
I admit it - I don’t like blood and I am not a fan of heights.  I can get claustrophobic and I can fear failure or 

ridicule.  Of what are you afraid?  What can get in the way of you taking a courageous step or leap?  I know what it’s like 

to abandon fear.  I remember being on a high ropes course where I had to lump off the top 

of an extremely high pole and catch a dangling bar suspended in mid-air.  Years earlier I 

wouldn’t have even climbed the pole, but that time I did and realized the exhilaration of 

overcoming fear.   

Fear can be crippling.  Without fear, people are generous, daring, joyful, and open.  Hope 

is opposite of fear.  Where there is fear, there is doubt, suspicion, resistance, hoarding, self

-preservation.  Where there is hope, there is effort and optimism. 

God has taught us to lay aside fear and embrace hope.  The Apostle John said it this way, 

“There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:18).  Paul said, “For 

God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7).  When we allow 

fear to creep in, we let fear cripple.  Has fear crippled you from carrying out what God has planned for you?  Are you 

holding back because of the unknown?  Such circumstances cause us to depend more on God, and it gives room for Him 

to fulfill His plan and purpose.  This does not mean life will be without its challenges or headaches or risks.  Courageous 

spirituality is required in the face of fear.   

At First Brethren I have witnessed ordinary people respond with courage to the commands and promptings of the 

Holy Spirit.  Without the strength of God, who gives confidence and competence, our ministry would be empty.  What 

would our church, home, faith be like if we only attempted those things about which we 

were confident and comfortable?  When was the last time you did something requiring 

courageous spirituality?  This world, this community, your family needs someone who 

will risk for the Kingdom.  Are you willing to be this person in your workplace, in your 

neighborhood, or in your school?   

 Our ministry is a part of the continuous work of Jesus.  As the Father sent Him, so He is sending us (John 20:21).  There 

is more of His work to be done, and He has chosen you and me to carry it out, courageously depending on Him. 

I like what Thomas Edison said, “If we did all the things we are capable of doing, we could literally astound 

ourselves.”  The potential and power that rests in us by the Presence of the Holy Spirit is profound.  Don’t let fear cripple 

you from giving, serving, helping, reaching, smiling, or being receptive to new challenges.   Which spirit are you listening 

to?  A spirit of fear or a spirit of love?  Take a deep breath and say a trusting YES to the next step God has planned for you 

(Eph 2:10).     

 

Pastor Kurt on high ropes course 

If we did all the things we are 
capable of doing, we could 
literally astound ourselves. 

- Thomas Edison. 

First Brethren. . .  continuing the work of Jesus through His Spirit 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:15-10:15 AM  

The JH class meets in Room 101. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP, 6:15-7:45 PM 

For all students in 7th-12th grades.  
Dinner provided. 

and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 
 

FUSION YOUTH RETREAT 
APRIL 5-6 @ INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 

Grades 9-12 
Includes tickets to a concert with For King & Country on Friday night!  

Stay overnight on campus and have a blast. 
Cost is $55 

Forms and money need turned in the office ASAP.  

 
 

NEVER2YOUNG 
MAY 3-4 @ INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 

7th and 8th Grade Students Only:  
Pizza party, inflatables, dodge ball, staying in a college dorm… all for just $25!   

Bring sleeping bag and pillow, toothbrush and deodorant,  
running shoes and comfortable clothes.  

 
 
 
 
 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE: DON’T WAIT !  
JULY 15-19, 2019, RIDGECREST, NC 

Because Engage is being held at Ridgecrest, the timetable for payments  
 and the payments themselves are different than normal.  
We need to know as soon as possiblehow many people  

we’re transporting in order to have enough seats.  
 

If you are going to Engage and not going to Brethren Academy, your total cost  
will be $165 if you turn in your registration and $50 deposit by March 31.  

 
If you are going to Engage and Brethren Academy, your total cost 

will be $65 if you turn in your registration by March 31.  
*This only covers your transportation back from Ridgecrest. 

You will still be responsible to get yourself there. 
 

*More info available at https://www.brethrenchurch.org/engage-conference-2019  
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Children’s Discipleship 

This month we anticipate Spring and celebrate all God is doing in our lives as we 

grow through each season!  As the days get longer (with light at leastJ) see if you 

can invite a family over to share together how God is growing you! 
 
Garden (Nursery-K) 
Our 2 year olds will be learning how God loves them through the story of Hannah 
praying for a baby.   
The 3-K’s will hear the stories of the widow who gave her last 2 coins to God, 

Joseph and his brothers, and David and Jonathan.  In these stories, we will learn 

how we can love others. 
 

LOFT (1
st
-6

th
 graders) 

This month kicks off our Spring Quarter focusing on the Fruit of the Spirit!  Each 
week we will have a lesson from the New Testament helping us remember what 
Jesus taught, how He died for us, and how others took His message to the world!  
Our memory verses are Galatians 5:22-23 and the challenge is 1 Corinthians 
13:1-8a.  
 
 
 
Club RIOT, Kids For Christ, and 
ParentConnect meet this month on 
Tuesdays! 
 
Come join the fun each week from 6:30-7:45 
as we investigate the Fruit of the Spirit with games, crafts, snacks, and Bible discussion! 
Invite your friends’ families to join you!    
 
ParentConnect will be using the video series “Shepherding a Child’s Heart” for all 
parents while the kids have their activities. Come learn together with other adults and 
enjoy some coffee and snacks, too! 
 

 
Online Parenting Class:  
This month’s discussion:  Helping Around the House 
Spring is in the air, and that may mean spring 
cleaning! Though the end-goal is raising Godly 
children who become mature, responsible adults, 
training children in the area of helping around the 
house isn’t always easy. In fact, sometimes it can be 
downright awful! Children will do almost anything to 

get out of chores. Often kids spend more time arguing about their chores than actually 
doing them. Some parents throw their hands up in the air and, to alleviate the tension, 
end up doing the chores themselves. Take a look at this month’s video or let Nicole know 
if you would like to receive the emails and links each month directly to your inbox. 
https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/200406606/56152b14a0 

Page 4 

https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/200406606/56152b14a0
https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/175380701/fdec832fcb


Page 5 

The Transformed Life Center is a ministry of Reggie & Julie Harvey, pastors at the United Community Brethren 
Church in Dayton, OH . The Transformed Life Center (TLC) aims to restore hope and transform lives by addressing 
the spiritual, social, and educational needs of multicultural, multiracial, and multiethnic individuals residing within 
various communities around Dayton. The goal of the TLC is, in part, to provide a Transitional Housing Mission to 
assist men leaving incarceration; a Community Barbershop/Salon offering affordable haircuts for low-income 
families; and a Health & Wellness Center where clients will be coached in health for the body, mind, and spirit. 
PRAY: for more finances, more help in repairs, and more leaders to help serve. Reggie reports “a praise is that we 

have received calls already from a couple churches seeing where we need help and we have a project manager that stepped up […] to 
help us set a deadline and help see [projects] completed; and we continue to see God move in the people's lives that we minister to!”. 
GIVE: Outreach will be sending $400 to the Center which will be used directly towards repairs of the ceiling and floors in the lower level 
as that is what they are working to finish first.  Additionally, this month in the foyer and children’s hall we are collecting items for the WMS 
to take with them for this mission: towels/washcloths, personal hygiene items, kitchen items, bed linens & blankets, and food donations. 
SERVE: The Midwest Region WMS is organizing a trip to Dayton from Aril 4-7, 2019. This trip is open to anyone who wants to attend 

(men, we need you too!) See page 8 for details.  

First Brethren Family Members Serving Internationally 
David & Ruth Burgos and Peter & Brenda Burgos (sons of Joe & Janice Burgos): 
David & Ruth serve in Barcelona, Spain. David went to Spain in 2000 as a missionary sent by the Vineyard Church. Ruth was a 
missionary to Muslim immigrants sent by her church in England. They are in charge of Christian education and their church is now the 
largest Vineyard Church in Spain, and it is growing rapidly. They recently sponsored a conference of leaders from 
other churches in Spain. PRAY: concerns: Spain is a hard country for missionaries. Spaniards are not very open to 
the Gospel. Praise: their church is growing and alive. They have 2 children living at home. 
Peter & Brenda serve in China. Peter is a medical doctor, training Chinese doctors in the family practice specialty, 
which they did not have when he went there 20 years ago. He trains these doctors on the field, doing charity work in 
orphanages, old folks’ homes, and small villages. He shares his faith during these trainings and almost all of his 
trainees have become Christians. Peter’s family is currently in the states sharing his work and raising money for his 
budget to return. PRAY: concern: changes that could affect his clinics and ministry. They have 3 grown children 

and 4 children living at home, 3 of which are adopted Chinese children.  

Stephano & Katie Leon Garner (daughter of Tim & Beth Garner and granddaughter of Warren & Helen Garner): 
In 2012 Katie Garner founded El Roi International Ministries located in Lima, Peru. It is a mission-based organization 
that is devoted to serving the spiritual and physical needs of the people of Peru through long term discipleship 
programs, Biblical teaching, counseling, providing clothing, food, school supplies and translation services. Stehpano & 
Katie work with an average of 70 kids (age 6-17) from the surrounding shantytowns of Lima. A majority of these kids 
work to make a living by selling candies or playing musical instruments on street corners and buses. El Roi offers a 
weekly program that consists of worship, Biblical teaching, manual crafts, refreshments and sports activities – 
providing a safe environment for the street kids, allowing them to develop and strengthen their friendships. Through 

these relationships Stephano & Katie gain the trust needed to share Jesus’ lifestyle as described in the Bible. They have one daughter. 
PRAY: that God continues to transform lives and break through cycles of poverty that have been engrained in the families over many 
generations. Pray that the children and their families find true relationships with Christ, for the weekly El Roi programs, and for the energy 

and strength to give 100% every day. 

Nathan & Kristi Bucher (son of Steve & Cindy Bucher): 
Nathan & Kristi are serving with Jesus in Haiti Ministries. Nathan serves on the Board of Directors and Kristi serves full-
time as Communications & Development Manager. Although they live in Minnesota she visits Haiti four times a year. 
Jesus in Haiti Ministries exists to bring glory to God. Following Christ’s example, they pursue life transformation 
through discipleship by teaching the Word, building relationships, and sharing burdens, so that all people can 
experience abundant life in Christ. They have three areas of ministry which include Victory Bible Church, Grace 
Emmanuel School, and Lighthouse Children’s Home. PRAY: concerns: in early Feb. they had a round of 
demonstrations that turned violent in many areas of Haiti. These demonstrations were not limited to Haiti’s major cities, but saw significant 
protests with burning tires and blocking roads near to JiHM centers. Because of this many of the businesses and schools closed for many 
days. Praises: on Feb. 19th Kristi reported that things are about 80% back to normal in their area, and that the school was planning to 

reopen that week. They are thanking God for His protection over the local staff and their students.  

 Through your continued giving to the budget of the First Brethren Church we will be donating some funds to each of these 
ministries. If you would like to give over and above the budgeted amount, mark your check with the name of the couple you would 
like to assist.  
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We want to thank our church family for all of the cards, 

meals, and prayers during Steve’s recovery from ankle 

surgery. We appreciate your continued prayers as he heals.  
 

 Vicky and Steve White 

Our heartfelt sympathies to the family of Fred Cornell 
Earl, father of Tricia Stan, at his passing on February 
17th. A memorial service was held at Community Baptist 
Church in Poland NY on February 22.  

 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Don Fingerly, 

father-in-law of our Maintenance Coordinator Gerald 

Metzger, at his passing on February 27. Services were held 

in Rossville, IN on Saturday, March 2.  

Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in 

the pews are available for 

any prayer requests. You 

may place the card in the 

offering plate or leave it 

in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of the 

Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there 

for you, the congregation of FBC. Sign up to pray in 

2019 on the sheets in the hallway outside the prayer 

room. Couples, family, friends, etc. can pray together if 

you would like! Please contact Mike McLaughlin (982-

6902) with any questions.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held 

each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

in the library. It consists of 

guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture 

reading. Adults, teens, and 

kids welcome.  

Welcome to our newest member, Carsyn Howard, who 

joined the church as of February 27th. We are excited that 

she has chosen to partner with us! Are you interested in 

becoming a member? Speak with Mike McLaughlin or a 

pastor. 
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28 – Joseph Chapman 
        Sarah Harting 
29 – Aliyah Nichols 
31 – Jay Warner 
        Bob Hornbeck 
 

Anniversaries 
  9 – Chase & Hayley Hand ‘09 
15 – Jim & Jean Erickson '80 
16 – Steve & Roberta Miller ‘91 
18 – Kent & Lisa Ulrey ‘95 
19 – Bill & Denise Leonhard ‘99 
        Brad & Debra Pyrah ‘16 
24 – Jim & Shirley Mishler ‘56 
26 – Joseph & Janice Chapman ‘83 
31 – Todd & Dianne Floor ‘71 

Birthdays 
  1 – Jo Montel 
        Luciana Angle 
  5 – Kendra McKinley 
  8 – Brian Ramer  
        Traci Cummins 
        Brittany Holmes 
  9 – Lisa Ulrey 
        Lisa Carter 
10 – Denny Unger  
        Nate Trump 
11 – Caroline Clifton 
12 – Linda Warner 
        Roger Metzger 
14 – Rex Renz 
15 – Daren Ransbottom  
        Ashton Moore 
        Addi Bordeaux 

16 – Kayla Blocher 
        Alayna Miller 
17 – Jim Baker 
18 – Melissa Miller 
        Sidney Hand 
20 – Sandy Burch 
        Steve Miller 
21 – Shannon Cook 
22 – Connie Beery  
        Ethan Longanecker 
23 – Kendra Bucher  
        Jordan Ayres 
25 – Craig Walters 
        Ben Vineyard 
        Landon Longanecker 
26 – Rebecca Clifton 
27 – Caleb Stout 

https://www.brethrenretreat.org/employment
http://www.brethrenretreat.org/media/uploads/0/418_Demo-Youth-Retreat-Flyer.pdf
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