAICA FUNDRAISER 
THIRD SUNDAY LUNCH: JANUARY 21 

 
 

 

 

MANHUNT AT THE MALL 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 

For High School Students only. 
Leaving from the church at 1:30 pm; back at 7:30 pm. 

Bring $$ for dinner in the food court.  
 

 

 

 

SUPER BOWL PARTY 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

High School Party @ Tim and Tawn McLaughlin’s, 1505 Villa Ct. 
Junior High Party location TBD. 

Guys bring something salty; ladies bring something sweet.    
 

 

 
 
 

IGNITION WEEKEND RETREAT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16 TO SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

For JH and HS Students. Cost is $70.   
Payment and Waiver Form must be turned in by Sunday, February 4. 

Leaving @ 4:00 pm from the church on Friday. Back by 11:30 am Sunday.  
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