
Fighting for Freedom: What I’ve Learned 
by Sherry Searles 

On June 1st I celebrated my tenth anniversary of ministry with Accessories for Hope.  When asked, it’s more 

likely that I would point to the success of this work in the number of speaking engagements (400+), or the 

amount of money that’s been raised (nearly $500,000), but actually the work that God 

has done within me, means just as much to me.  I have learned truths and gleaned 

wisdom along the way that I don’t think I would have learned if not for this journey.  Here 

are my top three: 

 God is faithful.  I can remember being SO nervous driving to those first several Freedom 

Parties where I was going to give a presentation.  In front of people!  I was overcome with anxiety and 

fear.  But, every time He gave me strength and peace and words to speak.  It soon became apparent 

that He was simply using me to get His will accomplished on earth.  All I had to do was show up and 

open my mouth and He would do the rest. That was a great lesson that spilled over the other parts of 

my life. 
   

God is just and calls us to be just. Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good.  Seek justice: help the oppressed; defend 

the orphan; fight for the rights of widows.  When I first began to read the horrific stories and statistics of 

human trafficking, I questioned God about how HE could allow this to happen.  And then I read verses 

like this one in Isaiah which reminded me that WE have a part to play in bringing justice to this earth.  

Scripture says He hates injustice and evil doing (Isaiah 61) and so we must hate it too.  Learning about 

God’s love for justice helped me to see a different side of Him and His great love for His people. 
 

It’s not really that hard to make a difference in the world.  I am a wife, mother, nana, and educator.  

Nothing in those roles says to fight human trafficking.  But, when He opened my eyes to that need, all I 

had to do was say “use me”.  I think that when people want to make a difference in their home, family, 

community, workplace, or world, all we have to do is open our eyes to see a need 

and then say yes.   The many hours that I have put into Accessories for Hope have 

not been a burden.  I love what Isaiah 58:10 says, “If you spend yourselves on 

behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will 

rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.”   
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By Pastor Kurt 
 

I went to prison.  Fortunately, I was a visitor, not an inmate.  It was my first time to pass through all the security 

measures and hear the prison doors clamor loudly behind me.  I was locked in for the time being.  I wasn’t wearing a 

white T-shirt and khaki scrubs, like all the men who live there, but I was certainly behind bars.  The guest room was 

full of empty chairs and solid cubes used as tables between the inmate and his guest.  From where I sat, I could see 

the door from which the inmates were escorted in.  In the time I waited for my friend, I watched about a dozen 

inmates come from the door and quickly scan the room to see who was there to see him.  It’s a mystery to them.  

Out of the blue they get notified someone (no names) has stopped in to see them.  What anticipation that must be!  I 

watched inmate after inmate walk through the door and catch eyes with the person ready to greet them.  I had a nice 

visit with my friend that day, but what has left a lasting impression on me is the way a few men responded.  I 

witnessed some of the biggest smiles and warmest embraces.  I remember hearing God whisper in my heart, “That’s 

the way I feel when you show up for Me.”  Jesus is eager for us to desire a visit, some time to sit and enjoy each 

other’s company.  Jesus is longing for us to carve some time, guard the time with Him.  And He wants us to linger.  

The inmates don’t expect or want a short visit (although they’d take whatever they can get).  They desire for some 

extended personal time.  And so does Jesus.  Want to make Him smile?  Want to see Him light up with delight and 

feel a warm embrace?  Get away for some extended without interruption time with Jesus.  He’s waiting for 

whomever is willing to show up! 

 

You don’t have to go to prison to have an impact on an inmate’s life. Become pen pals 

with a prisoner, help with the Angel Tree ministry for children with incarcerated parents, 

pray for prisoners and their families. If you would like to get involved with the Prison 

Ministry contact Traci Cummins (306-1283) or Shannon Cook (982-7001). . 
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by Pastor Kurt 

The churches in the Galatia region must have been living in spiritual bondage of some kind (or many kinds).  A quick 

scan of even the headings in the book reveal a struggle with perversion of the mind, body, and soul.  Their view of the 

Gospel got distorted and Paul is writing to remind them of Truth.  He takes great effort to describe their freedom in 

Christ.  His discussion culminates with these encouraging, pleading words, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us 

free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery” (5:1).  It’s like the prison 

door has been swung wide open, but the prisoner refuses to leave his cell.  We too have become so comfortable and 

familiar with our “prison cell” of sin that sometimes we settle for a captive life, when Christ has offered a life of free-

dom.  It’s time to stand up and walk out of bondage.  Shake our wrists and let the chains fall off.  We are no longer 

identified by our mistakes, but in Christ are identified by our Master.  Refuse to listen to the lies that have kept you in 

the prison cell.  “If the Son sets you free, you are free indeed!” (John 8:36) 

 

 

“It's a God Thing” Story – I was driving down the road, battling again with sin.  That’s when out of the blue I got a 

text from a friend whom I had previously confided in for help and accountability.  I read the text: Jesus has set you 

free.  Walk in Freedom.  Listen to the song, “Break every chain” by Jesus Culture.  It’s for you.  There is power in the 

name of Jesus.  At that moment, the very next song I heard on the radio was that exact song.  I pulled over and cried.  

God knows me.  God sees me. And only He can set me free.   

Take a listen for yourself (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtyVdC7E6Wo). There is power in the name of Jesus 

for you too! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtyVdC7E6Wo


WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:15-10:15 AM  

The JH & HS classes are combining for the summer. 
We meet in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP, 6:15-7:45 PM 

For all students in 7th-12th grades.  
We start with games and then dinner at 6:30  

Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 
 
 

SUMMER YOUTH OUTINGS 
At least once a month during the summer we will be heading to  

the homes of some of our adult leaders during youth group time.  
In order to participate in these nights out, we must have  

a current Parental Consent form on file. 
Blank copies can be picked up in the church office 

or from adult leaders during youth group.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP COORDINATOR 
Do you like working with teens? Want to help nurture the  

development of student/adult leaders? We may have a place for you!  
If you or someone you know may be interested in applying for this position  

to lead, train, and empower students and adult volunteers here at FBC, 
please take a look at the job description posted on our church website.  

If you have questions, please contact the Youth Discipleship Ministry  
(Matt Burlingame, Rita Haecker, Ben McLaughlin,  

Daren Ransbottom, Rena Vawter),  
Pastor Kurt or DLC liaison Mike Pyle. 
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https://northmanchesterfbc.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/youth-discipleship-coordinator-job-description.pdf
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Children’s Discipleship 

 

What does look like to a kid?  Staying up as late as you 

want? Eating ice cream for dinner?  No rules?  Talk together about why rules 

and guidelines are necessary, and that listening to and respecting those in 
authority is important.  As we remember the freedom we have in our country, 
we can also remember that Jesus sets us free from sin to truly live! Celebrate 

His freedom this month with your family! 
 

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER TO SERVE at this year’s Bible 
Times Vacation Bible School that runs JULY 28-AUGUST 
1st 6:30-8:30 P.M. We need lots of help! Sign up in in the 

gathering area downstairs, or contact Lisa Rice.  
 Kids’ registration is open online at www.nmfbc.org/vbs 

 
GARDEN  
Nursery (birth-K) –We are looking for one or two people to serve by cleaning 

toys in our nursery/Garden areas once a month.  Please let Lisa or someone 
from the Children’s Discipleship team know if you can help.  

3-K’s- Our theme for July is Friends of the Bible Song Verse of the Month: 
Acts 5:29  Kids will learn what true friendship means through our Bible stories 
this month! 

 

LOFT (entering grades 1-6)  

LOFT will continue to be learning about God’s kingdom and 

how we can live His way! Join us each week as we rotate 

to different stations to learn from God’s Word! 

 

  
  Reminder of our summer schedule for LOFT: Drop-off and Pick-up from 

room 106/107 at 9:15 and then attend the worship service at 10:30 with your 
family or with the LOFT team sitting in the back row.  
 

SUMMER BIBLE MEMORY VERSE RECITING BEGINS SUNDAY, JULY 14th! Work 
together at home to learn verses and earn tickets to spend at the prize store in 

August! If you need another verse packet they are available outside the LOFT. 
 
KFC at the Movies: Our 4th-6th grade Kids For Christ will 

be meeting at the church at 12:15 p.m. on Monday, July 8 
and traveling together to the Honeywell Center in Wabash. 

We’ll watch “A Dog’s Way Home”. The movie is free. Bring 
money for concessions. We will return around 3:30 p.m. 
Invite your friends to join us!!  

 

ONLINE PARENTING CLASS FOR JULY:  This month’s Online Parenting Class is 
here to help you take back real summer! This month’s topic is “How to Help Your 
Kids Manage Mobile Tech.” It is a virtual picnic basket full of great helpful hints and 
thoughts to get you ready for summer and beyond! 
https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/335463447/746c3e678e 
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This North Manchester family celebrated 

Adoption Day in June after several years 

of fostering through White’s.  

Callaway’s Freedom Labradors 

Women from Thistle Farms in Tennessee, 

one of the organizations that makes items 

sold by Accessories For Hope. 

whiteskids.org
http://www.wabashcasa.org/
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/
https://www.facebook.com/CallawaysFreedomLabradors/
https://www.facebook.com/Accessories-for-Hope-354342358312/
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30 – Teresa Coble 
        Carsyn Howard 
        Casen Vawter 
31 – Donna McKee 
 

Anniversaries 
  3 – Andy & Ruth Ayres ‘99 
  8 – Matt & Pattie Webb '95 
        Dick & Diane Metzger ‘55 
10 – Gary & Rosie Purdy ‘76 
12 – Jerry & Amanda Holmes ‘96 
14 – Jason & Jennifer Meredith ‘01 
15 – Doug & Lisa Rice ‘95 
        Brian & Karen Burgan ‘78 
16 – Caleb & Laurel Callaway ‘16 
17 – Andrew & Leticia Callaway ‘99 
19 – Rodney & Jolene Brunk ‘87 
20 – Randy & Jenny Moore ‘97 
24 – Jared & Rebecca Blocher ‘15 
30 – Dennis & Annette Ayres   ‘94 

Birthdays 
  1 – Bob Shepherd 
        Owen Vineyard 
  3 – Grace Smith 
  4 – Alma Eiler 
        Andrew Hill 
  5 – Andy Cook 
  6 – Jake Peden 
  7 – Greg Miller 
        Oaklee Albertson 
  8 – Kim Fierstos 
        Elizabeth Renz 
        Harper Callaway 
10 – Vicky White 
        Sherry Walters 
        Rebecca Ramer 
11 – Steve White 
        Chad Vawter 
        Finley Pyle 

13 – Suzanna Hicks 
14 – Laurel Callaway 
15 – Linda Lindzy 
        Morgan Stroud 
16 – Charles Craig 
        Julie Yarnelle 
18 – Glenn Riggs 
22 – Steve Beaver 
        Elizabeth Anguilm 
25 – Josiah Callaway 
        Jared Blocher 
26 – Tyler Meredith 
27 – Lisa Rice 
28 – Matt Smith 
        Raelynne Jones 
29 – Gerry Eberly 
         Matt Mize 
         Mark York 


