
 

You’ve heard that phrase before: someone had “a change of heart.”  It means that 
although a person once felt a particular way about something, that person now feels different – 
they see from a new perspective, they no longer are bound to previous ideas or attitudes.  
Lately I’ve been praying that I/we would have a change of heart. 

For the past month we’ve taken a chapter by chapter look at Jonah’s life – actually, it’s 
been an examination of his heart.  While there are many similarities between Jesus and Jonah, 
the one major difference is that Jonah’s heart for people far from God was in stark contrast to 
Jesus’ heart.   2 Peter 3:9 describes His heart, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness.  Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 

We discover that God is patient with Jonah, because He does not want people to 
perish.  But God’s patience is not absent of activity.  He’s not just sitting back waiting for Jonah 
to come to his senses.  Repeatedly God intervenes wanting Jonah to obey His call of 
evangelism.  First God sends a great wind (1:4).  Then He sends a great fish (1:17) …followed 
by a great vomit.  Jonah is reluctant, but eventually he obeys.  He turns toward Ninevah and 
agrees to warn them of coming judgement (3:4). 

Let me encourage you. Reluctant obedience is still obedience.  Jonah wasn’t 
completely sold on the idea of sharing God’s Word with these people.  When was a time you 
were reluctant to follow through with what God wanted you to do? 

 

● Go over and talk to the person crying; ● Sit with the student or coworker all alone; ● Give 
more, even start tithing;  ● Pray for your meal at school, work, or family gathering; ● Pray for 
someone on the spot after they shared a concern/problem they were facing; ● Start a spiritual 
conversation with a neighbor, family member, or teammate; ● Go on a mission trip; ● Adopt a 
child ● Volunteer with youth; ● Write a card; ● Make a difficult phone call; ● Step into a new 
SS class; ● Get up early to read the Bible; ● Invite someone to church or to your house; ● 
Share your resources; ● Share your money; ●Share your time; ● Share your faith. 
 

There is perhaps more reluctance in sharing ones faith than any other part of the 
Christian life. Why?  Fear – fear of rejection, fear of not knowing answers, fear of saying the 
wrong thing, fear of messing up a friendship, offending someone, appearing judgmental, … 
What fear or lie are you listening to regarding God’s call to share the Good News of God’s love? 

It’s good to remind us that it’s good news - even though it comes with a warning.  This 
is the Good News: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whosoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16 

 

Continued on page 3  
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Change of Heart, from page 1 

 

I love that word “whosoever”.  Whosoever is all encompassing.  No one is too far 
gone.  No one’s sins are too dark, too many, too disgusting, too frequent, too embarrassing, 
too costly, too “unforgiveable”.  Whosoever includes the liar, the hypocrite, the homosexual, 
the thief, the student who cheats on a test, the wife who cheats on her husband, the teen who 
looks at pornography, the drunk driver who ends a life. Whosoever includes the prideful 
church attender, the stingy giver, the unforgiving friend, the abusive husband, the glutton, 
those jealous, those angry, those resentful, and the list goes on. 

Hear it again: “For God so loved YOU, that if you believe in Him, you will not perish, 
but have everlasting life.”  This is the heart of God and this is the message He has given us to 
give to the world.  But most don’t have this kind of heart.  We have a heart more like Jonah – 
running away from opportunities to share our faith.  Running away from people who are in 
desperate need of God’s message.  Unfortunately, on this topic, a heart like God’s is more 
rare than common. 

This is why we are in a “change of heart” 30 day prayer challenge: “Jesus, Give me 
Your heart for lost people”.  These 30 days will culminate to a special time of prayer on 
Tuesday Sept 11th  from 6:30-7:00 pm.  It will be 
led by Faith Miller and myself.  I invite you to join 
us in a time of prayer for family and friends who 
have yet to turn or return to the Lord.   
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          Children’s Discipleship 

 

Our new fall schedule begins September 2nd with classes for all ages 

through 6th grade during the 10:30 hour.  Watch for signs to know where 

each group meets. 

Thank you to our fabulous teachers who are excited to partner with your 

family to help kids grow as followers of Jesus. We are still in need of 

teachers or helpers both hours, so if you are feeling led to impact the lives 

of kids, please see Lisa or a member of the Children’s Discipleship team.  
 

Garden 3-K’s 

This month in the Garden 3-K’s room, children will hear true stories of Old 

Testament kids: Miriam, David, the Little Girl who helped Naaman, and 

Josiah. During the first lesson, they will hear the basic truth that God is 

with us. Through the rest of the unit, they will discover that God wants us 

to help others and that we can obey Him. Talk together at home about how 

you can remember God’s truth every day. 
 

LOFT (grades 1-6) 

The first Sunday in September will kick off our fall 

quarter in LOFT and elementary Sunday School with 

“Deserted: The Israelites in the Desert!”  Each week we 

will travel to the desert and learn how we can obey and love 

God more as we experience what happens when the 

Israelites wander for forty years!  Our memory verse will 

be learning the Ten Commandments and the challenge is 

learning the books of the Old Testament.  We will also be 

sharing and discovering how we can help each other grow in 

our discipleship/living like Jesus. 
 

Families: Be watching for ways you can share the story and what we are 

learning each week.  
 

Elementary Parents: An information sheet will be sent home on September 

9th or can be picked up from the church office for you to share any special 

needs or helpful information regarding your child that are useful for his/

her teachers.  Please return these to the church office to be shared 

confidentially with your child’s teacher/s.  
 

KFC Bike Hike!  

5th & 6th graders: Get your bikes ready for an 

adventure! Watch your mailbox for details coming 

later this month! 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:15-10:15 AM  

The JH class meets in Room 101. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP, 6:15-7:45 PM 

For all students in 7th-12th grades.  
We start with dinner at 6:15 and meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

  
 

 
 

COME ALIVE: NIGHT OF WORSHIP 
6:30-9:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

Benefit Concert for Gage Reed and Reese Wagoner!  
$5 suggested donation at the door. 

Starts with food and fun outside at 6:30, then heading inside for door prizes,  
concert, and message from Christian rap artist, EJ Thomas. Ends at 9:00pm.  

 
 
 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY LUNCH 
AFTER CHURCH on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

The Ministry of Worship has asked the Youth to help serve this meal,  
and to provide desserts as well. The proceeds of the lunch will cover  

 expenses for the Night of Worship on September 26.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

JH MOVIE NIGHT @ COLLETTS 
6:00-8:30 PM, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

This event is only for 7th and 8th grade students.  
Bring a snack to share, and invite your friends!  

 
 
 

 
 

SEE YOU AT THE POLE 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

Students and parents are invited to gather around their school flagpole  
before school starts and pray for our community, nation, and world. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FIFTH QUARTER OUTREACH EVENTS 
FRIDAYS: SEPTEMBER 21 AND SEPTEMBER 28 

These events are for all 7th and 8th grade students. They begin  
after the varsity football game ends and are held in the Junior High gym.  

Snacks, basketball, volleyball, crazy group games, and a gospel message.  
Costs $1 to get in and ends at 11:00 p.m.  
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Recently my wife and I visited my nephew’s family’s new house that they had built.  As they were showing 

us around, it occurred to me to ask if I could say a short prayer to bless their home.  They said yes, so we 

held hands and I prayed, and they seemed appreciative.   

 

I was inspired by the faith of a new friend who had boldness and urgency about sharing his faith.  He was 

70.  I'm just a teenager.  A few days later, when I was talking to one of my friends who is not a Christian, I 

knew God wanted me to pray for him...with him.   My prayer with my friend was this, that God would help 

soften his heart and show him how deep His love goes.  After I finished praying with my friend, he said he 

was thankful that I did.  I feel we became even closer friends.  I'm still praying he gives his heart to Jesus. 

 

My wife and I were at our daughter’s college when we noticed a family in a lot of stress with anxiety 

mounting as they were moving their daughter into school.  We were walking behind this family outside 

the dorm, when my wife and I spontaneously prayed aloud between ourselves as we continued to walk 

hand in hand.  There seemed to be a unity between us as if we both knew a prayer was 

needed.   We’ve not prayed a lot like this before, but it was great to pray together on a college campus 

in desperate need of prayers. 

 

My husband and I were in a sketchy part of Indy one night. We had to walk through a group of 

homeless men to get to our hotel. A man stopped us. He asked for cash and we gave him what we had. 

He shared his story with us, that he had just gotten out of jail a few days ago and he was starting a job 

tomorrow. He asked us to pray for him. My husband and I agreed and started walking to our hotel. We 

took a couple steps and he said, "No, pray right now!" We got down on our knees and prayed with him 

right there on the street. As we finished and began to leave, he told us we'd be blessed. When we got to 

our hotel, the staff upgraded our room free of charge to something we wouldn't have been able to 

afford. To this day, we remember that man's face and think of him. We also try to pray for people on the 

spot instead of walking away and forgetting to do so later. 
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http://www.nmfbc.org/way-of-the-master
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Wyatt Daniel Frantz was born to Chris and Wendy 
Frantz on Thursday, August 16th. He weighed 6lb 5oz and 
was 19 ½ inches long. Wyatt joins the family with big 
sister Alex. Congrats Frantz family!  Congratulations also 
to  Wyatt’s proud grandparents: Mark and Caroline 

Callaway and Joe and Anne Frantz. 

We wish to extend our deepest sympathies to the family of 
Barb Ihnen at her passing on August 17th. Services were 
held at the church on August 24th. 

Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for 

any prayer requests. You may place the card in the 

offering plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of 

the Sunday morning services, someone is praying in 

there for you, the congregation of FBC.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the library. It consists of guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids 

welcome.  Welcome to our newest members – the Ungers and the 
Shillings! Denny and Alicia Unger joined as of August 

20th; Doug and Carol Shilling as of August 26th.  

If you are interested in partnering with First Brethren as a 
member please speak with a pastor or Mike McLaughlin.  
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Anniversaries 
  2 – Michael & DeAnne Clifton ‘89 
        Matthew & Teresa Mize ‘94 
  6 – Daren & Rachel Ransbottom ‘14 
  7 – Steve & Vicky White ‘74 
10 – Ryan & Sarah Anguilm '94 
        Ian & Katherine Angle ‘11 
16 – Mike & Lucy McKinley ‘89  
19 – Heath & Jennifer Miller ‘98 
21 – Loren & Brenda Blocher '85 
27 – Phil & Brittany Holmes ‘14 
29 – Dane & Jill Simcoe ‘01 

September 
 
Birthdays 
  1 – Steve Bucher 
        Garen Bushong 
        Megan Sites 
  6 – Cody Bucher   
  7 – Michael Johnson 
        Michelle Johnson 
  9 – Haylie Miller 
11 – Kyle Martin 
12 – Rena Vawter 
        Hope Miller 
13 – Kim Pratt 
        Penny Deal 
        Heath Miller 
        Delton Moore 
        Dallas Martin 
14 – Amy Baker 
        Raimi Vawter 
15 – Cindy Miller  
        Wendy Frantz 
        Tyler Mast 
        Skylar Hackworth 

16 – Tyler Brunk 
17 – Allie Kauffman  
        Addison Ramseier 
19 – Darren Gay  
        Hannah Newell 
20 – Jenny Hill 
21 – Renae Blocher 
22 – Dorene Fratus 
        Jessilyn McKee 
        Miranda Martin 
23 – Cooper Lauer 
24 – Cindy Pyle 
        Michael Clifton 
        Dale Ruppert  
        Amy Collett 
25 – Loren Blocher 
        Brenda Blocher 
26 – Kynzi Peden 
28 – Anne Flenar  
        Gavin Harting 

 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     

2018 

 

   September          Proverbs  

  3                   21-22 

  4                        23-24 

  5             25-27 

  6                        28-29 

  7             30-31 
 

                    Revelation 

10                        1-2 

11                       3-5 

12               6-7 

13                         8-9 

14                       10-11 
 

17                    12-13 

18             14-16 

19                          17-18 

20                      19-20 

21                  21-22 
 

                    Ecclesiastes 

24                        1-2 

25                        3-5 

26                        6-8 

27                     9-10 

28             11-12 
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