
We are Progressive Brethren 
By Pastor Kurt 

 

 Rare is the person who visits or attends First Brethren because they are familiar with the denomination.  Most 

people find themselves at our church because they know someone else who attends, appreciate the preached word, 

enjoy the ministries for their kids, or find a caring place to connect.  While I am 

thankful for these attributes of our church, I too believe we have a rich heritage that 

has shaped our congregation in ways many are unfamiliar with.  First and foremost, I 

am a Christian, but I am also Brethren, more specifically a Progressive Brethren.  

 This past month during The Word sermon series, I mentioned some of our Brethren Heritage.  I appreciate of our 

Brethren roots and the courageous men and women who started the Brethren Church.  These ancestors of ours had 

a deep respect for God’s Word and a high regard for the Holy Spirit.  They also 

realized that faith was to be lived out with the intent of reaching more with the 

gospel of Jesus.  A saying commonly spoken in Brethren circles was “Seek to know 

God and practice what you know.”  Now 135 years later we are echoing these words 

with phrases like “Faith in Action.”  

 What impresses most about these early Brethren is they were both innovative and uncompromising.  They 

believed that the message of God’s Word is timeless, but the manner in which God’s Word was presented to a 

watching world should change with the times.  This is why they were called “Progressive.”  This word does not mean 

“liberal.”  It means eager, daring, and creative.  135 years ago that meant advocating Bible studies, Sunday schools, 

and “small groups”.  It meant engaging in missions, evangelism efforts, and revivals.  

They also advocated for paid ministry, developing church music, and higher 

education.   

  As First Brethren ventures farther into the twenty-first century, we must continue to stand uncompromising 

on the Word of God.  We must also innovatively seek ways to reach our community and communities around the 

globe with the message of Jesus.  We must “Seek to know God and practice what we know.”   Doing this more and 

more would not only please our early progressives, but certainly will please God.    

First and foremost I am a 

Christian, but I am also a 

Progressive Brethren 

“Seek to know God and 

practice what you know.” 

“Progressive” does not 

mean “liberal.” 



 

Page 2 

 

R
U

M
IN

A
TI

O
N

S
 

FR
O

M
 P

A
S

TO
R

 R
O

N
 



                                    

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:15-10:15 AM  
The JH class meets in Room 101. 

HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP, 6:00-7:45 PM 
For all students in 7th-12th grades 

in the Fellowship Hall.  

 
WHAT IS TRUTH?  

BEGINNING NOVEMBER 13 
Join us for a new series at Youth Group called 

Clarity in the Maze of Truth.  
Food, games, and discussion. 

Don't miss the fun!  

 
WE’RE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

  First Brethren Youth has gone digital!  
Follow us for the latest updates, news, sig-ups, and info. 

www.fb.me/FirstBrethrenYouth 
www.instagram.com/firstbrethren_youthgroup 

 

 
OLD MADE NEW 

9 youth were baptized in the river last month – wow!  
Here are a couple pics from that day.  
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                   Children’s Discipleship 

 

Garden 

This month, the two year olds will be learning that God loves them from the story Hannah 
and baby Samuel.  

Our 3-Ks will be hearing from “Diggin’ Doug” and learning how God works in the lives of 
people like Hannah, David, Elijah, and Naaman.   Our memory verse is 1 Peter 5:7b. 

LOFT 

This month will end our theme of “The Lord is My Shepherd” in LOFT and elementary 
classes. We will learn about Elijah challenging the prophets of Baal, hearing God’s voice in a 
whisper, and his cool trip to heaven without having to die.  Kids can say memory verses and 
challenges the last two weeks of the month.  Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 23, and books of the 
Old Testament- pick one, two, or all of them!  

Operation Christmas Child is a great way to connect kids with 

sharing Jesus’ love around the world.  As you pack and bring in 

your shoeboxes, pray together for the child who will receive your 

box and then keep praying throughout the year that they 

continue to grow in the Good News that was shared with them that you are part of!  

 

CHRISTMAS SHARING  

Kids will be sharing throughout the month rather than having a 

traditional Christmas program on one day in December. We are 

again asking kids in 1st -6th grade to sign up for a talent they 

would like to share.  Some will share during the adult worship services, others will share 

artwork/crafts in the Gathering Area, still more will share through acts of service such as 

caroling or delivering food boxes.  Some may do a little of everything! Both Garden (pre-K) 

and LOFT(1st-6th grade)  kids will have a large group presentation on one Sunday in 

December.  

Elementary kids: Be thinking of creative ideas you and your friends/family could share and 

sign up on the bulletin board in the 5th Street stairwell.  Artwork, poetry, playing an 

instrument, making a craft, or create your own idea! Sign up soon!  You will then be given 

information on when we need your presentation.  Have fun celebrating the season!  

ONLINE PARENTING CLASS FOR NOVEMBER: This month’s topic: Helping kids learn 

responsibility. How do we help children be proactive and finish their chores? How do we 

teach them to get ready for school on time? How do we guide them to follow through with 

commitments? It all boils down to responsibility. This month’s 3-minute Online Parenting 

Class gives you some guidance and encouragement on how to raise responsible kids. 

https://vimeo.com/parentministry/review/335462738/5d227cd62e 
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Thank you for all of the cards, prayers, and concern after 

the death of my father. It is a blessing to have a church 

family that cares.   
 

Sincerely, 

Lucy McKinley and family 

We offer our sympathies to the family of Jack Walters, 
brother of Joyce Walters and Jenny Taylor, at his passing 
on October 7. Funeral services were held in Nappanee on 

October 11.  

 

We also extend our sympathies to the family of Robert 
Yates, Lucy McKinley’s father, at his passing on October 

10. A memorial service was held on October  12.   

Congratulations to Josh and Kendall (Tomlinson) Troyer on 

their wedding which was held at the church on October 12. 

The couple reside at 1 Elmwood Drive, Wabash, IN 46992.    

 
Congratulations to Tyler and Kacy (Sites) Hathaway on 
their wedding which took place at the church on October 
19. The couple reside at 218 E. Market St. Apt. A, 

Pierceton, IN 46562.  

 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/follow-your-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/follow-your-box/
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Anniversaries 
  3 – Jake & Sarah Longanecker ‘05 
  5 – Steve & Romia Olsen ‘77 
18 – Greg & Suzanna Hicks ‘78 
19 – Garen & Susan Bushong ‘77 
25 – Roy & Jenny Krouse  
26 – Greg & Faith Miller ‘05 
        Billy & Julie Yarnelle ‘89 
27 – Darren Gay & Teresa Martin ‘04 

Birthdays 
  1 – Jeanne Dolby 
  3 – Ben McLaughlin 
   Bronwyn Harris 
  4 – Stella Pyle 
        Chayenne Martin 
  5 – Gavin Mize 
  6 – Lisa Ruppert 
  7 – Kalissa Otto 
  8 – Steven Lent 
  9 – Joyce McBride 
   Gary Montel 
10 – Mike Clifton 
11 – David Pyle 
13 – Teresa Mize 
17 – Anita Shelton 
        Janelle Walters 
        Lacy Trump 

19 – Brett Miller  
        William Anguilm 
        Allison Ramseier 
21 – Shaun Callaway 
22 – Bekah Callaway 
        Alexis Otto 
24 – Steve Searles 
25 – Ryan Anguilm 
        Jason Lauer 
        Tera Peden 
27 – Martin Hernandez 
28 – Larry Montel 
        Hadley Pyle 
29 – Tyson Callaway 
        Steven McDowell 
30 – Sarah Steely 
        Morgan Blocher 
        Tiara Lincoln 
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https://forms.gle/vefTsZb77CdAe7ti8
https://forms.gle/vefTsZb77CdAe7ti8
mailto:melmil260@gmail.com
mailto:pjerickson7@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aWW8TstgrPpQLxVX9f4IyI0zxnSGuO-D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C1T8T-qgIH9jU6RJcPNk-RkaI5sBZ9td/view?usp=sharing

