
 

 Helmets are protective gear.  Football players wear them.  So do bikers and race car 

drivers.  Construction workers use them, as do firefighters.  Christians need them too.  

We need helmets to protect us from getting knocked out or from experiencing a 

“spiritual concussion” caused by repeated hits from the evil one.  He is the father of lies 

(John 8:44) and without our “helmet of salvation” (Eph 6:16) we are susceptible to him 

getting “into our head” with distorted truth and identity lies.  Has he gotten into your 

head, telling you lies which you are beginning to believe?  God has given us this spiritual 

protective gear, but we must choose to put it on.  Holding it under our arm or dangling 

from our Bible is not sufficient.  Believing in and living in our salvation through Jesus 

Christ is crucial to our ongoing survival against the Devil’s lying schemes. 

 A few Sunday’s ago we studied Demas, who walked away from his faith, deserting 

Paul at a time he was needed (2 Timothy 4:10).  Somewhere along the way Demas 

decided to forgo wearing his protective gear.  He no longer was growing in faith.  He 

misplaced it and never went back to get it.  Maybe he thought he outgrew it or was safe 

enough without it.  Adults tend to do this with bicycle helmets:  “I don’t need this 

anymore.”  “I won’t fall.”  “I’ve been doing this for years.”  But that kind of attitude is 

spiritually dangerous.  And the “hound dogs of hell” can sniff it out.  They know when we 

are too self-confident, relying on our own abilities and knowledge.   Peter reminds us that 

we must beware or we too will fall (2 Peter 3:17). 

 Our confidence (2 Cor 3:4-5) comes in Christ alone, who gives us salvation, and rescues 

us even from ourselves.  Put on your helmet of salvation.  Don’t let the evil one get into 

your head.  Let this helmet cover your ears and guard your mind (Phil 4:7).  It’s safety 

ratings are flawless! 

   Collectively, the Armor of God will: 

 Secure your identity (belt of truth) 

 Guard your heart (breastplate of righteousness) 

 Guide your steps (sandals of peace) 

 Defend your life (shield of faith) 

 Protect your mind (helmet of salvation) 

 Destroy your adversary (sword of the Word) 

Helmets: Not Just For Kids 
By Pastor Kurt 
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by Zach Hill  (Summer Ministry Intern) 

Page 3 

Here are 5 characteristics of a shield to remember when you need your shield of faith:  

 The shield is the first line of defense. 

 A shield guards 

 A shield deflects. 

 A shield can incapacitate the enemy.  

 There is strength in numbers of shields. 
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“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.” –Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies. –Mother Teresa  

“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.”  

–Saint Augustine 

“The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock, and exalted be my God, the rock of my salvation.”  

2 Samuel 22:47 

“Though the Bible was written over sixteen centuries by at least 40 authors, it has one central theme – 

salvation through faith in Christ.” –Max Lucado 

“We must allow the Word of God to confront us, to disturb our security, to undermine our complacency and to 
overthrow our patterns of thought and behavior.” ― John R.W. Stott 

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” – Psalm 119:105 
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14919141.John_R_W_Stott
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          Children’s Discipleship 

 
Why is the Word compared to a Sword? 

It is compared to a sword for many reasons. A 

sword in the ancient world was not only a 

weapon for battle; it was also a symbol of 

authority. This is why defeated generals would 

give their swords to the victors as a symbol of 

giving their authority to another.  

But most of all, the sword was a symbol of 

power. First, it has the power to wound the heart. 

We see this most of all in terms of salvation 

when someone previously hears the Word and is cut to the heart by it. Second, 

it has the power to penetrate the heart. We see this in Acts 16:14. As Paul 

preached the Word to Lydia and the others, God used the Word to “open her 

heart” and she was converted. Hebrews 4:12 makes this clear when it describes 

the Word as “living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of the soul and spirit, and the joints and marrow.” 

Psalm 119:105 tells us that “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my 

path.” God’s Word guides us in the way we should go.  

Why is this weapon so important? 

Because without it, you cannot win the battle. With other armor, you may be able 

to protect against defeat, but without the sword you cannot have victory. Without 

the sword, how will you “tear down strongholds?”  

Taken from: www.familyradio.org/devotional/sword-spirit-2-2/ 

This month, study God’s Word together as a family.  Work together on 

memorizing verses from lessons in Garden/LOFT or the LOFT summer Bible 

Memory Challenge. Enjoy growing in your knowledge of the Word of God to 

strengthen you!  
 

COMING UP: 
 

 

    KFC (5th & 6th graders)  

 Thursday, July 12- 5:30-7 p.m.  
 

 
 
Wet and Wacky Wednesday!                     

July 25th
 2-3:30 p.m.  

for age 4 years-6th grade 
 

 
VBS July 29-August 2nd 6:30-8:30 p.m. (see VBS page) 
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WEEKLY SUMMER SCHEDULE 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class meets in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

We are still meeting this summer!  
New 7th graders are welcome to join us!  

We start with dinner at 6:15 and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 

 

HELP WITH VBS 
JULY 29-AUGUST 2 

You might be too old to attend VBS, but you’re the perfect age to help! 
Sign up soon and find a place to help that fits you best! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE 
JULY 16-20, 2018 

There’s still time to register!  
Price is now $225, and registration closes on July 1.  

*Scholarships are available upon request.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISCIPLES’ ACADEMY 
NEW GROUP STARTING THIS AUGUST 

If you will be in 10th-12th grade this fall, consider applying for Disciples’ Academy. 
This student leadership program runs mid-August to mid-May.  

If you would like to know more about this program, there will be some  
informational meetings later this summer, or call Pastor Tim. 
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We offer our sympathies to the family of Marianne Fruitt, 

Randy’s mother, at her passing on Tuesday, June 19. Services 

were held on June 23rd at the Old German Baptist Brethren 

New Conference Church.  

To My Wonderful Church Family, 

 Thank you so much for the many prayers, cards, and 

phone calls these last 5 months (and the food!). I 

appreciated it all.  

 Also, a special thank you to my awesome neighbors, 

Tim and Jenny Taylor, for taking care of my driveway 

this past winter and my yard this spring.  

 Words are just not enough. I treasure each of you! 

 Sincerely, 

 Kathy McClure 

A Thank You since passing of Mike Sturgeon 
 Since Mike’s passing I’ve started many thank you 
“paragraphs” to be printed in the monthly that I never 
quite turned in. The last one I submitted said that if you 
are inclined to pray, to continue to pray, because Mike 
continued to have health problems, even after the initial 
crises of cancer and then stroke. But I’d like to now give 
my “thank you” to my church family.  

 Thank you to Pastor Ron for delivering communion to our home and for the memorial service. Thank you for all of the 
prayers, especially, and for meals that were provided, for helping me process the grief, the hugs and mutual tears, for the 
knowing glances, the cards and letters, for counseling and friendship, the printed materials from Stephen Ministry, and the 
solid foundation of our special little denomination.  
 Thank you for continued prayers, for me, as I move onward to the next stage of my life. Pray for wisdom, peace, and 
contentment. “Faith doesn’t make things easy, it makes them possible” – and God is in control and loves me, when the things 
are rewarding and when the things are difficult.  
 For all those who’ve prayed for healing, your prayers are now answered: Mike is healed in the best way possible!  
 In Christ’s Love, 
 Karen Eiler 

Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for any 

prayer requests. You may place the card in the offering 

plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of the 

Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there 

for you, the congregation of FBC.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

library. It consists of guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids 

welcome.  

 Just a short note to thank your church for the 

wonderful work that was done at Life Center for the 

Faith in Action weekend.  

 We can’t express how much we appreciate the 

partnership we have with your congregation. You are all 

a blessing to our mission!  

 Sincerely for life, 

 Cheryl Meyer, Executive Director 

Congratulations to Brady and Hayleigh (Collett) Franklin on 

their wedding, which took place June 16. Cards may be sent to 

the couple at their home: 1517 East 33rd St, Marion, IN 46953.  

 Thank you for donating to Timbercrest Healthcare in 

memory of Marianne Fruitt. Also for the prayers, cards, 

and visits at her passing.  

 Sincerely, 

 Randy and Sharon Fruitt Family 
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Anniversaries 
  3 – Andy & Ruth Ayres ‘99 
  8 – Matt & Pattie Webb '95 
        Dick & Diane Metzger ‘55 
10 – Gary & Rosie Purdy ‘76 
14 – Jason & Jennifer Meredith ‘01 
15 – Doug & Lisa Rice ‘95 
        Brian & Karen Burgan ‘78 
16 – Caleb & Laurel Callaway ‘16 
17 – Andrew & Leticia Callaway ‘99 
19 – Rodney & Jolene Brunk ‘87 
20 – Randy & Jenny Moore ‘97 
24 – Jared & Rebecca Blocher ‘15 
30 – Dennis & Annette Ayres   ‘94 

JULY 

Birthdays 
  1 – Bob Shepherd 
        Trever Jones 
        Owen Vineyard 
  2 – Alex Frantz   
  3 – Grace Smith 
  4 – Alma Eiler 
        Andrew Hill 
  5 – Andy Cook 
  6 – Jake Peden 
  7 – Greg Miller 
10 – Vicky White 
        Sherry Walters 
        Rebecca Ramer 
        Staci Yard 
11 – Steve White 
        Chad Vawter 
        Emily Ogden 
        Finley Pyle 
13 – Suzanna Hicks 
14 – Laurel Callaway 
15 – Linda Lindzy 

16 – Charles Craig 
        Julie Yarnelle 
18 – Glenn Riggs 
        Kylie Jones 
22 – Steve Beaver 
        Elizabeth Anguilm 
25 – Josiah Callaway 
        Jared Blocher 
        JoEtta Herrmann 
26 – Tyler Meredith 
        Parker Yard 
27 – Lisa Rice 
28 – Matt Smith 
        Raelynne Jones 
29 – Gerry Eberly 
         Matt Mize 
         Mark York 
30 – Teresa Coble 
        Casen Vawter 
        Carsyn Howard 
31 – Donna McKee 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2018 

 

July            
 2         Psalms           79-80 
 3             81-83 
 4              84-86 
 5                 87-88 
 6             89 
 
 9       1 Peter             1-2 
   10                   3-5 
   11       Psalms            90-92 
   12                 93-95 
   13                  96-100 
 
   16                101-103 
   17                104-105 
   18               106 
   19                 107-108 
   20                  109-111 
 
   23                 112-115 
   24               116-118 
   25               119:1-56 
   26                119:57-112 
   27               119:112-176 
 
   30                      120-124 
   31                 125-130 
August 
 1                 131-135 
 2                  136 
 3                  137-138 
             

mailto:mckeemrk@refinedstudios.com
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nmfbc.org/vbs
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