
SPIRITUAL LEAKAGE 
By Pastor Kurt 

 

In My Utmost for His Highest Oswald Chambers uses a term to describe what I think is all too common among 

today’s Christians (Nov 24).  “Spiritual leakage” is the slow fade of shifting our eyes off Jesus.  “Reliance on God has 

gone and reliance on worldly opinion has come in.”  What was once fixed has been torn a bit, just enough for there 

to be a leak that could lead to destructive and dangerous circumstances.  A person wakes up one day and realizes 

that something is missing spiritually.  The damage didn’t happen overnight, but somehow commitment and passion 

got traded in nominal spiritual attitudes and practices.   

Consider your own spiritual journey.  Sometimes we are so preoccupied with life that we don’t notice the flats or 

leaks.  Has your firm fixed focus on Jesus shifted in any way?  One way to test our spiritual air pressure is to look at 

the indicators.   These are the lights on the dashboard of my van that come on occasionally.  These are warning 

lights indicating something may be off or broken.  Most recently it indicated that one of my tires reached a 

cautionary low level.  There was a leak that I was unaware of until the sensors came on.  So, when it comes to 

“spiritual leakage” here are a few indicators that something may be off. 

1. Do I have to find my Bible on Sunday mornings? 

2. Am I consistently impatient with my family or coworkers? 

3. Am I spending less time listening to Christian music? 

4. Do I look more like my non-Christian friends? 

5. When was the last time I shared my faith or invited someone to church? 

6. Has my giving and serving increased or decreased? 

7. Is confession still a part of my prayers? 

8. Do I watch movies/shows that I previously resisted? 

9. And many more 

Perhaps we should sit down in silence with God and simply ask Him to do a spiritual checkup.  The psalmist says it 

this way, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me” (139:23).  He’s giving God permission (as if He needs it) 

to examine the condition of his heart.  God has not shifted His gaze off us, but perhaps we have taken our eyes off 

Him. Chambers suggests, “Whenever there is a leakage, remedy it immediately.  Recognize that something has been 

coming between you and God, and get it adjusted at once” 

This Christmas season, I encourage you to leave room to sit with the Savior.  Turn off the TV.  Put down the phone.  

Get up from the computer.  Try silence for a bit and let Jesus bring real JOY back to your life again.  Let Jesus restore 

PEACE and HOPE.  Let Jesus fix your spiritual leaks and fill your soul again with His “Presents.”  It’s a gift He’s inviting 

you to open. 

From my family to yours - MERRY CHRISTMAS!  Thank you for the many 
ways you pray for and encourage us.  We are blessed to know you and be a 

part of this church family. 
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         Children’s Discipleship 
 

 

Nursery/Twos –All babies are welcome to join the nursery at any time during either hour 

of services.  Come play with us! Two year olds have their own class during the 10:30 service in 

room 201.  They will be learning that “Jesus is born!” 

Garden 3-Ks: This month we celebrate Christmas together! Every character in the Christmas 

story comes to life, from the angels and shepherds to Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus. Our 

verse of the month song is 1 John 1:9. 

 

The 3’s-Kindergartners will be sharing with the adult worship service 

on Sunday, December 29th.  Please try to have your children here for 

both hours (will be toward the end of the 9:15 service and early in 

the 10:30 service) so both groups can enjoy hearing our kids’ Christ-

mas sharing.  

This month we will be learning through the stories of Solomon telling of Jesus’ coming, the 
angels appearing to the shepherds, Jesus being born, and the wise men visiting and worship-
ping Jesus.   

LOFT kids (1st-6th graders) will be sharing with the adult worship services on 

December 15th during both hours (toward the end of 9:15 service and early in 

the 10:30 service.) Please try to be here both hours that day so everyone 

can see our kids’ Christmas performance.   

LOFT kids have a separate note (available on table near LOFT bulletin board) with list of who is 

acting/singing/reading and their parts as well as the words to our group songs for everyone to 

learn.  Please practice at home. We will practice between hours each Sunday before we pre-

sent.  

The link to our song “Noel” is : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGRIoM1FTt8 
 

Kids For Christ Christmas Party!  Tuesday,

 

ONLINE PARENTING CLASS FOR DECEMBER : This month’s topic: Praying scrip-

ture for your children. Praying for your kids is important –especially in response to recent 

events in the world around us.  Take a look at this video reminding us to rely on the 

power and comfort of prayer for your family in ways you might not even realize is possi-

ble. https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/149008880/
c9dfe993db

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGRIoM1FTt8
https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/149008880/c9dfe993db
https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/149008880/c9dfe993db
https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/149008880/c9dfe993db
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Thank you to all who made the Harvest Dinner happen this 

year: Sue Craig, Donna McKee, Marcy Parker, Carol 

Shilling, Jan Sloppy and Chris Walters prepared the turkes; 

Cathy McClure and Mike McKinley made the dressing; the 

Nurture Ministry provided the drinks; and FBC’s 

wonderful cooks brought the rest of the goodies! We are so 

grateful to everyone who washed, set-up, and took down 

tables and chairs, helped decorate, helped in the kitchen, 

served, and cleaned up afterwards. The Ministry of Nurture 

greatly appreciates everyone who helped in so many ways!  

 
 

Thank you to all who took time to prepare 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes this year 

and to the MOPS group for helping to sort and 

load them all. In total 142 boxes were sent from the FBC 

congregation this year!  

We offer our sympathies to the family of Ray Eberly at his 
passing on November 1. Services were held at McKee 

Mortuary on November 6.   

 

1. The proposed 2020 Ministry Spending Plan was approved 
by the congregation last Monday evening.  This prayerful plan 
is a step of faith trusting that God will bring the resources 
needed to carry out His ministry plans for this church.  Your 
willingness and determination to be faithful givers, and to 
prayerfully consider an increase in your giving to the Lord in 

2020 is a part of this concept. 
 

We are thankful for the ways God is working in the lives of this 
church and look forward to the challenges and blessings He has 

planned for us in 2020. 
 

Will you commit to joining us on this spiritual journey by 
your active participation, regular generosity, and faithful 

service? 
 

2. Andy Cook, Steve Searles, and Matt Webb were all over-
whelmingly affirmed to the Diaconate Leadership Council.  
We welcome them to the team and thank outgoing members, 
Greg Hicks and Mark Hill, for their faithful service on this 

leadership body. 

 

3. Various Ministry Members were also recently elected:  
 

Mark Hill and Evelyn Longanecker   Adult Discipleship 

Carol Shilling        Nurture 

Carol Collett and Teresa Martin-Gay Outreach 

Craig Walters        Property 

Brenda Blocher and Julie Burlingame Children’s Discipleship 

Cindy Pyle and (open vacancy)   Stewardship 

Sarah Harting and (open vacancy)  Worship 

Daren Ransbottom, Rena Vawter,   Youth Discipleship 
and Carsyn Howard      

 

If you are interested in being a ministry volunteer or serving 
in one of the open vacancies, please speak with a staff member 
or ministry leader.  And many thanks for those who are going off 

these ministries and have faithfully served in multiple ways. 
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26 – Mark Hill 
27 – Sherry Searles 
        Collin Cummins 
29 – Roy Krouse 
  AimeeSue Angle 
31 – Reilly Ruppert 
  
 

Anniversaries 
  4 – Chandis & Donna Boomershine ‘71 
  9 – Paul & Donna Habegger ‘67 
10 – Rick & Dee Grindle ‘77 
18 – Kelse & Regina Harris ’91 
23 – Fred & Debbie Thompson ‘70 
26 – Bob & Robin Shepherd ‘57 
28 – Joe & Anne Frantz   ‘74 
29 – Bud & Linda Lindzy ‘90 
31 – Glenn & Tona Riggs ‘76 

Birthdays 
  2 –Stephanie Ayres 
  3 –Jenny Moore 
  4 – Larry Carver  
        Zoey Callaway 
  6 – Scott Stan 
  Chase Hand 

 Ethan Cummins 
 Emmaline Winger 

  7 – Cindy Bucher  
        Mark McKee 
        Anna Mast 
        Hazel Bucher 
  8 – Alicia Unger 
        Jalynn Simcoe 
  9 – Timothy McIntyre 
        Joann Hill 
10 – Addie Haecker 
11 – Slater Hand 
12 – Andy Ayres 

13 – Estella Callaway 
14 – Donna Habegger  
        Tona Riggs 
  Hayley Hand 
        Daniel Steely 
  Jackson Anguilm 
17 – Sydney McLaughlin 
18 – Susan Bushong 
19 – Aria Vineyard 
20 – Joyce Frantz 
21 – Karen Eiler 
        Ethan Davis 
        Avery Ramseier 
22 – Robin Johnson 
 Sawyer Hand 
23 – Quentin Moore 
24 – Trevor Renz 
25 – Jesus 
        Rachel Chapman 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Ron@BrethrenChurch.org


 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
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Christmas at NMFBC 

Purchase a poinsettia in memory or honor of your loved ones this Christmas, and help us decorate our sanctuary. 

Prices are $19, $29, & $43. Orders should be turned in to the church office or Cottage Creations (982-2028) by 

Wednesday, December 4. These will be displayed in our sanctuary on December 15 & 22 and names will be listed 

in the bulletin on the 22nd. 

The Worship Ministry and the Ministry of Children’s Discipleship invite you to join them for an afternoon of 

caroling, followed by a meal and games. Meet at the church on Sunday, December 8, at 4:00 p.m. to split into 

caroling groups and travel to Timbercrest, Peabody, and homes until approximately 5:30. Then return to the 

church for a meal and games until 7:00. Soup will be provided. Please bring a side, snack, or dessert to share.  
 
 

This year new coats will be purchased for all participants and will be distributed on December 19 at the 

Manchester Administration Office Auditorium. If you would like to help with tagging, sorting, or distributing coats 

please contact Cindy Pyle (578-1301). 
 

*Please note....If anyone within our church family is in need of coats personally or knows of someone who is please 

contact the church office.  We would like to bless as many as possibly with the gift of warmth this winter. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed so generously this year!!! 
 
 

Each year REACH, a ministry of the Fellowship of Churches, assembles and distributes boxes of food and 

necessities for local families in need. You can be a part of this by helping to unload and sort incoming donations 

during the week of December 9-13 in our Fellowship Hall, or by helping to distribute boxes to families on 

Saturday, December 14 @ 9:00 a.m. To help during the week, please contact coordinator Jodi Barrett at 260-

306-1401 to be sure someone will be here during the time you would like to come in. 
  

 

The Salvation Army enlists the help of volunteers like you to ring bells at red kettles across the country—and right 

here in our own community. All monies collected in Wabash County are used to fund programs and support 

people in times of need in Wabash County. A kettle will be located at New Market in North Manchester on 

Fridays & Saturdays (10am-8pm) from Nov. 30 to Dec. 21. Ringers are also needed at various locations and 

times in Wabash. Go online to registertoring.com to sign up for a shift or two. 
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