
Oswald Chambers reminded me today that Jesus said it was the “cares of this life” that choke out the Word 

of God planted in us (Matthew 13:22).  Our first inclination might be to say it’s the Devil, but here we find 

that the world also has a strong pull on us to reject or ignore the Word of God. 

I’ve been doing a lot of weeding lately around our house getting ready for Isaac’s graduation open house 

(btw, You’re invited!  It’s Saturday June 1, 5-7 pm.).  It’s not been a hard job; the constant rains have softened the soil 

well.  But it’s been an extensive job.  There are a lot of weeds!  And there are several varieties.  Sometimes I 

recognize the weed, and at other times, I have to ask myself “Is this a weed or not?” 

So it is with the “weeds” in our life.  Sometimes we can identify them easily.  We even see them taking 

over our thinking, attitudes, and actions.  Other weeds are more difficult to identify or more challenging to 

unearth, but the necessity to do something still remains.  Oh, you may not be overly concerned about 

leaving a weed here or there, but let me warn you, weeds grow fast and soon the smallest of weeds can 

overtake an entire area of the garden of our heart.  Some weeds are so invasive you need a professional to 

come in and eradicate the species.  Do you need help addressing some habits, attitudes, patterns, worries, 

or behaviors in your life?  Don’t let the Word of God get choked out!  Work the dirt, pull the weeds, water 

the plants, remove the stones.   

What are you worried about or working towards?  Is it getting in the way of your spiritual fervor and 

devotion?  Who in your life do you have to help you weed?  What tools do you have in your spiritual shed 

to use in times like these?  I’m willing to share some of my tools with you, and add some tools to my shed 

that you may have.  I’d love for you to make an appointment with me some time for us sharpen each other 

(Prov 27:17) and partner in this challenge of weeding out the “cares of this life and deceitfulness of this 

world”. So, let the Word be alive and active in you, for it is “God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 

Timothy 3:16-17). God has a harvest (not weeds) in mind for you! 

“The seed cast on good earth is the person who hears and takes in the [Good] News, 

and then produces a harvest beyond his wildest dreams.” (13:23) 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:15-10:15 AM  

The JH class meets in Room 101. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP, 6:15-7:45 PM 

For all students in 7th-12th grades.  
We start with games and then dinner at 6:30  

Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 
 
 

SUMMER YOUTH OUTINGS 
At least once a month during the summer we will be heading to  

the homes of some of our adult leaders during youth group time.  
In order to participate in these nights out, we must have  

a current Parental Consent form on file with the office.  
Blank copies can be picked up in the church office.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP COORDINATOR 
Do you like working with teens? Want to help nurture the  

development of student/adult leaders? We may have a place for you!  
If you or someone you know may be interested in applying for this position  

to lead, train, and empower students and adult volunteers here at FBC, 
please take a look at the job description posted on our church website.  

If you have questions, please contact the Youth Discipleship Ministry  
(Matt Burlingame, Rita Haecker, Ben McLaughlin,  

Daren Ransbottom, Rena Vawter),  
Pastor Kurt or DLC liaison Mike Pyle. 
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https://northmanchesterfbc.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/youth-discipleship-coordinator-job-description.pdf
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Children’s Discipleship 

 

 

Summer has so many opportunities to connect with God and with others to 

grow closer together!  Spend some time inviting another family over for food, 
fun, and spiritual conversations, serve or reach out to a new family together!  
Campfire conversations are another way to reflect on your day and how you’ve 

seen God working.  For younger kids, planting a garden is a great chance to 
talk about how God grows us just like the plants we can see growing in the soil. 

Take a look around and celebrate all God is doing this summer! 

GARDEN  

Nursery(birth-K) –We are currently looking for one or two people to serve by 

cleaning toys in our nursery/Garden areas once a month.  Please let Lisa or 

someone from the Children’s Discipleship team know if you can help. J  

2’s- This month in the two year old room we will learn that “God made me!” as 

children hear the story of creation and celebrate all God has made! 

3-K’s- Our theme for June is The Wonder Room!   Song Verse of the 

Month: Proverbs 17:17 

God wants us to make right choices! During June, children will hear about 

people in the Bible who made right choices and wrong choices. Through stories 

of Jesus’ disciples, Jonah, the leper who said “thank you,” and the Good 

Samaritan, kids will learn to recognize a right choice and discover that God can 

help them make one.  

LOFT (entering grades 1-6)  

This summer in LOFT we will be learning about 

God’s kingdom and how we can live His way!  

Join us each week as we rotate to different stations 

to learn from God’s Word! 

 Reminder of our summer schedule for LOFT: Drop

-off and Pick-up from room 106/107 at 9:15 and then attend the worship 

service at 10:30 with your family or with the LOFT team sitting in the back row. 

  

 

ONLINE PARENTING CLASS FOR JUNE:  
Personal God Things to share with your Child  
https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/175380701/
fdec832fcb 
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Thank you for your gracious use of your building for 

CBS. We have all been blessed by your generous 

hospitality!  
 

The Ladies of the Tuesday Afternoon  

Community Bible Study 

Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for 

any prayer requests. You may place the card in the 

offering plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays when it’s 

Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for prayer whenever the church is open. During each of the Sunday morning 

services, someone is praying in there for you, the congregation of FBC. Sign up to pray in 2019 on the sheets in the 

hallway outside the prayer room. Couples, family, friends, etc. can pray together if you would like! Please contact Mike 

McLaughlin (982-6902) with any questions.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the library. It consists of guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids 

welcome.  

First Brethren Community, 
 

 Hank you for the many acts of kindness and concern 

shown to us!  
 

Randy and Sharon Fruitt 

Thank you for the wonderful box of cookies! We enjoyed 

them at break time. What a nice way to say Thank You! 

We wanted to let you know we appreciated it. God bless. 

Sandy, Nancy, and Cathy of Edward Jones 

Thank you so much for being a partner in 

our mission and taking time to work at 

LIFE Center recently. What a blessing it 

was to have so many work so hard to get 

projects completed. 

Cheryl Meyer, Executive Director 

It was so thoughtful of you to bring 

cookies to our office. Usually when we 

come in we have many messages to 

return. This brought a smile to us. Thank 

you so much! 

Meals on Wheels 

I wanted to send you this note to thank you so 

much for your kindness and caring. I certainly did 

not expect the gift of a painted back step or a 

cleaned up yard, but I am blessed because of it. I 

am blessed by your actions and even more by your 

caring Spirit. Thank you so much!  Sue Howard 

We want to thank you for helping us move into our 

new home on your Faith In Action Sunday. This is 

such a blessing to have fellow believers helping one 

another. You are all a blessing to us and we thank you 

for your help.  

In Christ’s love, Randy and Coleen Mangham 
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Anniversaries 
  3 – Mark & Rolissa Underwood ‘89 
        Jake & Tera Peden ‘06 
  5 – Gary & Dee Montel ‘65 
  7 – Jeremy & Kim Pohler ‘97 
        Joel & Sarah Harting ‘03 
  9 – Nate & Tracy Trump ‘01 
12 – Bill & Jo Hays ‘83 
        Cody & Kendra Bucher ‘17 
14 – Mark & Nicole McKee ‘03 
20 – Bob & Traci Cummins ‘98 
21 – Corey & Brittney Brueggeman ‘14 
22 – Tim & Kelly Bordeaux ‘02 
        T.J. & Whitney Eads ‘13 
23 – Tristan & Lydia Gawthrop ‘07 
24 – Randy & Lisa Ruppert ‘89 
        Scott & Tricia Stan ‘95 
25 – Mike & Annette Clifton ‘95 
27 – Greg & Lisa Carter ‘80 
        Ben & Janelle McLaughlin '98 
        Kyle & Kayla Martin ‘15 
30 – Steve & Donna Beaver ‘79 
        Ron & Pei Eng Burns ‘84 
        Robin & Cynthia Johnson ‘91 

Birthdays   
   1 – Bill Hays 
  2 – Bethany Collett 
  3 – Noah Callaway 
        Joshua Angle 
  4 – Katie Vawter 
        Jonathan Miller 
        Olivia Holmes 
  5 – Joan Michel 
        Tricia Stan 
        Zachary Hill 
        Hunter Miller 
  6 – Mark Callaway 
        Fred Thompson 
  7 – Laveda Peffly 
        Phil Holmes 
        Jaelyn Webb 
  9 – Braxton Westendorf 
10 – Mathias McLaughlin 
        Cy Vawter 
12 – Jay Montel 
        Lindsay Rice 
        Karen Burgan 
13 – Baylor Jones 
14 – Craig Haecker 
        Mike Pyle 

15 – Matthew Nettleton 
17 – Steve Olsen 
18 – Dolly Zerbe 
        Boniqua Jones 
21 – Paul Habegger 
        Brystol Westendorf 
23 – Jenny Taylor   
24 – Kevin Watson 
        Caleb Callaway 
        Adin Callaway 
25 – Heidi Stout   
        Sarah Anguilm 
        Dawson Yarnelle    
26 – Whitney Eads 
27 – Luke Ramer 
28 – Ruth Ayres 
        Brady Meredith 
29 – Annette Ayres  
        Matt Webb    
        Emma Ulrey 
        Corey Brueggeman 
30 – Tim Taylor 
        Rick Grindle 
        Mike McKinley 
 


